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Von Qiu Jin : The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident in the Cultural Revolution  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Culture of Power: The Lin Biao Incident 
in the Cultural Revolution: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
IntriguingVon Steven ShirleyThe mists that surround the Lin Biao incident have not been completely cleared even in 
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the increasingly open Chinese society. Scholars who have tried to tackle this issue have run into the roadblocks of the 
CCP, keeping them from garnering valuable insight into the matter. However, Dr. Jin has succeeded where others have 
failed. The daughter of Wu Faxian, one of Lin Biao's trusted generals, Jin not only sheds new light into the Lin Biao 
incident but also illuminates the lives and court intrigues of those around Biao. The reader will quickly see that the 
ancient intrigues that surrounded the dynastic struggles of Old China did not pass away with the Qing dynasty but 
were alive and well in the era of Mao Zedong, particularly during the Cultural Revolution. Using a mixture of primary 
resources and personal interviews Jin weaves a masterful tale of just how and why Lin Biao fell from Mao's grace and 
ultimately died in a mysterious plane crash. We learn of the role of Lin's children and his wife, a subject that few 
scholars have devoted as much effort to uncovering. Jin's closeness to some of the major players in the incident in no 
way affects her objectivity, but gives the entire affair a new dimension. She examines the incident with the careful lens 
of a historian, piecing together the factual with the circumstantial. This book belongs on the shelves of every China 
scholar, and those who are interested in the fascinating stories of these men and women, many of whom rose from 
peasants to the pinnacle of power within the "new" China.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Powerful Insight Into the Cult of Power within Mao's ChinaVon Steven ShirleyEarly in the book we learn that the 
author is no ordinary scholar, but is instead the daughter of Wu Faxian, one of Lin Biao's principle generals and insider 
into the entire affair. However, it should be noted that the author's closeness to some of the actors involved does not 
interfere with her giving a balanced treatment of the subject, and she tells a riveting story that is enlightening and 
informative. Besides the Lin Biao incident, the book gives remarkable insight into the origins of the Cultural 
Revolution, as well as the cult of personality surrounding Mao Zedong. In the end, we learn intimate details about 
those around Lin Biao, his family, and his friends, all of who seemed to have played an integral role in Lin's downfall, 
maybe a larger role than any scholarly treatment of the subject has discovered thus far. This book is a valuable tool for 
those who wish to understand the Lin Biao incident. But more than that it is a book for the student of the Cultural 
Revolution and those interested in the personal dynamics that surrounded the lives of those who rose from peasantry to 
the pinnacle of power in the new China, as well as their ultimate corruption and downfall.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good ReadVon Shanti ShinQiu Jin's book on the Lin Biao incident is an intriguing look 
behind the scenes of one of communist China's remaining mysteries. Why did Lin turn on Mao? What role did his 
subordinates play? What effect did it have on China? Some of these questions are not answered, but others are. Most 
interesting in this book is the role of Lin's family, including his ambitious son and strong wife. The reader with a sense 
of Chinese history will see that the intrigues of Communist China did not differ much from Imperial China. Jin does a 
great job and illustrating this. Although she does say some things that are troubling, such as calling Mao 
"compassionate," overall her treatment of the subject is valuable for the insider perspective that she brings to the 
subject. I wholeheartedly recommend this book. I hope Jin follows up in the future.

KurzbeschreibungOn the night of September 12-13, 1971, Lin Biao, Mao Zedongs officially recognized closest 
comrade-in-arms and chosen successor, was killed in a mysterious plane crash in Mongolia. The Chinese government 
did not issue an announcement of Lins death, and it became generally known only in the summer of 1972, when the 
official explanation stated that Lin had masterminded plans for a coup dtat and the assassination of Mao, and died 
fleeing to the Soviet Union after both plans had failed. But no convincing proof was offered to substantiate these 
claims, and the Lin Biao incident has remained an unsolved mystery.The author brings unique credentials to her 
reexamination of the incident. She is the daughter of the former commander-in-chief of the Chinese air force, who 
served under Lin and, along with thousands of others, was imprisoned as a result of the purges that followed Lins 
death. For this book, she has drawn upon her fathers unpublished memoirs, interviews with former high government 
officials and their families, and her own experience and acquaintances among the governments elite families, as well 
as an abundance of newly available documents. The book reexplores three key questions surrounding the Lin Biao 
incident: Why would Lin, the brilliant architect of pivotal victories in the Civil War who had been doggedly loyal to 
Mao for decades, suddenly attempt an ill-conceived coup? Why, when the alleged coup failed, would he defect to the 
Soviet Union? And why and how did Lins plane crash?Challenging the official account, this book puts forth a 
radically different interpretation of the incident, arguing that in a narrow sense it was a consequence of the poisonous 
interplay of governmental politics and family politics during the Cultural Revolution. The roles of Lins wife, Ye Qun, 
and son, Lin Liguo, in the events leading up to the fateful flight are fully discussed for the first time in any language. 
This view is vividly set forth against a moving portrayal of Chinese society in the throes of the Cultural Revolution 
and the increasingly desperate efforts of an aging Mao to assure his own immortality.Pressestimmen" Highly 
recommended for all libraries." -- "Library Journal"" Jin Qiu presents a fascinating and detailed investigation of one of 
the stranger twists in modern Chinese political history, and as such it is a significant contribution to scholarship on the 
period." -- "American Journal of Chinese Studies"" In describing the political culture that produced Lin Biao, Jin Qiu 
accomplishes what very few Westerners could ever hope to: the construction of a nuanced and reasonably full-orbed 



cultural discussion of the texture and tenor of extra-institutional machinations, interpersonal relationships, family and 
inter-family dynamics, and even jealousies and superstitions that figured into decision-making and policy 
formulation." -- "Canadian Journal of History""Highly recommended for all libraries."--"Library Journal"Highly 
recommended for all libraries."Library Journal"In describing the political culture that produced Lin Biao, Jin Qiu 
accomplishes what very few Westerners could ever hope to: the construction of a nuanced and reasonably full-orbed 
cultural discussion of the texture and tenor of extra-institutional machinations, interpersonal relationships, family and 
inter-family dynamics, and even jealousies and superstitions that figured into decision-making and policy 
formulation."Canadian Journal of History"Jin Qiu presents a fascinating and detailed investigation of one of the 
stranger twists in modern Chinese political history, and as such it is a significant contribution to scholarship on the 
period."American Journal of Chinese Studies""Highly recommended for all libraries.""Library Journal"""Highly 
recommended for all libraries."--Library Journal"In describing the political culture that produced Lin Biao, Jin Qiu 
accomplishes what very few Westerners could ever hope to: the construction of a nuanced and reasonably full-orbed 
cultural discussion of the texture and tenor of extra-institutional machinations, interpersonal relationships, family and 
inter-family dynamics, and even jealousies and superstitions that figured into decision-making and policy 
formulation."--Canadian Journal of History"Jin Qiu presents a fascinating and detailed investigation of one of the 
stranger twists in modern Chinese political history, and as such it is a significant contribution to scholarship on the 
period."--American Journal of Chinese Studies-Jin Qiu presents a fascinating and detailed investigation of one of the 
stranger twists in modern Chinese political history, and as such it is a significant contribution to scholarship on the 
period.---American Journal of Chinese Studies-In describing the political culture that produced Lin Biao, Jin Qiu 
accomplishes what very few Westerners could ever hope to: the construction of a nuanced and reasonably full-orbed 
cultural discussion of the texture and tenor of extra-institutional machinations, interpersonal relationships, family and 
inter-family dynamics, and even jealousies and superstitions that figured into decision-making and policy 
formulation.---Canadian Journal of History-Highly recommended for all libraries.---Library 
JournalKurzbeschreibungOn the night of September 12-13, 1971, Lin Biao, Mao Zedongs officially recognized closest 
comrade-in-arms and chosen successor, was killed in a mysterious plane crash in Mongolia. The Chinese government 
did not issue an announcement of Lins death, and it became generally known only in the summer of 1972, when the 
official explanation stated that Lin had masterminded plans for a coup dtat and the assassination of Mao, and died 
fleeing to the Soviet Union after both plans had failed. But no convincing proof was offered to substantiate these 
claims, and the Lin Biao incident has remained an unsolved mystery.The author brings unique credentials to her 
reexamination of the incident. She is the daughter of the former commander-in-chief of the Chinese air force, who 
served under Lin and, along with thousands of others, was imprisoned as a result of the purges that followed Lins 
death. For this book, she has drawn upon her fathers unpublished memoirs, interviews with former high government 
officials and their families, and her own experience and acquaintances among the governments elite families, as well 
as an abundance of newly available documents. The book reexplores three key questions surrounding the Lin Biao 
incident: Why would Lin, the brilliant architect of pivotal victories in the Civil War who had been doggedly loyal to 
Mao for decades, suddenly attempt an ill-conceived coup? Why, when the alleged coup failed, would he defect to the 
Soviet Union? And why and how did Lins plane crash?Challenging the official account, this book puts forth a 
radically different interpretation of the incident, arguing that in a narrow sense it was a consequence of the poisonous 
interplay of governmental politics and family politics during the Cultural Revolution. The roles of Lins wife, Ye Qun, 
and son, Lin Liguo, in the events leading up to the fateful flight are fully discussed for the first time in any language. 
This view is vividly set forth against a moving portrayal of Chinese society in the throes of the Cultural Revolution 
and the increasingly desperate efforts of an aging Mao to assure his own immortality. 


