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Von N. A. M. Rodger : The Command of the Ocean: A Naval History of Britain 1649-1815  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Command of the Ocean: A Naval 
History of Britain 1649-1815: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
AusgiebigstVon Christian RollingerDieses Buch ist nichts fr Gelegenheitsleser. Alleine der Umfang wird viele 
abschrecken, sptestens aber wenn man sich durch die ersten mehr als 20 Seiten geblttert hat, in denen nur Karten, 
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Vorwrter, Glossare und rudimentre Klarstellungen, was denn nun Backbord und Steuerbord ist und wieso forecastle 
und fo'c'sle das gleiche sind, zu finden sind, will man erst einmal tief durchatmen. Das Buch ist dennoch uerst fundiert 
und zusammen mit dem ersten Band, der von 7 bis zum 17 Jhdt reicht, die beste, umfangreichste, detaillierteste und 
am besten recherchierte Geschichte der Royal Navy und des Aufstieges der britischen See- und Kolonialmacht. Fr 
wirklich (!) interessierte toll - fr alle anderen gilt: vielleicht doch besser Horatio Hornblower lesen...1 von 1 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. HochwertigVon william pittN.A.M. Rodger's Buch the Command of the 
Ocean. A Naval History of Britain, 1649-1815 darf man ruhigen Gewissens als neueres Standardwerk fr die 
Marinegeschichte Grobritanniens nennen. Das Buch ist in 36 hervorragend geschriebenen und recherchierten Kapitel 
unterteilt. Rodger bewegt sich in ihnen sowohl chronologisch, als auch thematisch fort. Nicht nur Schlachten und 
Kampagenen werden ausgiebig behandelt. Auch in das Leben der Offiziere und Seeleute sowie des 
Verwaltungsapparates gibt Rodger einen ausgezeichneten Einblick. Karten, Tabellen und Farbtafeln, ermglichen es, 
auch neben dem reinen Text ein Gefhl fr die Komplexitt der Marine zu erlangen. Fr Marinehistoriker ein Muss, und 
auch fr interessierte Laien ein uerst lehrreiches Lesevergngen.

KurzbeschreibungThe Command of the Ocean describes with unprecedented authority and scholarship the rise of 
Britain to naval greatness, and the central place of the Navy and naval activity in the life of the nation and government. 
It describes not just battles, voyages and cruises but how the Navy was manned, how it was supplied with timber, 
hemp and iron, how its men (and sometimes women) were fed, and above all how it was financed and directed. It was 
during the century and a half covered by this book that the successful organizing of these last three - victualling, 
money and management - took the Navy to the heart of the British state. It is the great achievement of the book to 
show how completely integrated and mutually dependent Britain and the Navy then became..deNAM Rodgers The 
Command of the Ocean, the second part of his naval history trilogy that began with The Safeguard of the Sea, 
describes Britains rise to naval greatness during the period 1649-1815 when she finally gained sovereignty of the seas 
around the British Isles. It ably demonstrates the importance of naval history to the life of government and the nation; 
links naval history with political, social, economic, diplomatic, administrative, medical and religious history and charts 
the naval histories of Britains enemies and neighbors including France, Holland, Spain, Denmark and the United 
States. Have no doubt, this is a brilliant piece of scholarship, cleverly organized and wonderfully written. Given the 
promising subject matter of naval warfare to work with it is not surprising that an historian with literary flair can 
produce a gripping narrative. Perhaps what is surprising is that half the book is devoted to the seemingly mundane 
background of naval history--how the Navy was managed, financed, directed, and supplied with materials, how the 
men were fed and so on--rather than the showy foreground, yet it remains a deeply engrossing read throughout. The 
secret of Rodgers success is not just down to the cracking narrative and fine scholarship but partly to the way he has 
organized his material. The main body of the book is arranged into four parallel streams: policy, strategy and naval 
operations; finance, administration and logistics; social history; and finally the tools of sea-power, ships and weapons. 
These four themes are broken up into thirty six relatively small chapters each covering a certain time span. 
Constructing the book in this way has certain practical advantages for the reader. Most importantly, separating the key 
themes and alternating between them keeps the narrative fresh and interesting while giving the reader the best chance 
of taking on board the who, what, where, when, how and why of things without losing either the sense of continuity or 
ones bearings. Over 100 pages of information are left outside the main body of the text: the front of the book contains 
several maps, a useful chart listing dates, battles and the names of the ships involved while the back contains an 
English glossary, a general chronology and appendixes on ships, fleets, rates of pay, Admirals and officials, manpower 
and naval finance. Rodgers choice of structure along with his great story-telling abilities means we can assimilate the 
maximum amount of information with a minimal degree of effort while being thoroughly entertained along the way. 
On the whole The Command of the Ocean is one those rare specimens that will simultaneously stimulate the specialist 
and greatly please the general reader. --Larry BrownPressestimmenRodger illuminates the world of Nelson and Hardy 
and its portrayal by C. F. Forrester in the Hornblower novels and Patrick O Brian in the Aubrey and Maturin cycle . . . 
to understand the Royal Navy at its peak, Rodger s account is indispensable " 


