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(English Edition): 

KurzbeschreibungHow is this book unique? 15 IllustrationsTablet and e-reader formattedOriginal Unabridged 
EditionBest fiction books of all timeOne of the best books to readClassic Bestselling NovelShort Biography is also 
includedClassic historical fiction booksBestselling Fiction"The Gift of the Magi" is a short story, written by O. Henry 
(a pen name for William Sydney Porter), about a young married couple and how they deal with the challenge of 
buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with very little money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about 
gift-giving, it has been a popular one for adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time. The plot and its 
"twist ending" are well-known, and the ending is generally considered an example of comic irony. It was allegedly 
written at Pete's Tavernon Irving Place in New York City. From Publishers WeeklyO. Henry's classic tale of Della and 
Jim, the struggling newlyweds so anxious to give each other a Christmas gift that each sells the one thing the other 
holds most dear, receives an oddly lifeless treatment here. Heyer's meticulously detailed illustrations are pretty but 
stilted; the characters look like mannequins. The rueful Jim fares better than poor prematurely middle-aged Della, who 
at times looks more like his mother than his wife. Still, the story is as touching as ever, and neither time nor mediocre 
artwork can dim its glory. All ages. Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistGr. 5 and up. A 
classic story becomes a picture book for older readers in this oversize edition. Heyer's paintings reflect the turn-of-the-
century setting and are nicely executed, if occasionally stiff. Because the protagonists are both adults, there will not be 
automatic appeal for younger children, but preteens, and especially teenagers, should find the romantic appeal that has 
been apparent to previous generations of readers. Ilene Cooper 


