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Von Ephraim Kam : Surprise Attack: The Victim's Perspective  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Surprise Attack: The Victim's Perspective: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Military 
History StudentVon Ein KundeThis is the best book I've seen on the failures of intelligence and operational planing. 
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Kam goes into equisit detail about the psychological factors relating to suprise attack. His unique prespective from that 
of the victim lends credibility to his arguments and provides an excellent forum for truly learning the lessons needed to 
be learned in avoiding strategic surprise in the future.

KurzbeschreibungA new version of this book is now available.The striking thing about surprise attack is how 
frequently it succeeds--even in our own day, when improvements in communications and intelligence gathering should 
make it extremly difficult to sneak up on anyone. Ephraim Kam observes surprise attack through the eyes of its victim 
in order to understand the causes of the victim's failure to to anticipate the coming war.Kam analyzes eleven major 
surprise attacks that have been launched since the outbreak of World War II (by no means the only ones that occured), 
starting with the German invasion of Denmark and Norway in 1940 and ending with the Eyptian-Syrian attack on 
Isreal in 1973, in a systematic comparative effort to find the elements that successful sorties have in common. He 
tackles the problem on four levels: the individual analyst, the small group, the large organization, and the decision 
makers.Emphasizing the psychological aspects of warfare, Kam traces the behavior of the victim at various functional 
levels and from several points of view in order to examine the difficulties, mistakes, and ides fixes that permit a nation 
to be taken by surprise. He argues that anticipation and prediction of a coming war are more complicated than any 
other issue of strategic estimation, involving such interdependent factors as analytical contradictions, judgmental 
biases, organizational obstacles, and political as well as military constraints.Pressestimmen"Surprise Attack: The 
Victim's Perspective" offers implications based on the intelligence perspective, providing both historical background 
and scientific analysis that draws from the author's vast experience. The book is of utmost value to all those engaged in 
intelligence work, and to those whose operational or political responsibility brings them in touch with intelligence 
assessments and the need to authenticate and then adopt them or discount them. Similarly, the book will interest any 
reader intrigued by decision-making processes that influence individuals and nations at war, and sometimes even 
shape national destiny.--Ehud Barak, Former Prime Minister of IsraelSurprise Attack: The Victim's Perspective offers 
implications based on the intelligence perspective, providing both historical background and scientific analysis that 
draws from the author's vast experience. The book is of utmost value to all those engaged in intelligence work, and to 
those whose operational or political responsibility brings them in touch with intelligence assessments and the need to 
authenticate and then adopt them or discount them. Similarly, the book will interest any reader intrigued by decision-
making processes that influence individuals and nations at war, and sometimes even shape national destiny.--Ehud 
Barak, Former Prime Minister of IsraelKurzbeschreibungA new version of this book is now available.The striking 
thing about surprise attack is how frequently it succeeds--even in our own day, when improvements in 
communications and intelligence gathering should make it extremly difficult to sneak up on anyone. Ephraim Kam 
observes surprise attack through the eyes of its victim in order to understand the causes of the victim's failure to to 
anticipate the coming war.Kam analyzes eleven major surprise attacks that have been launched since the outbreak of 
World War II (by no means the only ones that occured), starting with the German invasion of Denmark and Norway in 
1940 and ending with the Eyptian-Syrian attack on Isreal in 1973, in a systematic comparative effort to find the 
elements that successful sorties have in common. He tackles the problem on four levels: the individual analyst, the 
small group, the large organization, and the decision makers.Emphasizing the psychological aspects of warfare, Kam 
traces the behavior of the victim at various functional levels and from several points of view in order to examine the 
difficulties, mistakes, and ides fixes that permit a nation to be taken by surprise. He argues that anticipation and 
prediction of a coming war are more complicated than any other issue of strategic estimation, involving such 
interdependent factors as analytical contradictions, judgmental biases, organizational obstacles, and political as well as 
military constraints. 


