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Von Archie Brown : The Gorbachev Factor  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Gorbachev Factor: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Well 
done!Von bennett@community.netIn the first sentence of "The Gorbachev Factor," Archie Brown tells his readers that 
his work "is neither a history of the Gorbachev era, nor a biography of Mikhail Gorbachev." On reading that, this 
"country boy" had to ask..."well what is it?" Well, by the end I knew: Brown's work is an outstanding analysis of 
Mikhail Gorbachev's influence on Soviet history in the 1980's. It is a well written, well researched and well 
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documented account not just of Gorbachev's role during this time, the the myiad factors that influenced Gorbachev. 
Now, there "ain't" no doubt that Brown likes Gorbachev. While Brown points our more than ove of Gorbachev's faults, 
the lion's share of Brown's work tend to vindicate his actions and elevate his intent. But this is no simple apology for 
the leader of a regime that fell. Rather, it is an in-depth look at the incredable challenges and paradoxical results of 
Mikhail Gorbachev's leadership of the Soviet Union.

Kurzbeschreibung`To understand this singular man, the reader can do no better than to turn to Archie Brown's astute 
and lucid book. There have been several excellent works on Mr Gorbachev ... but none examines the subject as 
thoroughly as this volume ... a rich study, as impressive in its sweep as in its details.' Abraham Brumberg, New York 
Times`Archie Brown's book is not only a richly researched, easily readable biography of Gorbachev himself. It should 
be studied at once in every diplomatic service worthy of the name, starting with our own Foreign Office.' Michael 
Foot, Evening Standard`Archie Brown has mastered the material and met the people ... he writes with a historical 
perspective unavailable to authors of the instant biographies which appeared while Gorbachev was in power.' Rodric 
Braithwaite, Financial Times`Archie Brown's closely reasoned book ... makes a better case for Gorbachev's record as a 
reformer than Gorbachev's own memoirs ... the most thorough exposition of Gorbachev's domestic political record yet 
to appear.' Jack F. Matlock, Jr, New York of Books`This Oxford don, for years one of the world's most talented 
Kremlinologists, has already found the memoirs, documents and interviews that allow him to provide a remarkably 
detailed and authoritative account of the key moments in Gorbachev's career.' Robert G. Kaiser, Washington Post`It is 
hard to come away from this admirable book without an affection for Gorbachev's insistence on peaceful change, his 
willingness to let Eastern Europe go and his determination to nurture a pluralist culture.' Nick Cohen, 
Observer`Brown's latest book is the product of many years of intensive research: it proves to be the most detailed and 
revealing study of the man who revolutionised the USSR. Excellent.' Good Book GuideKurzbeschreibung`To 
understand this singular man, the reader can do no better than to turn to Archie Brown's astute and lucid book. There 
have been several excellent works on Mr Gorbachev ... but none examines the subject as thoroughly as this volume ... 
a rich study, as impressive in its sweep as in its details.' Abraham Brumberg, New York Times`Archie Brown's book is 
not only a richly researched, easily readable biography of Gorbachev himself. It should be studied at once in every 
diplomatic service worthy of the name, starting with our own Foreign Office.' Michael Foot, Evening Standard`Archie 
Brown has mastered the material and met the people ... he writes with a historical perspective unavailable to authors of 
the instant biographies which appeared while Gorbachev was in power.' Rodric Braithwaite, Financial Times`Archie 
Brown's closely reasoned book ... makes a better case for Gorbachev's record as a reformer than Gorbachev's own 
memoirs ... the most thorough exposition of Gorbachev's domestic political record yet to appear.' Jack F. Matlock, Jr, 
New York of Books`This Oxford don, for years one of the world's most talented Kremlinologists, has already found 
the memoirs, documents and interviews that allow him to provide a remarkably detailed and authoritative account of 
the key moments in Gorbachev's career.' Robert G. Kaiser, Washington Post`It is hard to come away from this 
admirable book without an affection for Gorbachev's insistence on peaceful change, his willingness to let Eastern 
Europe go and his determination to nurture a pluralist culture.' Nick Cohen, Observer`Brown's latest book is the 
product of many years of intensive research: it proves to be the most detailed and revealing study of the man who 
revolutionised the USSR. Excellent.' Good Book Guide 


