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Von William Marvel : The Alabama and the Kearsarge: The Sailor's Civil War (Civil War America) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Alabama and the
Kearsarge: The Sailor's Civil War (Civil War America):


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00XYU3IZ2

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste KundenrezensionenO von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Solid
Contribution to Civil War Naval LiteratureVon David BlattThe Civil War is one of the last bastions of the amateur
historian, and has given rise to alot of amateurish work--but not in this case. Author William Marvel has cast aside
many of the hackneyed myths that surround the Alabama and her |ast battle and has gone back to primary sources.
Using these obscure logbooks and diaries, he alternately describes the lives of both the Alabama and the Kearsarge
and particularly their crews. What emerges from Marvel's combination of conscientious research and lively writing is
atale both scholarly and enthralling, a detailed and fascinating slice of Civil War life at sea. | have read no other
account of the Civil War-era sailor that gives such avivid and convincing picture of his origins, thoughts, work, fights
and ultimate fate. To back up the narrative there are afew interesting photographs (no plans for modelers, though),
plenty of footnotes, a complete bibliography, a glossary and crew rosters. This book stands head and shoulders above
the standard glory-mongering Civil War tales of derring-do, and will delight the armchair historian or naval history
buff.

KurzbeschreibungOn June 19, 1864, the Confederate cruiser Alabama and the USS Kearsarge faced off in the English
Channel outside the French port of Cherbourg. About an hour after the Alabama fired the first shot, it began to sink,
and its crew was forced to wave the white flag of surrender. Working with personal papers and diaries and
contemporary reports, historian William Marvel interweaves the stories of these two celebrated Civil War warships,
from their construction to their climactic encounter off Cherbourg. Just asimportantly, he illuminates the day-to-day
experiences of their crews. From cabin boys to officers, sailors have been one of the most ignored groups of the Civil
War. The sailors' lot was one of constant discomfort and monotony, interspersed with riotous frolics ashore and,
occasionally, afew minutes of intense excitement and danger. Housed in damp, crowded quarters, their wartime
mortality rate did not reach that of their army counterparts, but service-connected diseases shortened their postwar
lives disproportionately. Most of the crewmen ended their livesin nameless obscurity, and their story has remained
unwritten until now.PressestimmenA fascinating introduction to the common sailor worthy of comparison with the
best works on the war 's common soldiers.J. Tracy Power, "Society for Civil War Historians Newsletter” "William
Marvel knows how to tell agood story." -- "KLIATT" [Marvel] hasrichly tapped new sources by locating the
journals, diaries, and letters written by eyewitnesses." Journal of American History" Marvel has richly tapped new
sources by locating the journals, diaries, and |etters written by eyewitnesses." Journal of American History" Well
written and persuasively argued, Marvel's study will make quite a splash. "Choice" "A fascinating introduction to the
common sailor worthy of comparison with the best works on the warUs common soldiers.J. Tracy Power, "Society for
Civil War Historians Newsletter"" Marvel's well-written account of life aboard the two ships should interest both the
specialist and the general reader.” Journal of Southern History" "[Marvel] hasrichly tapped new sources by locating
the journals, diaries, and letters written by eyewitnesses."Journa of American History"" "Well written and
persuasively argued, Marvel's study will make quite a splash. "Choice™" Highly recommended to those interested in
the Civil War at sea."Blue Gray"KurzbeschreibungOn June 19, 1864, the Confederate cruiser Alabama and the USS
Kearsarge faced off in the English Channel outside the French port of Cherbourg. About an hour after the Alabama
fired the first shot, it began to sink, and its crew was forced to wave the white flag of surrender. Working with
personal papers and diaries and contemporary reports, historian William Marvel interweaves the stories of these two
celebrated Civil War warships, from their construction to their climactic encounter off Cherbourg. Just as importantly,
he illuminates the day-to-day experiences of their crews. From cabin boys to officers, sailors have been one of the
most ignored groups of the Civil War. The sailors' ot was one of constant discomfort and monotony, interspersed with
riotous frolics ashore and, occasionally, afew minutes of intense excitement and danger. Housed in damp, crowded
quarters, their wartime mortality rate did not reach that of their army counterparts, but service-connected diseases
shortened their postwar lives disproportionately. Most of the crewmen ended their lives in nameless obscurity, and
their story has remained unwritten until now.



