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University Military History Series):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionenl von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The
legend reexamined.V on Ein KundeT he authors reexamine the "Hero of San Juan Hill" to find that the heroic legend
was manufactured, partly by Roosevelt himself, partly by the powerful newspaper correspondents he courted, and,
perhaps surprisingly, supported by the Rough Riders themselves. That Roosevelt didn't mind risking their livesin his
political ambition didn't seem to bother them overmuch - they were, after all, alive and victorious, and shared the
prevailing military ethos of those innocent pre-Passchendael e days, when "glory" was counted as areal and achievable
goal. The story iswell told herein this well-researched and readable work, with admirable maps by Texas AM's own
Cartographic Unit. Highly recommended for the general reader of military history and Roosevelt fans, aswell as
others who would like to see the birth of "spin”.The "score" rating is an unwelcome feature of the page. This reviewer
does not "score" books.

KurzbeschreibungTheir immediate target was the central sector of the fortified San Juan Heights. Capturing the
blockhouse on San Juan Hill was key to breaching the Spanish defenses on the heights above the city of Santiago de
Cuba. At one oclock in the afternoon of July 1, 1898, thirty-nine-year-old Colonel Teddy Roosevelt prepared to
advance at the head of his Rough Riders during the Cuban phase of the Spanish-American War. A mixture of cowboys
and socialites, the Rough Riders were the most colorful regiment in the American V Army Corps.Roosevelt and his
volunteer cavalry were positioned in the rear of two regular regiments on the right side of the arena. They faced the
lower and thinly defended rise called Kettle Hill, rather than San Juan Hill. The only American officer to remain
mounted in the battle, Roosevelt initiated an unauthorized charge up Kettle Hill. While racing up the slope, he was
forced to dismount and climb the crest on foot. As his young volunteers fell in behind, Roosevelt reveled in his
triumph.Afterward, in describing his self-perceived role to reporters, Roosevelt cast himself as the most promotable
hero in the campaign and, thus, laid the foundation for his legend.That legend, of Teddy Roosevelt valiantly leading
the Rough Riders in their charge up San Juan Hill, had a great deal to do with making Roosevelt president and has
endured for nearly a century. The reality as shown in this fast-paced narrative is that the charge Roosevelt led was
foolhardy and occurred not on San Juan Hill but on the smaller and less important Kettle Hill. Teddy Roosevelt at San
Juan explains what Roosevelt did and why he did it. The authorstell the story in two separate but interwoven
tracks.The main tracks begins with the formation of the Rough Riders and carries the story of Roosevelts involvement
forward to the time of the charge and immediately after.In alternating chapters, the second track provides flashbacks
offering a succinct look at the events of Roosevelts earlier life that motivated him to storm the hill in what he later
called his one crowded hour.Military historians and general readers interested in the Spanish-American War and those
wanting afurther look into the charismatic and persuasive politicians will find this never-before-told story an
important contribution to understanding the period.



