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Von Anonymous: The Cloud of Unknowing before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised The Cloud of Unknowing:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. May all
be revealedVon FrKurt Messicklt is perhaps perfectly appropriate that the author of 'The Cloud of Unknowing' is
himself or herself unknown. Thisisaspiritual classic, amasterpiece in the real sense of the word. The style of writing
is grand, well-versed and perfectly in concert with the subject; the ideas contained are some of the most sublime and
inspired pieces of writing ever written in the English language. The book does not subscribe to any particular
denominational or institutional framework, making it a piece of art and wisdom available to the whole of Christendom,
and even appeals to those outside the formal bounds of Christianity.This work has been compared to the work of C.S.
Lewis, Plato, and other Christian mystics and theologians, with good reason. 'The Cloud of Unknowing' is part of a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00LN37QU0

chain, influenced by and in turn influencing many other mystical writers. Thisis not awork of philosophy or
apologetics, as the author is not concerned to prove the existence of God or set up any sort of metaphysical framework
which must be accepted. The world around usis a given, and God isagiven, and our task isto order our attention and
love toward God so that it incorporates and includes the reality that is around without distraction. One perhaps hears
echoes of thisin Tillich's ultimate concern?One of the things that makes "The Cloud of Unknowing' a popular piece on
an ongoing basis is this respect for reality. The author does not require super-human feats of contemplative power; this
would be to deny the reality of the creature that we are, as God's creation. Contemplative work must be donein
tandem and in cooperation with the rest of our life's needs. The virtuous life is one in accordance with nature (for the
most part), making creation a blessing rather than a curse - one can hear echoes of Meister Eckhart here, perhaps; like
Eckhart, the author of 'The Cloud of Unknowing' also looks not for enlightenment through rational means or higher
attainments but through the depths of our souls. There we will find God, for if God is all, then we can certainly not be
at the centre, even of ourselves.This edition of 'The Cloud of Unknowing' begins with a scholarly introduction. Unlike
many other spiritual classics, there isno 'author' to highlight in a biography; while there is some virtue in not knowing
the author, there has been agreat deal of scholarship, both speculating on the identity of the author, and other work
looking at the type of person the author would be and influences that might have impacted the author. The introduction
gives some good information in this regard, not only with regard to the writer, but also to the one to whom this writing
is addressed. Some have believed that it was intended for acommunal audience. The main point of the writing is the
development of prayer and contemplation as adiscipline. There are other issues, to be sure, but they always return to
this. The attainment of unity with the divine will is all important to the author; one might develop the line from the
Lord's Prayer - thy kingdom come, thy will be done - as a mantrafor the spirit of thisbook. This comes through
deliberate and intentional choice, and not through artificial ascetic practices (which can be as distracting as
enlightening) or intellectual pursuits (which edges toward gnosticism). Part of the development of these redlistic
practices is the incorporation of the chief virtues of Humility and Charity - the author of the 'The Cloud' will go so far
asto say that one who has these has al that is needed. Even through this, humankind cannot reach God without God's
willing it to be so, and yet God has made the desire known in many ways, scripturally and traditionally, aswell asin
the natural world, the author of "The Cloud' would maintain.Thisis an inspiring book. 'The Cloud of Unknowing' itself
isarelatively short work, but not one that can be read in short order, for the depth of its meaning and insights derived
from it take along time to be properly processed. May it be revealing to you.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende
Rezension hilfreich. Gem of Western SpiritualityVVon Peter UysA very interesting description of a contemplative
discipline conveyed intimately from an unknown teacher to an unknown student. The text is a mystic exploration of
the divine that rejects the use of the intellect and the imagination, preferring an inner knowing, like a numinous
experience based on feeling, agnosis of the heart. An important theme is the difference between the active and the
contemplative personality; othersinclude the awareness of self, death of the ego, and advice on leading the
contemplative life. Although thiswriting is deeply embedded in Christian tradition and | disagree with many of these
beliefs, | still admire the author's gentleness and sense of humor. All spiritually-minded people will benefit from a
study of this almost poetic text. The most beautiful sentiment isthis: "For it is not what you are nor what you have
been that God regards with his most merciful eyes, but what you would like to be."

KurzbeschreibungThe Cloud of Unknowing draws on the mystical tradition of Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite and
Christian Neoplatonism, which focuses on the via negativa road to discovering God as a pure entity, beyond any
capacity of mental conception and so without any definitive image or form. Thistradition has reputedly inspired
generations of mystical searchers from John Scotus Erigena, through Book of Taliesin, Nicholas of Cusaand St. John
of the Crossto Teilhard de Chardin.KurzbeschreibungThe Cloud of Unknowing draws on the mystical tradition of
Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite and Christian Neoplatonism, which focuses on the via negativa road to discovering
God as a pure entity, beyond any capacity of mental conception and so without any definitive image or form. This
tradition has reputedly inspired generations of mystical searchers from John Scotus Erigena, through Book of Taliesin,
Nicholas of Cusaand St. John of the Crossto Teilhard de Chardin.Synopsis *



