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Von Stephen Halliday : The Great Stink of London: Sir Joseph Bazalgette and the Cleansing of the Victorian
Metropolis before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Great
Stink of London: Sir Joseph Bazal gette and the Cleansing of the Victorian Metropolis:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Making
aBig StinkVon alastair sasaki mccapralf anyone thinks the social, environmental and health problems we face today
are daunting, they should read this book. The descriptions of life in London before the construction of a sewage


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00B9BL7UG

system make facinating, if terrifying, reading.The good thing about this book isthat isis basically avery easy read.
Although it is about a civil engineer, and although it concentrates very much on the engineering aspects of Bazalgette's
life, it isentirely non-technical and an excellent choice for the general reader. Anyone with a general interest in public
health, Victorian London, urban development or municipal politicswill find it easy to read and a good starting point
for further reading or research.One of the points which comes out of the book is how slow public health reforms are to
come about - you have to kick up a pretty big stink before anything happens. Bazal gette was more of a provider of
solutions than a public health campaigner, but none the less admirable for that. Today public building in London seems
to be arace between Norman Foster and Richard Rogers - | was astonished to learn how many buildings, bridged and
other projectsin modern London were Bazalgette'. He was a busy and capable man, and hislife isavery interesting
read.

Kurzbeschreibungln the sweltering summer of 1858 the stink of sewage from the polluted Thames was so offensive
that it drove Members of Parliament from the chamber of the House of Commons. Sewage generated by a population
of over two million Londoners was pouring into the river and was being carried to and fro by the tides. The Times
called the crisis"The Great Stink". Parliament had to act - drastic measures were required to clean the Thames and to
improve London's primitive system of sanitation. The great engineer entrusted by Parliament with this enormous task
was Sir Joseph Bazalgette, and this book is a fascinating account of his life and work. Bazal gette's response to the
challenge was to conceive and build the system of intercepting sewers, pumping stations and treatment works that
serves London to this day. In the process he cleansed the River Thames of the capital's sewage and hel ped to banish
cholera, which in the mid-nineteenth century carried off over 40,000 Londoners. But this successful scheme was only
one element in Bazalgette's wider contribution to the devel opment of the Victorian capital. He also reclaimed land
from the Thames to construct the Victoria, Albert and Chelsea Embankments, built bridges across the Thames at
Putney, Battersea and Hammersmith, and created many notable new thoroughfares including Charing Cross Road,
Northumberland Avenue and Shaftesbury Avenue. Stephen Halliday's enthralling social and personal history givesa
vivid insight into Bazal gette's achievements and the erain which he worked and lived. The author traces the origins of
Bazalgette's family in revolutionary France, the confusing sanitation system that he inherited from medieval and Tudor
times and his heroic battle with politicians, bureaucrats and huge engineering problems to transform the face and
health of the world's largest city..deStephen Halliday describes the writing of this book as "alabour of love", but it
would take a strong stomach to love some of the material he includes about the 19th- century Thames. Two million
people poured their sewage directly into the river, "more filth was continuously adding to it," noted a contemporary,
"until the Thames became absolutely pestilential”. In the 1850s the river was black, and in the hot summer of 1858 the
stink was so unbearable that the Houses of Parliament were driven from the chamber. But a hero emerges from this
smelly mess, Sir Joseph Bazalgette, a Victorian engineer of prodigious energy and foresight, who "turned the Thames
from the filthiest to the cleanest metropolitan river in the world, which it remains.” Halliday isindeed alittlein love
with his subject, Bazalgette, but it is easy to see why. The construction of the system of sanitation on which London
still relies an enormous undertaking, but Bazal gette saw it through with tenacity and akind of engineering genius. He
saved more lives (by freeing the city from cholera) than any single Victorian public official. This book isa small
marvel, elegantly written, generoudly illustrated and a fascinating insight into the guts of London. --Adam

RobertsK urzbeschreibungln the sweltering summer of 1858 the stink of sewage from the polluted Thames was so
offensive that it drove Members of Parliament from the chamber of the House of Commons. Sewage generated by a
population of over two million Londoners was pouring into the river and was being carried to and fro by thetides. The
Times called the crisis "The Great Stink". Parliament had to act - drastic measures were required to clean the Thames
and to improve London's primitive system of sanitation. The great engineer entrusted by Parliament with this
enormous task was Sir Joseph Bazalgette, and this book is afascinating account of hislife and work. Bazalgette's
response to the challenge was to conceive and build the system of intercepting sewers, pumping stations and treatment
works that serves London to this day. In the process he cleansed the River Thames of the capital's sewage and hel ped
to banish cholera, which in the mid-nineteenth century carried off over 40,000 Londoners. But this successful scheme
was only one element in Bazalgette's wider contribution to the devel opment of the Victorian capital. He also reclaimed
land from the Thames to construct the Victoria, Albert and Chel sea Embankments, built bridges across the Thames at
Putney, Battersea and Hammersmith, and created many notable new thoroughfares including Charing Cross Road,
Northumberland Avenue and Shaftesbury Avenue. Stephen Halliday's enthralling social and personal history givesa
vivid insight into Bazal gette's achievements and the erain which he worked and lived. The author traces the origins of
Bazalgette's family in revolutionary France, the confusing sanitation system that he inherited from medieval and Tudor
times and his heroic battle with politicians, bureaucrats and huge engineering problems to transform the face and
health of the world's largest city.



