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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Always
Relevant . . . and Still aLively Read at That!'Von Brian JonesEditor Bernard Bailyn has assembled afirst-rate
collection of letters, circulars, pamphlets, speeches, and what would be the colonial equivalent of modern op-ed pieces
that allows today's readers to witness the founding of a government through the eyes of (and with the voices of) those
who were really there. But don't be fooled into thinking this is going to be the stilted, polite prose that often belongs to
18th century philosophers or debaters. Many of the pieces Bailyn has selected are remakrkably spry and teeming with
understated wit.Those who think that mud-slinging, negative campaigning, and assaults on the integrity of the
opponent are modern day creations may be surprised to see that those in the 18th century could be just as nitpicky,
petty, and ascerbic as their present day decendants -- and yet still remain surprisingly gentlemanly about the whole
thing. Some letter writers absolutely seethe with irritation at their opposition, and by presenting his debaters in roughly
chronological order, Bailyn ensures that for every "Oh yeah?' uttered by a Federalist, there will soon be aresponsive
"Yeah!" from the anti-Federalist side. It all makesfor lively and informative reading, and one wonders if such a
critical debate could be carried out with such mannersin today's media.lt should come as no surprise that most of the
Hamilton-Madison-Jay Federalist Papers are in here, as are the level-headed, persuasive anti-Federalist arguments of
James Wilson and George Mason. But the real jewels in these volumes lie in the thoughtful and frank correspondence
that passed back and forth between not only the Major Players, but aso between some of the lesser-known writers,
who make their cases for or against the Constitution with genuine passion and conviction.Bailyn wisely leaves the spin
to the writers themselves, but when he does step in, Bailyn isamost helpful editor, and the final 240 pages contain
short biographies of every writer (or letter recipient) in the book, an informative chronology of events (and Bailyn
makes sure readers have a perspective for the debates in this book by starting the chronology in 1774, some 13 years
before the first words in this book were spoken), and competent notes on the text to help readers unfamiliar with some
of the players or events keep everything sorted out.Even though we all have the luxury of knowing that Everything
Came Out All Right In The End -- the Constitution was ratified -- there is still quite a bit of drama here, particularly in
the debates in the State Ratifying Conventions, which are carried out with suitable handwringing and bluster on both
sides. Appropriately, then, the final piece in here is the dramatic speech the previously skeptical John Hancock
delivered in the Massachusetts convention, informing his colleagues he would, indeed, vote for ratification. Hancock's
words are as stirring now as they were then -- but I'll let you read them for yourself.1f you have the opportunity,
purchase both Volume | and Volume |1 together. Not only will you get the complete debates (Volume | endsin
February 1788; volume Il is needed to make it to August), but you'll also get one of the Library of Americastypically
attractive slip-cases. It's alittle more expensive, but worth it.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
One of my most treasured possessions.Von Ein KundePart one opens with Benjamin Franklin's speech at the
conclusion of the Constitutional Convention, September 17,1787. Two pages long, this speech and al the others that
follow, are short, easy to read and in tolerably modern english. Both sides of the argument are presented, not just the
federalist opinion but also the anti-federalist.Many concerns the anti-federalist writers had have proven true. We have
created an aristocracy. We do have trouble with our standing peace time army being used to oppress the citizenry.
Thank God they had the forsight to require the inclusion of awritten bill of rights.These books are required reading for
every educated citizen. Quit reading my review and place these books in your shopping basket right now

KurzbeschreibungHere, on a scale unmatched by any previous collection, isthe extraordinary energy and eloguence of
our first national political campaign: During the secret proceedings of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, the
framers created a fundamentally new national plan to replace the Articles of Confederation and then submitted it to
conventions in each state for ratification. Immediately, afierce storm of argument broke. Federalist supporters,
Antifederalist opponents, and seekers of a middle ground strove to balance public order and personal liberty as they
praised, condemned, challenged, and analyzed the new Constitution Gathering hundreds of original texts by Franklin,
Madison, Jefferson, Washington, and Patrick Henryas well as many others less well known todaythis unrivaled
collection allows readers to experience firsthand the intense year-long struggle that created what remains the worlds
oldest working national charter.Assembled here in chronologica order are hundreds of newspaper articles, pamphlets,
speeches, and private letters written or delivered in the aftermath of the Constitutional Convention. Along with
familiar figureslike Franklin, Madison, Patrick Henry, Jefferson, and Washington, scores of less famous citizens are
represented, all speaking clearly and passionately about government. The most famous writings of the ratification
struggle the Federalist essays of Hamilton and Madison are placed in their original context, alongside the arguments of
able antagonists, such as "Brutus' and the "Federal Farmer."Part One includes press polemics and private
commentaries from September1787 to January 1788. That autumn, powerful arguments were made against the new
charter by Virginian George Mason and the still-unidentified "Federal Farmer," whilein New Y ork newspapers, the



Federalist essaysinitiated a brilliant defense. Dozens of speeches from the state ratifying conventions show how the
"draft of aplan, nothing but adead letter," in Madison's words, had "life and validity...breathed into it by the voice of
the people." Included are the conventions in Pennsylvania, where James Wilson confronted the democratic skepticism
of those representing the western frontier, and in Massachusetts, where John Hancock and Samuel Adams forged a
crucial compromise that saved the country from years of political convulsion.Informative notes, biographical profiles
of all writers, speakers, and recipients, and a detailed chronology of relevant events from 1774 to 1804 provide
fascinating background. A general index allows readers to follow specific topics, and an appendix includes the
Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution (with all
amendments).Pressestimmen’ The best resource for understanding the morning headlines I've seen in along time." Bill
Moyers'An easily accessible set of sacred writings for Americas civil religion, these two books are composed of the
very stuff of history." The Chicago Tribune'Not only isit wonderful writing, it iswonderful thinking." Nina
Totenberg, NPRK urzbeschreibungHere, on a scale unmatched by any previous collection, is the extraordinary energy
and eloquence of our first national political campaign: During the secret proceedings of the Constitutional Convention
in 1787, the framers created a fundamentally new national plan to replace the Articles of Confederation and then
submitted it to conventions in each state for ratification. Immediately, afierce storm of argument broke. Federalist
supporters, Antifederalist opponents, and seekers of a middle ground strove to balance public order and personal
liberty as they praised, condemned, challenged, and analyzed the new Constitution Gathering hundreds of original
texts by Franklin, Madison, Jefferson, Washington, and Patrick Henryas well as many others less well known
todaythis unrivaled collection alows readers to experience firsthand the intense year-long struggle that created what
remains the worlds oldest working national charter.Assembled herein chronological order are hundreds of newspaper
articles, pamphlets, speeches, and private letters written or delivered in the aftermath of the Constitutional Convention.
Along with familiar figures like Franklin, Madison, Patrick Henry, Jefferson, and Washington, scores of less famous
citizens are represented, all speaking clearly and passionately about government. The most famous writings of the
ratification struggle the Federalist essays of Hamilton and Madison are placed in their original context, alongside the
arguments of able antagonists, such as"Brutus' and the "Federal Farmer."Part One includes press polemics and private
commentaries from September1787 to January 1788. That autumn, powerful arguments were made against the new
charter by Virginian George Mason and the still-unidentified "Federal Farmer,” whilein New Y ork newspapers, the
Federalist essays initiated a brilliant defense. Dozens of speeches from the state ratifying conventions show how the
"draft of aplan, nothing but a dead letter," in Madison's words, had "life and validity...breathed into it by the voice of
the people." Included are the conventions in Pennsylvania, where James Wilson confronted the democratic skepticism
of those representing the western frontier, and in Massachusetts, where John Hancock and Samuel Adams forged a
crucial compromise that saved the country from years of political convulsion.Informative notes, biographical profiles
of all writers, speakers, and recipients, and a detailed chronology of relevant events from 1774 to 1804 provide
fascinating background. A general index allows readers to follow specific topics, and an appendix includes the
Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution (with all anendments).



