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Von Ralph Payne-Gallwey : The Book of the Crossbow: With an Additional Section on Catapults and Other 
Siege Engines (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Book of the Crossbow: With an Additional Section on Catapults and 
Other Siege Engines (Dover Military History, Weapons, Armor): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Lavishly 
illustrated introduction to Crossbows.Von Ein KundeThe all-time bestseller with a first edition as far back as 1903, 
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later to appear with the 1907 appendix, was written by an amateur (in the true sense of the word) of archery who 
apparently had an unlimited source of money and time, but only modest background in physics. Along with the history 
of the crossbow, detailed accounts of the construction and maintenance of various crossbows designed for bolts and 
bullets are given. Related and/or relevant medieval weapon, like longbow, ballista and arquebus, are also treated in 
some detail, and the 1907 appendix on turkish bows serves to give a most interesting contrast to european archery of 
the epoch. When it comes to performance and comparison of the variety of weapon described, maximum range and -
sometimes- draw force is the only information given, whereas obvious ballistic terms like exit velocity, time-of-flight 
and air resistance are conspicuously absent. Some self-evident details of construction or handling, clearly vi! sualized 
by the illustrations, are too often spelled out in full, while more obscure mechanisms of elaborate trigger systems, 
which would benefit from a whole lot more detailed explanation, are treated casually. This said, it must be stressed 
that on the whole it IS a very fine piece of work, made by a historian rather than an engineer, a book without a match 
for almost a century, and certainly well worth recommending.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. For all who are curious, the definitive guide.Von Eric OppenThis book is, quite frankly, the one-stop place to 
look for information not only about all aspects of crossbows, but related subjects such as the Chinese chu-ko-nu, or 
"repeater crossbow," seige engines, and other related topics. The author apparently had enough money and spare time 
to actually experiment, and living in pre-World-War-I Britain, had access to actual original examples of a lot of the 
weapons he wished to study. Building copies to test them, he came up with definite figures on how they worked and 
how well they worked, or didn't.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Gutes Informatives Buch 
ber die ArmbrustgeschichteVon Ein KundeDiese Buch durchleuchtet die Geschichte der Armbrust in Deutschland und 
ist mit historischen Daten und Abbildungen gut dahrgestellt. Ich persnlich empfehle dieses Buch jedem, der sich nher 
mit dieser Geschichte befassen mchte. Leider gibt es ber dieses Thema nur sehr eingeschrnkte Literatur. Gut 
Kenntnisse in Englisch werden hier vorrausgesetzt.

KurzbeschreibungThis fascinating study, the only book devoted exclusively to the crossbow, traces its use as a 
military and sporting weapon as well as its construction and management in medieval and modern times. The work 
also covers such related weapons as the balista, catapult, Turkish bow, and more. Over 240 illustrations. 


