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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Everlasting Man 
(annotated, illustrated, complete navigation) (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great 
and enlightendVon Diego Ramos RodriguezWonderful a classic Chesterton.It makes appetite for more books by 
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Chesterton.Recomendation for all with an open mind.For every believer a must read...6 von 6 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Holy Curmudgeon of the Catholic ChurchVon Ein KundeI've reread this book after 
ten years and found it just as astonishing a work as I did the first time around. Chesterton is a consummate apologist, 
combining a sincere reverence for his subject matter with a devastating sense of humour and a true generalist's 
erudition. He has a wonderful ability of taking accepted secular dogmas, turning them completely on their heads, and 
in the process making Catholic dogmas, rejected for their lack of congruence with modernism, look sensible and 
enlightened. This polemical mastery is one of the enduring qualities of "The Everlasting Man".Although much of the 
first part of the book may seem dated (it consists mostly of a friendly attack on H.G. Wells anti-Christian "Outline of 
History") Chesterton's points are still well taken. Many of his musings on evolution can be put to use today against the 
adherents of creationism as well as the scientifically arrogant. Although he takes 50 pages to say it (he IS a bit of a 
windbag, but his blustery style and curmudgeonly wit makes it enjoyable all the while), his point about the 
anthropology of his day is that it is inherently incapable of explaining the irreconcilable chasm between man and the 
critters he may have materially evolved from. And this difference is constituted by Mind, or by man's soul, as 
manifested primarily (for Chesterton) in art and religion. One could add science. His illustrations on this point are 
hilarious. He draws the silly images of cows writing sonatas, sheep practising an elaborate form of ancestor worship, 
and dogs in solemn procession wearing canine mitres and swinging censors smouldering with dog-appealing scents. 
All to show the gap that separates us from the animals.When he moves to specifically Christian apologetics, 
Chesterton presents a theory of history that, though it bears an obvious resemblance to Augustine's philosophy of 
history, is remarkably unique and dramatically compelling. The chapter on the war of the gods and demons will assure 
that you never again think of the Punic Wars in the same way. It also puts to rest much nonsensical multi-culturalist 
cant.And indeed this constant struggle, in history, between two supernatural forces permeates Chesterton's sense of 
history; another similarity to Augustine. However, he is not by any means a Manichean. He is constantly pointing out 
the marvels of the salvation story and falls prostrate in stricken awe at the very idea of the Incarnation being a fact.And 
this is the point of the book; namely, to reinvigorate the awesomeness of that Idea and, more importantly, that Fact, by 
trying to tell it anew, and by asserting and demonstrating that nothing in modernity or before has ever been able to 
contradict it, nor to dissuade the millions who have pinned their hope and derived their inspiration from it.5 von 5 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An extraordinary exposition of Christian thoughtVon Ein KundeI 
was raised a Catholic but abandoned religion more than ten years ago when I found it incompatible with my own 
scientifically and historically informed worldview. Nevertheless I have never lost my intellectual fascination with 
Christianity and especially with its moral philosophy. This book is certainly the best, clearest, most enjoyable and 
cogent exposition I have come across about what it really means, intellectually and morally, to be a Christian. It did 
not convert me, but it certainly gave me a much clearer understanding of (and a much stronger respect for) what 
Christianity is about. This book is well worth your time even if you come to it simply to help you understand the place 
of Christianity in the history of human thought.

KurzbeschreibungThe Everlasting Man is a two-part history of mankind, Christ, and Christianity, by G. K. Chesterton. 
This Kindle edition includes 136 endnotes and 13 illustrations that help contemporary reader to better understand the 
author, his ideas, historical context, his references to numerous names and events.C. S. Lewis credited the book with 
"baptising" his intellect, much as George MacDonald's writings had baptised his imagination, so as to make him more 
than half-converted well before he could bring himself to embrace Christianity..deWhat, if anything, is it that makes 
the human uniquely human? This, in part, is the question that G.K. Chesterton starts with in this classic exploration of 
human history. Responding to the evolutionary materialism of his contemporary (and antagonist) H.G. Wells, 
Chesterton in this work affirms human uniqueness and the unique message of the Christian faith. Writing in a time 
when social Darwinism was rampant, Chesterton instead argued that the idea that society has been steadily progressing 
from a state of primitivism and barbarity towards civilization is simply and flatly inaccurate. "Barbarism and 
civilization were not successive stages in the progress of the world," he affirms, with arguments drawn from the 
histories of both Egypt and Babylon. As always with Chesterton, there is in this analysis something (as he said of 
Blake) "very plain and emphatic." He sees in Christianity a rare blending of philosophy and mythology, or reason and 
story, which satisfies both the mind and the heart. On both levels it rings true. As he puts it, "in answer to the historical 
query of why it was accepted, and is accepted, I answer for millions of others in my reply; because it fits the lock; 
because it is like life." Here, as so often in Chesterton, we sense a lived, awakened faith. All that he writes derives 
from a keen intellect guided by the heart's own knowledge. --Doug Thorpe.co.ukWhat--if anything--is it that makes 
the human uniquely human? This, in part, is the question that G.K. Chesterton starts with in this classic exploration of 
human history. Responding to the evolutionary materialism of his contemporary (and antagonist) H.G. Wells, 
Chesterton in this work affirms human uniqueness and the unique message of the Christian faith. Writing in a time 
when social Darwinism was rampant, Chesterton instead argued that the idea that society has been steadily progressing 



from a state of primitivism and barbarity towards "civilization" is simply and flatly inaccurate. "Barbarism and 
civilization were not successive stages in the progress of the world", he affirms, with arguments drawn from the 
histories of both Egypt and Babylon.As always with Chesterton, there is in this analysis something (as he said of 
Blake) "very plain and emphatic". He sees in Christianity a rare blending of philosophy and mythology, or reason and 
story, which satisfies both the mind and the heart. On both levels it rings true. As he puts it, "in answer to the historical 
query of why it was accepted, and is accepted, I answer for millions of others in my reply; because it fits the lock; 
because it is like life". Here, as so often in Chesterton, we sense a lived, awakened faith. All that he himself writes 
derives from a keen intellect guided by the heart's own knowledge. --Doug Thorpe 


