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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A
calculated riskVon Dr. Bojan TunguzThe travails of us policy and military engagement in Iraq have been dominating
the news for the better part of five years since the invasion in 2003 until some time in 2008. The reason is quite
obvious: what was supposed to be avery quick and decisive military operation that would turn Irag into afree and
peaceful society turned out to be amilitary and political disaster. And yet the news from Iraq stopped dominating the
headlines some time in 2008. The reason for this dramatic turnaround is quite clear: it isthe new US strategy that was
designed to increase the number of US troops on the ground and engage with the Iragi society on a much more direct
basis. This strategy and the way that it came about is the theme of this book. Unlike many other books that have come
out in recent years, thisoneislargely written from the military's point of view. If there is a single name that come to
symbolize "The Surge" that would be the name of general Petraeus. Unjustifiably maligned by some war opponents
early on in his new assignment of turning the situation in Irag around, he has become a stellar example of
professionalism and success with one of the most difficult military assignments ever. But Petraeus was not the only
one in the military who contributed to the development of the new strategy. There are many others, either on active
duty or as civilian advisers, who have helped shape and devel op the new strategy. This book does avery good job of
describing those contributions and giving credit to people who have largely labored behind the scenes. It features
many combat commanders and their troops, and it gives many examples from the frontlines that help illustrate and
affirm the main points.What makes this book particularly interesting and valuable is the sheer amount of first-hand
interview material. Almost all of the main military protagonists are featured, and many of their most important
experiences recoded and presented in an easy journalistic style. The approach to policy that the book adoptsis
pragmatic rather than ideological. It gives as sober of an assessment of what happened during the war as one can find
these days. It concludes with a sobering prediction of where the military engagement is headed, and a prediction that a
substantial US presenceislikely to remain in Irag for many more years, if not decades.The only issue that | have with
the book isthat it may contain too much information: some of the points could have been made with far less material.
But otherwise thisis an excellent read and a must for anyone who is interested in what has really been happening with
The Surge and why it worked in the end.

KurzbeschreibungBased on unprecedented real-time access to the military's entire chain of command, The Gambleis
the definitive account of the insurgency within the US military that led to aradical shift in Americas strategy in Iraq -
and the bloody implementation of that strategy on the ground.In his international bestseller Fiasco, Thomas E. Ricks
gave us the definitive reckoning with what went so wrong in Irag. The story The Gamble tellsis how, when the war
was at its darkest hour, a group of dissident junior commanders and their civilian allies did an end run around their
superiorsin the military establishment and seized control of the war. The result was "the Surge," one of the American
military's boldest strategic gambles since the landings at Inchon.General David Petraeus gave military expert Thomas
E. Ricks extraordinary privileged access to himself and his team during the past two years, and the result is a chronicle
of astonishing vividness and analytical depth. It isthe story of military leadership in the crucible of war, under
excruciating political pressure at home. It is aso the story of the soldiers who executed the strategy out in the field.
Ricks concludes that the war likely will last for many years to come - and that it will not be remembered for the
reasons we think.PressestimmenPressestimmen



