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Von James H. Hallas : The Devil's Anvil: The Assault on Peleliu  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Devil's Anvil: The Assault on Peleliu: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Pacific 
Wafare at its bestVon D.CaracciloThe time? Fall 1944. The place? The island of Peleliu, an obscure speck of coral 500 
miles east of the Philippines. General William Rupertus's US 1st Marine Division found themselves pitted against the 
vaunted, often overly hailed, but numerically superior deeply entrenched Japanese soldiers who had spent six months 
preparing for the battle. Most envisioned a quick two-day battle, however, as James H. Hallas's The Devils Anvil: The 
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Assault on Peleliu reveals, before the "Americans could claim a victory, the fight had become one of the war's most 
costly successes." Even more tragic, as Hallas admits, was that Peleliu, in the end, was ultimately deemed "an 
unnecessary seizure." Pulled off of Cape Gloucester in April 1944, the 1st Marine Division had expected to return to 
Australia. Much to their dismay, they ended up on Pavuvu, the largest of the Russell Islands some 60 miles northwest 
of their old battlefields on Guadalcanal. While Pavuvu was clearly an inhabitable place, the island the division was 
slated to take was nothing more than a tiny atoll where the continual rain turning the whole island into what a Marine 
later described as a "deep stinking mush." The name of this island was Peleliu. The logic behind seizing Peleliu was 
that General MacArthur felt that the island posed serious threat to the Allied approach on the Philippines. They also 
predicted that it could be seized in less than two days. They were mistaken on both counts. Hallas's book clearly shows 
that the 1,500 Americans who lost their lives in the 68 day struggle for the 6,400 acre island, did so for naught. The 
island was, in the end, of "dubious value." The Allies were moving quickly in the South Pacific and by the time the 
island of Peleliu was seized, to "became a backwater almost before it was invaded." For those who survived the battle, 
Peleliu "remains a bitter, emotionally exhausting chapter of their lives. The Devil's Anvil brings the reader to the 
forefront of the human struggle that is indicative of not only war, but of a battle that was forgotten even before it was 
printed in the annals of history. From the eyes of famous men like Colonel Lewis Puller down to the lowest private, 
Hallas has offered military buffs and serious academicians alike an opportunity to experience what it was like to be a 
US Marine in the South Pacific. This book is an essential part to any World War II library.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Pacific Warfare at its bestVon D.CaracciloThe time? Fall 1944. The place? The island of 
Peleliu, an obscure speck of coral 500 miles east of the Philippines. General William Rupertus's US 1st Marine 
Division found themselves pitted against the vaunted, often overly hailed, but numerically superior deeply entrenched 
Japanese soldiers who had spent six months preparing for the battle. Most envisioned a quick two-day battle, however, 
as James H. Hallas's The Devils Anvil: The Assault on Peleliu reveals, before the "Americans could claim a victory, 
the fight had become one of the war's most costly successes." Even more tragic, as Hallas admits, was that Peleliu, in 
the end, was ultimately deemed "an unnecessary seizure." Pulled off of Cape Gloucester in April 1944, the 1st Marine 
Division had expected to return to Australia. Much to their dismay, they ended up on Pavuvu, the largest of the Russell 
Islands some 60 miles northwest of their old battlefields on Guadalcanal. While Pavuvu was clearly an inhabitable 
place, the island the division was slated to take was nothing more than a tiny atoll where the continual rain turning the 
whole island into what a Marine later described as a "deep stinking mush." The name of this island was Peleliu. The 
logic behind seizing Peleliu was that General MacArthur felt that the island posed serious threat to the Allied approach 
on the Philippines. They also predicted that it could be seized in less than two days. They were mistaken on both 
counts. Hallas's book clearly shows that the 1,500 Americans who lost their lives in the 68 day struggle for the 6,400 
acre island, did so for naught. The island was, in the end, of "dubious value." The Allies were moving quickly in the 
South Pacific and by the time the island of Peleliu was seized, to "became a backwater almost before it was invaded." 
For those who survived the battle, Peleliu "remains a bitter, emotionally exhausting chapter of their lives. The Devil's 
Anvil brings the reader to the forefront of the human struggle that is indicative of not only war, but of a battle that was 
forgotten even before it was printed in the annals of history. From the eyes of famous men like Colonel Lewis Puller 
down to the lowest private, Hallas has offered military buffs and serious academicians alike an opportunity to 
experience what it was like to be a US Marine in the South Pacific. This book is an essential part to any World War II 
library.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good research. A couple places could be 
improved!Von Ein KundeI've tried to find the author's mailing or e-mail address, but haven't found it yet.I was in the 
1st MarDiv and was on Peleliu so I can think of a few things that would add a lot to the book. However it was a 
GREAT job for someone who wasn't there!!For non-Marines I would have put an organizational chart at the beginning 
of the book, just to show the makeup of a Marine Div. The abbreviations were very confusing with no chart.All of the 
maps could have been full page with more details, and I'msure it would be much better to show a group of maps with 
the progress of the front lines for every few days.Otherwise it is too unclear!It would be fabulous if Mr. Hallas would 
use his expert research talents to locate the addresses and E-mails of all the surviving Peleliu marines, and contact 
them to inquire if they would approve of their name being printed in a neat Book.Most of them who say YES would 
surely purchase the book.Somewhat more tedious would be to make such a book about every Marine in the 1st Mar. 
Div. who is still "available."(Or it could be done one Regiment at a time.) What a great service this would be.Thank 
you.

KurzbeschreibungOn September 15, 1944, General William Rupertus and the 16,000 Marines of the U.S. 1st Marine 
Division moved confidently toward Peleliu, an obscure speck of coral island 500 miles east of the Philippines. Though 
he knew a tough fight awaited him, Rupertus anticipated a quick two-day crush to victory, strengthening Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur's flank in his drive on the Philippines. Instead, as The Devil's Anvil reveals, American forces struggled 
desperately for more than two months against 10,000 deeply entrenched Japanese soldiers who had spent six months 



preparing for the battle. By the time the weary Americans could claim a victory, the fight had become one of the war's 
most costly successes. Even more tragic, Peleliu was later deemed a more or less unnecessary seizure.For those who 
survived, Peleliu remains a bitter, emotionally exhausting chapter of their lives. In The Devil's Anvil, Hallas reports on 
the personal combat experience of scores of officers and enlisted men who were at Peleliu. These men describe the 
heartbreaking loss of friends, the pain of wounds, and the heat, dirt, and exhaustion of a fight that never seemed to 
end.Pressestimmen"The Devil's Anvil brings to the forefront the human struggle that is indicative of not only war, but 
of a battle that was forgotten even before it was printed in the annals of history. From the eyes of famous men like 
Colonel Lewis Puller down to the lowest private, Hallas has offered military buffs and serious academicians alike an 
opportunity to experience what it was like to be a U.S. Marine in the South Pacific. This book is an essential part to 
any WWII library."-Military"James H. Hallas has performed a service by adding to the limited amount of good 
material available on Peleliu."-Leatherneck"The author has skillfully woven together both operational facts and 
personal recollections to create a highly readable story of the battle."-Marine Corps Gazette"I highly recommend The 
Devil's Anvil for anyone interested in World War II military history. By relying on the oral accounts of survivors, 
Hallas paints a particularly vivid portrait of a very violent struggle accentuated by many individual acts of heroism."-
Military Intelligence?James H. Hallas has performed a service by adding to the limited amount of good material 
available on Peleliu.?-Leatherneck?The author has skillfully woven together both operational facts and personal 
recollections to create a highly readable story of the battle.?-Marine Corps Gazette?I highly recommend The Devil's 
Anvil for anyone interested in World War II military history. By relying on the oral accounts of survivors, Hallas 
paints a particularly vivid portrait of a very violent struggle accentuated by many individual acts of heroism.?-Military 
Intelligence?The Devil's Anvil brings to the forefront the human struggle that is indicative of not only war, but of a 
battle that was forgotten even before it was printed in the annals of history. From the eyes of famous men like Colonel 
Lewis Puller down to the lowest private, Hallas has offered military buffs and serious academicians alike an 
opportunity to experience what it was like to be a U.S. Marine in the South Pacific. This book is an essential part to 
any WWII library.?-MilitaryKurzbeschreibungOn September 15, 1944, General William Rupertus and the 16,000 
Marines of the U.S. 1st Marine Division moved confidently toward Peleliu, an obscure speck of coral island 500 miles 
east of the Philippines. Though he knew a tough fight awaited him, Rupertus anticipated a quick two-day crush to 
victory, strengthening Gen. Douglas MacArthur's flank in his drive on the Philippines. Instead, as The Devil's Anvil 
reveals, American forces struggled desperately for more than two months against 10,000 deeply entrenched Japanese 
soldiers who had spent six months preparing for the battle. By the time the weary Americans could claim a victory, the 
fight had become one of the war's most costly successes. Even more tragic, Peleliu was later deemed a more or less 
unnecessary seizure.For those who survived, Peleliu remains a bitter, emotionally exhausting chapter of their lives. In 
The Devil's Anvil, Hallas reports on the personal combat experience of scores of officers and enlisted men who were 
at Peleliu. These men describe the heartbreaking loss of friends, the pain of wounds, and the heat, dirt, and exhaustion 
of a fight that never seemed to end. 


