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Von Martin Middlebrook : The First Day on the Somme  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The First Day on the Somme: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Superb, 
moving, the true "Great Generation"Von Thomas WhiteleyMagnificent! Middlebrook broke new ground with this 
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superb book. Based on hundreds of personal interviews with frontline partcipants of July 1st 1916, the blackest day in 
British Army history, this is a MUST read for the student and interested reader alike. Brilliant not only as a "battle 
piece" but also for it's depiction of the volunteer craze which gripped Britain in 1915/16. Ranks with "Old Soldiers 
Never Die" as best WW I book ever, beats Jngers "In Stahlgewittern" by a mile! READ THIS......PLEASE.0 von 0 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein typisches Buch von Martin MiddlebrookVon Stefan HbelEin 
typisches Buch von Martin Middlebrook ber das grte britische Kriegstrauma. Gut recherchiert, beide Seiten kommen 
zu Wort, das Geschehen wird aus der Sicht von zehn ausgewhlten britischen Soldaten beschrieben. Wer auch das Buch 
von Erwin Rommel "Infanterie greift an" gelesen hat, kennt jetzt den Unterschied zwischen schlechte und guter 
Truppenfhrung und Gefechtsaufklrung.AlFirst Day on the Somme (Penguin Classic Military History)les in allem ein 
eindrucksvolles Buch.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. let us never forget the futility of 
war!!Von Stephen FleetLet us not forget the futility of open conflict . The waste of our youth , by senseless old men , 
who think they know best , and are callous about the aftermath if there actions , and the governments absolute apathy 
to the joking men who paid the ultimate sacrifice . Rewarding the people who caused the debacle and ignoring the men 
who did there bidding !!! A disgusting day !! July 1 st 1914 ...

KurzbeschreibungAfter an immense but useless bombardment, at 7.30 am. On 1 July 1916 the British Army went over 
the top and attacked the German trenches. It was the first day of the battle of the Somme, and on that day the British 
suffered nearly 60,000 casualties, two for every yard of their front. With more than fifty times the daily losses at El 
Alamein and fifteen times the British casualties on D-day, 1 July 1916 was the blackest day in the history of the 
British Army. But, more than that, as Lloyd George recognised, it was a watershed in the history of the First World 
War. The Army that attacked on that day was the volunteer Army that had answered Kitchener's call. It had gone into 
action confident of a decisive victory. But by sunset on the first day on the Somme, no one could any longer think of a 
war that might be won. Martin Middlebrook's research has covered not just official and regimental histories and tours 
of the battlefields, but interviews with hundreds of survivors, both British and German. As to the action itself, he 
conveys the overall strategic view and the terrifying reality that it was for front-line soldiers.Pressestimmen"A 
particularly vivid and personal narrative."KurzbeschreibungAfter an immense but useless bombardment, at 7.30 am. 
On 1 July 1916 the British Army went over the top and attacked the German trenches. It was the first day of the battle 
of the Somme, and on that day the British suffered nearly 60,000 casualties, two for every yard of their front. With 
more than fifty times the daily losses at El Alamein and fifteen times the British casualties on D-day, 1 July 1916 was 
the blackest day in the history of the British Army. But, more than that, as Lloyd George recognised, it was a 
watershed in the history of the First World War. The Army that attacked on that day was the volunteer Army that had 
answered Kitchener's call. It had gone into action confident of a decisive victory. But by sunset on the first day on the 
Somme, no one could any longer think of a war that might be won. Martin Middlebrook's research has covered not just 
official and regimental histories and tours of the battlefields, but interviews with hundreds of survivors, both British 
and German. As to the action itself, he conveys the overall strategic view and the terrifying reality that it was for front-
line soldiers. 


