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Von Thomas Reeves : The Gentleman Boss  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Gentleman Boss: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Fesselnd 
geschrieben und wissenschaftlich kompetent zugleichVon Ein KundeDer "least remembered President" der USA, 
Chester A. Arthur, wird in diesem ausserordentlich spannend geschriebenen Buch nicht nur als sowohl farbige, wie 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CGI3GZU


charakterstarke Persnlichkeit dargestellt, es werden auch grundlegende Fakten nach fast hundert Jahren korrigiert (zum 
Beispiel ber die lebensgefhrliche Erkrankung schon whrend der Prsidentenjahre oder ber das Geburtsdatum!), und es 
wird die nicht geringe Tragik dieses im Grunde sensiblen Menschen, der meinte, dies abschirmen zu sollen, 
geschildert. Zugleich ein Zeitpanorama, ein Lehrstck, wie sich ein Politiker zugleich dem Zeitgeist widersetzt 
(Chinese-Immigration-Veto), vergeblich gegen ihn ankmpft (keine Wiedernominierung wegen bewiesener 
Charakterstrke gerade auch Protagoniosten der eigenen Partei gegenber) und Mastbe setzt: die wichtigste Grundlage fr 
die Reform des Beamtenapparates wurde erst unter Arthur gelegt, ebenso die Ausweisung erster Naturparks 
betrieben.Und dies sind nur Beispiele. Reeves gelingt, um dies alles abzurunden, ein faszinierendes Bild der Arthur-
Jahre als einem fr Washington glnzenden gesellschaftlichen Hhepunkt innerhalb der Zeit zwischen Lincoln und 
Theodore Roosevelt. Fazit: ich habe schon viele Biografien gelesen, aber ein solch farbiges Panorama von Mensch 
und Zeit sucht wirklich seinesgleichen!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An obscure president 
steps from the shadowsVon Jeff WhitfieldHigh school history books tell you Chester "Chet" Arthur was a "dandy," a 
machine politician and an accidental president, but little more. This highly readable, very informative and interesting 
biography adds much historical flesh to the bare-bones treatment Arthur gets in text books. A man who is all but a 
caricature to generations of students is made fully human, with all the positives and negatives that entails. And while 
chronicling the president's life the author also chronicles a fascinating era in American political history, the day when 
the party bosses ruled and presidential candidates were chosen in smoke-filled rooms and not in state primaries; 
primaries may be more democratic, but they sure are a lot less interesting to read about. If you enjoy presidential 
history, add this book to your library.

Kurzbeschreibung Chet Arthur President of the United States. Good God! was perhaps the most pithy contemporary 
reaction to the accession of the twenty-first Chief Executive. It has certainly been the most enduring, even though 
Arthur himself has remained an enigmain large part because this shrewd, secretive New Yorker saw to it that many of 
his private papers were destroyed shortly before he died. Drawing on a wealth of newly discovered documents, 
Thomas Reeves has no written the definitive, full-scale biography of Arthur, revising our inconsistent assumptions 
about both him and his era. He gives us, for the first time, the unknown facts about Arthurs early life: how, before he 
entered the boss-dominated Republican Party under the tutelage of men like the notorious Roscoe Conkling, this son 
of an itinerant minister was a model of nineteenth-century youthful idealism, first as a beloved schoolteacher, then as a 
young lawyer directly involved in the abolitionist struggle, and finally, as a conscientious and honest Quartermaster 
General for New York during the Civil War. Reeves assiduously plots Arthurs consistently successful career as a 
master dealer in patronage and electioneering as a survivor among conniversa career that culminated in his nomination 
as James Garfields Vice-President and, when Garfield was assassinated, his own White House inauguration, in spite of 
the great scandal attending his removal from the directorship of the New York Customhouse and the revelation that 
Garfields assassin claimed to be an Arthur supporter. As Reeves makes abundantly clear, this spoilsman supreme, who 
personified the worst gaudy excesses of the Gilded Age, administered the laws of the land honorably and even 
disinterestedlyto the chagrin of his fellow bosses and henchmen. Attacked by both Republican friends (the Stalwarts) 
and Republican foes (the Half-Breeds) and weakened by the fatal Brights disease (a fact that was only made public by 
Reeves himself in 1972), Arthur worked to eliminate extravagant government expenditures, enacted and enforced civil 
service reform (thus undermining the basis of his own public life), assisted in the birth of a modern navy, and initiated 
an aggressive, expansionist foreign policy that set precedents for later administrations. Above all, Reeves concludes, 
Arthur provided calm and reassurance to a nation shocked by Garfields murder and beset by recurrent economic 
depression. Beyond its illuminating portrait of the life and fortunes of Chester Alan Arthur, Gentleman Boss gives a 
telling account of the politics and politicos that shaped Arthurs worldthe corruption of the Grant, Hayes, and Garfield 
administrations, as well as Arthurs own; the civil service reform movement; the internal wars fought within the GOP 
and the government between the factions led by the vain, caustic, and arrogant Roscoe Conkling and his unrelenting 
competitor for office and plunder, James G. Blaine, the Plumed Knight from Mainea world where men manipulated, 
plotted, and stole for power and prestige and the riches that bought both.Kurzbeschreibung Chet Arthur President of 
the United States. Good God! was perhaps the most pithy contemporary reaction to the accession of the twenty-first 
Chief Executive. It has certainly been the most enduring, even though Arthur himself has remained an enigmain large 
part because this shrewd, secretive New Yorker saw to it that many of his private papers were destroyed shortly before 
he died. Drawing on a wealth of newly discovered documents, Thomas Reeves has no written the definitive, full-scale 
biography of Arthur, revising our inconsistent assumptions about both him and his era. He gives us, for the first time, 
the unknown facts about Arthurs early life: how, before he entered the boss-dominated Republican Party under the 
tutelage of men like the notorious Roscoe Conkling, this son of an itinerant minister was a model of nineteenth-
century youthful idealism, first as a beloved schoolteacher, then as a young lawyer directly involved in the abolitionist 
struggle, and finally, as a conscientious and honest Quartermaster General for New York during the Civil War. Reeves 



assiduously plots Arthurs consistently successful career as a master dealer in patronage and electioneering as a 
survivor among conniversa career that culminated in his nomination as James Garfields Vice-President and, when 
Garfield was assassinated, his own White House inauguration, in spite of the great scandal attending his removal from 
the directorship of the New York Customhouse and the revelation that Garfields assassin claimed to be an Arthur 
supporter. As Reeves makes abundantly clear, this spoilsman supreme, who personified the worst gaudy excesses of 
the Gilded Age, administered the laws of the land honorably and even disinterestedlyto the chagrin of his fellow 
bosses and henchmen. Attacked by both Republican friends (the Stalwarts) and Republican foes (the Half-Breeds) and 
weakened by the fatal Brights disease (a fact that was only made public by Reeves himself in 1972), Arthur worked to 
eliminate extravagant government expenditures, enacted and enforced civil service reform (thus undermining the basis 
of his own public life), assisted in the birth of a modern navy, and initiated an aggressive, expansionist foreign policy 
that set precedents for later administrations. Above all, Reeves concludes, Arthur provided calm and reassurance to a 
nation shocked by Garfields murder and beset by recurrent economic depression. Beyond its illuminating portrait of 
the life and fortunes of Chester Alan Arthur, Gentleman Boss gives a telling account of the politics and politicos that 
shaped Arthurs worldthe corruption of the Grant, Hayes, and Garfield administrations, as well as Arthurs own; the 
civil service reform movement; the internal wars fought within the GOP and the government between the factions led 
by the vain, caustic, and arrogant Roscoe Conkling and his unrelenting competitor for office and plunder, James G. 
Blaine, the Plumed Knight from Mainea world where men manipulated, plotted, and stole for power and prestige and 
the riches that bought both. 


