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Von John E. Ferling : The First of Men: A Life of George Washington  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The First of Men: A Life of George Washington: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Akademisch und detailverliebtVon Hans-Joachim RingelstetterThe First of Men: A Life of George WashingtonDer 
Autor ist offensichtlich sehr kenntnisreich, aber auch detailverliebt. Der Text ist nicht immer logisch geordnet und 
nicht gut fr das eigene Studium zu verwenden.Die Sprache ist extrem schwierig. Dem Autor scheint nicht viel daran 
gelegen zu haben, etwas mitzuteilen.Amerikanische Muttersprachler knnten wegen des umfassenden Inhalts dennoch 
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auf ihre Kosten kommen.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. complete and interesting story of 
one of the greatest menVon Ein KundeFerling writes a comprehensive story of one of the greatest persons in history. 
Although it is long (500 pages) it is well-written and very readable. He avoids the tendency in recent years to drag 
Washington down to a common level, and yet the author is honest with his subject's faults. The book contains a helpful 
index and not a few illustrations. This reviewer holds a graduate degree in history and currently teaches college 
history.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Captivating account of our first president's lifeVon 
Donald M. ThomsenThis book is an excellent account of a man who learned from his mistakes in his early life and 
used those experiences to control himself and attain recognition as one of the most accomplished men in history.

KurzbeschreibungWritten by John Ferling, one of America's leading historians of the Revolutionary era, The First of 
Men offers an illuminating portrait of George Washington's life, with emphasis on his military and political 
career.Here is a riveting account that captures Washington in all his complexity, recounting not only Washington's 
familiar sterling qualities--courage, industry, ability to make difficult decisions, ceaseless striving for self-
improvement, love of his family and loyalty to friends--but also his less well known character flaws. Indeed, as Ferling 
shows, Washington had to overcome many negative traits as he matured into a leader. The young Washington was 
accused of ingratitude and certain of his letters from this period read as if they were written by "a pompous martinet 
and a whining, petulant brat." As commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, he lost his temper more than once and 
indulged flatterers. Aaron Burr found him "a boring, colorless person." As president, he often believed the worst about 
individual officials. Ferling concludes that Washington's personality and temperament were those of "a self-centered 
and self-absorbed man, one who since youth had exhibited a fragile self-esteem." And yet he managed to realize 
virtually every grand design he ever conceived. Ferling's Washington is driven, fired by ambition, envy, and dreams of 
fame and fortune. Yet his leadership and character galvanized the American Revolution--probably no one else could 
have kept the war going until the master stroke at Yorktown--and helped the fledgling nation take, and survive, its first 
unsteady steps.This superb paperback makes available once again an unflinchingly honest and compelling biography 
of the father of our country.Pressestimmen"A compelling biography, judicious and searching."--Library Journal 
(starred review)"Ferling obviously has a rare feel for the language. His prose is at times almost poetry, his re-creations 
of the scenes of Washington's endeavors, especially the natural surroundings in which the surveyor, the planter, and 
teh soldier labored, are gripping and masterful."--American Historical "A compelling biography, judicious and 
searching."--Library Journal (starred review)"Ferling obviously has a rare feel for the language. His prose is at times 
almost poetry, his re-creations of the scenes of Washington's endeavors, especially the natural surroundings in which 
the surveyor, the planter, and teh soldier labored, are gripping and masterful."--American Historical 
KurzbeschreibungWritten by John Ferling, one of America's leading historians of the Revolutionary era, The First of 
Men offers an illuminating portrait of George Washington's life, with emphasis on his military and political 
career.Here is a riveting account that captures Washington in all his complexity, recounting not only Washington's 
familiar sterling qualities--courage, industry, ability to make difficult decisions, ceaseless striving for self-
improvement, love of his family and loyalty to friends--but also his less well known character flaws. Indeed, as Ferling 
shows, Washington had to overcome many negative traits as he matured into a leader. The young Washington was 
accused of ingratitude and certain of his letters from this period read as if they were written by "a pompous martinet 
and a whining, petulant brat." As commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, he lost his temper more than once and 
indulged flatterers. Aaron Burr found him "a boring, colorless person." As president, he often believed the worst about 
individual officials. Ferling concludes that Washington's personality and temperament were those of "a self-centered 
and self-absorbed man, one who since youth had exhibited a fragile self-esteem." And yet he managed to realize 
virtually every grand design he ever conceived. Ferling's Washington is driven, fired by ambition, envy, and dreams of 
fame and fortune. Yet his leadership and character galvanized the American Revolution--probably no one else could 
have kept the war going until the master stroke at Yorktown--and helped the fledgling nation take, and survive, its first 
unsteady steps.This superb paperback makes available once again an unflinchingly honest and compelling biography 
of the father of our country. 


