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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Lessons
from Deception: The Turkish Spy CaseVon Johannes W. WilliamsThisis not a neutral, unbiased review. Even before
finishing The Cicero Spy Affair: German Access to British Secretsin World War 11, I'd bought second and third copies
to forward to author and scholar par excellence Richard Wires for autographing and forwarding to relatives as gifts.
How many other reviews posted on this website -- or any other, for that matter -- are based on a copy of the subject
volume autographed by the author at hishome? | bet very few. Thisreview is an appreciation, redly. If you like the
numerous excerpts I've included below, you will have to get the book to get more, asthisis only a sampling.l met Dr.
Wires at Ball State University in 1975, when | was a European history major working for him as a student assistant
when he was chairman of the history department. Four years later, he supervised my senior thesisin European
intellectual history on Nietzscke, Malraux and Jaspers. Over the last twenty years, we've stayed in touch though
postcards during travels, home visits, phone calls and letters. He is a quintessential intellectual whose history of the
most remarkable spy episode during WW 11, if not ever, warrants only one - and even that is tongue-in-cheek -
criticism: stylistic inconsistency. Specifically, the book is only elegantly written where it is not eloquent. A typical
passages of the latter characteristic are:"In the extensive literature about espionage affairs and intelligence activities
during World War |1 the episode known as Operation "Cicero" has gained prominence and popularity, because of its
remarkable character and ironies. For more than four months during the winter of 1943-1944 the valet of Britain's
ambassador in neutral Turkey photographed secret papers that his employer failed to safeguard properly; by selling his
undeveloped films to arepresentative of German intelligence in Ankarafor areported total of $1.2 million the servant
became history's then most highly paid spy. The access to one of its opponents' most important embassies marked
Germany's outstanding achievement in an otherwise poor record of secret service work. But little came of the success.
Many of the documents were extremely valuable, but the dictatorship never used the information effectively; the
enterprising spy escaped being caught but soon discovered that his money was mostly counterfeit." The prominence
and popularity of the literature about Elyesa Bagna, a Turkish kavass, or valet, who brazenly photographed secret
papers of Britain's ambassador to neutral Turkey and sold the rolls of film to a handler at the German embassy for $1.2
million in what mostly turned out to be bogus pounds during the height of WW 11 is extraordinary and "has become a
staple of intelligence lore." Fortunately, the Germans made little effective use of their intelligence lodestar, owing to
theintrinsic rivalries, conflicts and jealousies of Nazi totalitarianism, a maze of party, military and career figures,
including ambassador and one-time Weimar chancellor Franz von Papen, one of the nearly-purged non-Nazis
outmaneuvered at the onset of Hitler's takeover of Germany's interwar democratic attempt in 1933. Cicero even
inspired a 1952 movie, Five Fingers, portrayed as a documentary that falsely shows German knowledge of D-Day (in
truth, the Germans only learned the word "Overlord,” meaning little more than a second Allied front against some
target in the northwest part of so-called "Fortress Europe,” i.e., the German occupied nations of the continent).The
legacy of the affair isin the lessons |earned and the embarrassment of the British reluctantly coming to terms with the
scope of the compromises even today, as demonstrated by the sluggish sales of The Cicero Spy Affair inthe U.K. In
the U.S., however, some stores have sold out their initial stock and each speaking engagement by the author generates
further opportunities for spoken history telling, one of the highest praises a historian can receive.Nearly twenty five
years ago, a college history professor sitting next to me at aformal lecture by Dr. Wires said he was the only person
he'd ever met who could write a speech, read it verbatim as an oration, and hold the audience's rapt attention as he
infused us with knowledge, insight and expansion of whatever we knew, or thought we knew, to newer, higher levels.
This reader genuinely "heard" the author on every page of The Cicero Spy Affair.Writing accurate history requires
meeting an exacting standard; Dr. Wires has exceeded it, though. Chief Justice Rehnquist demonstrated the difficulties
in meeting this standard when he recently said that, if you think you know a subject, write abook on it and read the
reviews. The Chief Justice's referenced book mentioned the dates of admission to the union of Ohio, Indiana and
Illinois, all wrong! He also referenced a Confederate who kept fighting after Appomattox who, in truth, fell at Shiloh
three years earlier. The comment by the Chief Justice, who is certainly not mistake-prone but, rather, is blessed with a
wry, dry sense of humor, illustrates the demanding standard of the historian's blend of craft, science and art. Even the
most accomplished researcher can still err, but The Cicero Spy Affair appears, by all accounts, to be definitive.Still not
convinced you should read it? Y our loss. Say you're not atwentieth century history, military intelligence specialist,
read it anyway. Read it for its comprehensive research, documentation, analysis and explanations, and accompanying
insightful photographs. Its passages on the vacillations and evasions of Europe's key neutral country, in light of Allied,
Nazi and Soviet influences, the (thankfully) inefficient competitiveness of the German intelligence offices and the
ineptitude of British security asaresult of sleeping pills, piano playing and extremely careless handling of very secret
writings al will amaze, enrich, entertain and astonish you. Read it.

KurzbeschreibungThe episode of the opportunistic valet of Britain's ambassador to neutral Turkey during World War
I1dubbed Cicero for the eloquence of the top-secret material he appropriated from his employer Sir Hughe Knatchbull-



Hugessen and sold to the Nazisis a staple of intelligence lore. Y et this remarkable and sometimes comical story has
often been recounted with little regard for the facts, most prominently in the popular film Five Fingers. Now, historian
and former intelligence officer Richard Wires presents the first full and objective account of the Cicero spy episode,
offering closure to past discrepancies and credible solutions to remaining mysteries. Copiously documented, The
Cicero Spy Affair provides readers with the true chronology of events and places them in an international context. It is
astory set in the hotbed of intrigue that was wartime Turkey, replete with a dramatic car chase, a series of colorful
mistresses ever loyal to their lover the spy, and an old-school British ambassador whose documents are photographed
at night as he plays the piano in the drawing room and/or slips into a sleeping pill-induced slumber.Despite the affair's
amusing aspects, it is also a sobering tale in which there are no winners and from which there are serious lessons to be
learned. Germany never made use of the highly sensitive British documents it obtained during this crucial four-month
period of the war because the handling of the information was caught up in a bitter and wasteful personal rivalry
between Ribbentrop and Schellenberg. It was sheer luck for the British that their war effort did not sustain any
significant damage. For, while the book states definitively that security regarding the Allied invasion of Normandy
was not breached in the Cicero affair, Germany did gain a potential advantage concerning campaigns in the Aegean
and the Balkans. This embarrassed the British greatly, especially since Cicero walked away a free man. However, the
greedy valetthe most highly paid spy in history at that timedid not achieve his goals, either; he discovered some years
later that the British banknotes he insisted on as payment were counterfeited by the Germans as part of alarger
counterfeiting project. Cicero died a desperate man, deeply in debta fitting anticlimax for an espionage episode
resulting in neither bodily injury nor strategic impact, but in humiliation on all sides.Pressestimmen”Wiresis superb,
with research as definitive as afield riddled with intentionally misleading sources will permit, with analysis that asks
all of the right and important questions, and with lively, cool prose that retains the drama inherent in the story without
a hint of exaggeration. This book, which appears in David Kahn's series, Perspectives on Intelligence History, isa
model for the field...Time and again Wires presents the evidence, weighs it with care, and gives us his own considered
conclusions. Wires no doubt is helped in his balancing act by having degreed in European history and in law, and
having served in southern Germany in the Counter-Intelligence Corps, as well as having lived in London, but his best
ally isasturdy commonsense. The result is an astute, sensible, very readable book that is unlikely ever to be overtaken
by the work of others...afine book: were that there were more like it in this crowded and often murky field."-
Albion..."this account of the Cicero spy affair isavery good read by all standards."-The Historian"Professor Wiresis
ascritical of the intriguesinside the Nazi intelligence machine as he is of the faulty security inside the British
Embassy; and he disposes of several popular legends."-Times Literary Supplement”[T]his book is far more than just
an overview-reaching some conclusions previously unreached....The Cicero Spy Affair is scholarly research presented
in exciting and concise fashion. Y ou won't be ableto read it without learning something. Or learning alot. You'll find
it hard to put down."-The Star Press"A thrilling plunge into the world of the legendary WWII spy code-name "Cicero,"
a shadowy figure whose mysteries have challenged the best efforts of expert intelligence officers, historians, and
journalists....A great true spy adventure full of dramatic suspense. Wires has done exhaustive research in discovering
what is known today, despite the web of lies and false clues of a master spy operating in the guise of afaithful
servant."-Kirkus s"Wartime spying is one of the most intriguing areas in the Historiography of World War |1, and
Wires has given us the best account yet of the remarkable espionage career of Elyesa Bazna, avalet who in 1943-44
microfilmed dozens of top-secret papers belonging to the unsuspecting British Ambassador to Turkey.... Thisisagreat
tale, all the more so because it is true. Recommended for general collections and those strong in World War |1
studies."-Library Journal"Thisis abriliantly researched and reconstructed piece of history. Both the text itself and the
notes let us into details and side issues, such as the example of Moyzisch's assistant secretary who turned out to be a
spy for the Americans. There is a detailed analysis of the complex Turkish situation. The dramatis personae are well
characterized as to personality and motivation. The shadow war of intelligence in World War |1 is crowded with spies
on al sides and there isarich literature published especially in England about the subject. This book deserves a place
of honour among them. It clarifies for the first time the story of the so-called "spy of the century,” "the highest paid
spy," the man codenamed, unknown to him at the time, Cicero."-International Social Science "Thisbook isfar more
than just an overview-reaching some conclusions previously unreached.... The Cicero Spy Affair is scholarly research
presented in exciting and concise fashion. Y ou won't be able to read it without learning something. Or learning alot.
You'l find it hard to put down."-The Star Press?...this account of the Cicero spy affair isavery good read by all
standards.?-The Historian?Professor Wiresis as critical of the intrigues inside the Nazi intelligence machine as heis of
the faulty security inside the British Embassy; and he disposes of several popular legends.?-Times Literary
Supplement?[ T]his book is far more than just an overview-reaching some conclusions previously unreached....The
Cicero Spy Affair is scholarly research presented in exciting and concise fashion. Y ou won't be able to read it without
learning something. Or learning alot. You'll find it hard to put down.?-The Star Press?A thrilling plunge into the
world of the legendary WWII spy code-name "Cicero," a shadowy figure whose mysteries have challenged the best
efforts of expert intelligence officers, historians, and journalists....A great true spy adventure full of dramatic suspense.
Wires has done exhaustive research in discovering what is known today, despite the web of lies and false clues of a



master spy operating in the guise of afaithful servant.?-Kirkus sAWartime spying is one of the most intriguing areasin
the Historiography of World War I, and Wires has given us the best account yet of the remarkable espionage career of
Elyesa Bazna, avalet who in 1943-44 microfilmed dozens of top-secret papers belonging to the unsuspecting British
Ambassador to Turkey....Thisisagreat tale, al the more so because it is true. Recommended for general collections
and those strong in World War |1 studies.?-Library Journal ?This s a briliantly researched and reconstructed piece of
history. Both the text itself and the notes let us into details and side issues, such as the example of Moyzisch's assistant
secretary who turned out to be a spy for the Americans. There is a detailed analysis of the complex Turkish situation.
The dramatis personae are well characterized as to personality and motivation. The shadow war of intelligencein
World War 11 is crowded with spies on all sides and thereis arich literature published especially in England about the
subject. This book deserves a place of honour among them. It clarifies for the first time the story of the so-called "spy
of the century,” "the highest paid spy," the man codenamed, unknown to him at the time, Cicero.?-International Social
Science AWires is superb, with research as definitive as afield riddled with intentionally misleading sources will
permit, with analysis that asks all of the right and important questions, and with lively, cool prose that retains the
dramainherent in the story without a hint of exaggeration. This book, which appearsin David Kahn's series,
Perspectives on Intelligence History, isamodel for the field... Time and again Wires presents the evidence, weighs it
with care, and gives us his own considered conclusions. Wires no doubt is helped in his balancing act by having
degreed in European history and in law, and having served in southern Germany in the Counter-Intelligence Corps, as
well as having lived in London, but his best aly is a sturdy commonsense. The result is an astute, sensible, very
readable book that is unlikely ever to be overtaken by the work of others...afine book: were that there were more like
it in this crowded and often murky field.?-Albion.,."this account of the Cicero spy affair isavery good read by all
standards."-The Historian"A comprehensively thorough yet absorbingly readable account of a major episode in World
War Il espionage. Richard Wires provides a delectable feast for scholars, practitioners, and spy buffs alike: vast
research treated with expert feel, cogent judgment, intriguing presentation. So close to definitive that it may never be
superseded.”-H.Bradford Westerfield, Y ale University" The story of the most famous spy of the century--Cicero--has
long been haunted by mysteries. Was he a double agent? What role did the long-legged secretary play? What effect did
his intelligence have? Now Richard Wires, exploiting fresh scholarly sources, exhausting every aspect, and examining
them with acritical eye, takes us to the heart of the Cicero affair--once and for al."-David Kahn, author of Hitler's

SpiesK urzbeschreibungThe episode of the opportunistic valet of Britain's ambassador to neutral Turkey during World
War |1dubbed Cicero for the eloguence of the top-secret material he appropriated from his employer Sir Hughe
Knatchbull-Hugessen and sold to the Nazisis a staple of intelligence lore. Y et this remarkable and sometimes comical
story has often been recounted with little regard for the facts, most prominently in the popular film Five Fingers. Now,
historian and former intelligence officer Richard Wires presents the first full and objective account of the Cicero spy
episode, offering closure to past discrepancies and credible solutions to remaining mysteries. Copiously documented,
The Cicero Spy Affair provides readers with the true chronology of events and places them in an international context.
It isastory set in the hotbed of intrigue that was wartime Turkey, replete with a dramatic car chase, a series of colorful
mistresses ever loyal to their lover the spy, and an old-school British ambassador whose documents are photographed
at night as he plays the piano in the drawing room and/or slips into a sleeping pill-induced slumber.Despite the affair's
amusing aspects, it is also a sobering tale in which there are no winners and from which there are serious lessons to be
learned. Germany never made use of the highly sensitive British documents it obtained during this crucial four-month
period of the war because the handling of the information was caught up in a bitter and wasteful personal rivalry
between Ribbentrop and Schellenberg. It was sheer luck for the British that their war effort did not sustain any
significant damage. For, while the book states definitively that security regarding the Allied invasion of Normandy
was not breached in the Cicero affair, Germany did gain a potential advantage concerning campaigns in the Aegean
and the Balkans. This embarrassed the British greatly, especially since Cicero walked away a free man. However, the
greedy valetthe most highly paid spy in history at that timedid not achieve his goals, either; he discovered some years
later that the British banknotes he insisted on as payment were counterfeited by the Germans as part of alarger
counterfeiting project. Cicero died a desperate man, deeply in debta fitting anticlimax for an espionage episode
resulting in neither bodily injury nor strategic impact, but in humiliation on all sides.



