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Von Samuel W. Mitcham Jr. : The Desert Fox in Normandy: Rommel's Defense of Fortress Europe before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Desert Fox in Normandy:
Rommeél's Defense of Fortress Europe:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. admire
Rommel ? this book won't dampen your spiritsVon Ein KundeMitcham's thoughtfully researched analysis of Rommel's
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final months reads a bit like hero worship, but the thorough documentation of sources (and quality thereof) makes this
a definitive third-party analysis of this period of Rommel's career. Mitcham casts Rommel as strategic seer,
chronicling the Field Marshal's workmanlike foretelling of so many Allied tactics that you really do wonder if the U.S.
would've been pushed back into the sea at Omaha had Rommel been able to @) properly fortify the coastline and b)
bring up the 15th Panzer Division, which stood idle during so much of the crucial fighting in the bocage and on the
Cotentin Peninsula. In explaining Rommel's role in the Hitler assassination attempt, Mitcham distances Rommel from
direct involvement, painting him as politically naive and motivated to prevent a Russian overrun of Germany by
"arresting” Hitler and seeing to a political restructuring of the Reich through a negotiated, Allied truce. Whether ! ! or
not this was the case is uncertain to me, but it does make me speculate about what a post-Hitler Germany would have
been like had the plan worked. Rommel as its president? Mitcham thinks this could have been the case.

KurzbeschreibungPerhaps the most famous and admired soldier to fight in World War 11 was Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel, who achieved immortality as the Desert Fox. Rommel's first field command during the war was the 7th
Panzer Division-also known as the Ghost Division-which he led in France in 1940. During this campaign, the 7th
Panzer suffered more casualties than any other division in the German Army. During the process, it inflicted a
disporoportionate amount of casualties upon the enemy. It took 97,486 prisoners, captured 458 tanks and armored
vehicles, 277 field guns, 64 anti-tank guns and 4,000 to 5,000 trucks. It captured or destroyed hundreds of tons of

other military equipment, shot down 52 aircraft, destroyed 15 more aircraft on the ground, and captured 12 additional
planes. It destroyed the French 1st Armored Division and the 4th North African Division, punched through the
Maginot Line extension near sSivry, and checked the largest Allied counteroffensive of the campaign at Arras. When
France surrendered, the Ghost Division was within 200 miles of the Spanish border. No doubt about it-Rommel had
proven himself a great military leader who was capable of greater things. His next command, in fact, would be the
Afrika Korps, where the legend of the Desert Fox was born.Rommel had a great deal of help in France-and much more
than his published papers suggest. His staff officers and company, battalion and regimental commanders were an
extremely capable collection of military leaders, which included 12 future generals (two of them SS), and two colonels
who briefly commanded panzer divisions but never reached general rank. They also included Colonel Erich von
Unger, who would no doubt have become a general had he not been killed in action while commanding a motorized
rifle brigade on the Eastern Front in 1941, aswell as Kark Hanke, a Nazi gauleiter who later succeeded Heinrich
Himmler as the last Reichsfuehrer-SS. No historian has ever recognized the talented cast of characters who supported
the Desert Fox in 1940. No one has ever attempted to tell their stories. This book remedies this deficiency.In the weeks
prior to D-Day, Rommel analyzed Allied bombing patterns and concluded that they were trying to make Normandy a
strategic island in order to isolate the battlefield. Rommel a so noticed that the Allies had mined the entire Channel
coast, while the naval approaches to Normandy were clear. Realizing that Normandy would be the likely site of the
invasion, he replaced the poorly-equipped 716th Infantry Division with the battle-hardened 352nd Infantry Division on
the coastal sector. But his request for additional troops was denied by Hitler. Mitcham offers a remarkable theory of
why Allied intelligence failed to learn of this critical troop movement, and why they were not prepared for the heavier
resistance they met on Omaha Beach. He uses a number of little-known primary sources which contradict previously
published accounts of Rommel, his officers, and the last days of the Third Reich. These sources provide amazing
insight into the invasion of Normandy from the German point of view. They include German personnel records,
unpublished papers, and the manuscripts of top German officers like general of Panzer Troops Baron Leo Geys von
Schweppenburg, the commander of Panzer Group West. This book also contains a thorough examination of the
virtually ignored battles of the Luftwaffe in France in 1944.PressestimmenA suitable companion to Stephen E.
Ambrose's Citizen Soldiers... The book gives readers an appreciation of the tenacity of the German soldier. Armor A
fascinating account, from the German point of view, of what went wrong in the Normandy campaign. Associated Press
An excellent account of Rommel's engineering and tactical accomplishments during the last few months of hislife,
from the end of 1943 to hisinvoluntary suicide in 1944. Publishers Weekly A well-balanced examination... Mitcham
shows how Rommel executed one of his most brilliant campaignsin defending France with next to no reinforcements
or resupply... A worthy study that should interest all readers. Library Journal Mitcham weaves a fascinating story of
heroic striving by Rommel, and by his German troops, to overcome time and German senior mismanagement. This
book would be a valuable addition to any collection of works on World War 1, both for its masterful coverage of Axis
military organizational, operational, and tactical activities, aswell as for its excellent minibiographies of important
German military and naval officers. They alone are sufficient reason to acquire this book. Journal of Military
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