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Von Herbert O. Yardley : The American Black Chamber (Bluejacket Books)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The American Black Chamber (Bluejacket Books): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Both 
astonishing and fascinating for meVon Wm B. Hackett IIIOur American government? Diplomacy? Non-fiction? 20th 
century era to 1931? I thoroughly enjoyed the read. Very informative (for me). When you get to the end, you may 
smile at this question: Do you (can you) really believe the part about gentlemen not reading other people's mail? :-) 
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The sort of book I'd say to thoughtful friends, "If you don't enjoy this one, I'll give you your money back". The sort of 
book that makes you wish you could have met the author...1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
great inside look at the earliest days of cryptographyVon kmj@canada.comAnyone interested in the inner workings of 
ANY cryptoanalyst needs to read this book. Told in the first person Yardley reveals the amazing amount of genius and 
hard work cryptography required before the days of calculators and computers. It really is a great read.0 von 1 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Yardley Uncovered!Von Walt HoweI read this book first about 40 years ago. 
Yardley published it after SecState Stimson withdrew funds with the famous "Gentlemen do not read other people's 
mail." It revealed, the details of breaking Japanese ciphers while they were still in use and caused a political furor. It 
led to legislation against revealing state secrets, and the book itself was prohibited from re-publication by Act of 
Congress, apparently now expired.Yardley was an egotist, and never hesitated to take first person credit for work 
actually performed by subordinates, according to people who knew him. In any case, it makes a great read!

KurzbeschreibungDuring the 1920s Herbert O. Yardley was chief of the first peacetime cryptanalytic organization in 
the United States, the ancestor of today's National Security Agency. Funded by the U.S. Army and the Department of 
State and working out of New York, his small and highly secret unit succeeded in breaking the diplomatic codes of 
several nations, including Japan. The decrypts played a critical role in U.S. diplomacy. Despite its extraordinary 
successes, the Black Chamber, as it came to known, was disbanded in 1929. President Hoover's new Secretary of State 
Henry L. Stimson refused to continue its funding with the now-famous comment, "Gentlemen do not read other 
people's mail." In 1931 a disappointed Yardley caused a sensation when he published this book and revealed to the 
world exactly what his agency had done with the secret and illegal cooperation of nearly the entire American cable 
industry. These revelations and Yardley's right to publish them set into motion a conflict that continues to this day: the 
right to freedom of expression versus national security. In addition to offering an expose on post-World War I 
cryptology, the book is filled with exciting stories and personalities. 


