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Von Nicholas Atkin : Petain (Profiles In Power)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Petain (Profiles In Power): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Petain 
shown as both saviour and traitor.Von John Barry KenyonNicholas Atkin has written a succinct biography of the 
Marshall which covers all the major controversies about his unlikely life. Although the author has little sympathy with 
the viewpoint of loyalists who have sought to justify Vichy, there is enough insight here for the general reader to 
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understand why the Marshall personally remained popular long after his policy of collaboration with Germany had 
obviously failed. The book is excellent in persuading that Petain's policies in office from 1940 were largely 
conditioned by his previous life. For example, his naive trust in family values and rural work were a result of his 
traditional upbringing in the Pas de Calais. His military success at Verdun caused him to misjudge the value of 
defensive lines against the German attack in the second world war. The collapse of Vichy in 1944 and the post war 
trial are treated rather sketchily. The final review chapter on the man and the myth is a first rate balancing act in the 
historiography of this highly unusual dictator.

KurzbeschreibungPtain (1856-1951) remains one of the most controversial figures in the history of modern France. He 
was saviour of his country at Verdun in 1916 during the First World War, but tried for treason as head of state of the 
collaborationist Vichy government after World War II. Were his actions those of a traitor? - or a patriot facing the total 
disintegration of his country? In exploring the actions of this controversial figure, Nicholas Atkin also reveals the 
divisions and uncertainties of France herself. Pressestimmen"Atkin provides us with a fascinating study of 
Petain.""History teaching review" "A nuanced, well-argued and highly readable account.""Modern and contemporary 
France"KurzbeschreibungPtain (1856-1951) remains one of the most controversial figures in the history of modern 
France. He was saviour of his country at Verdun in 1916 during the First World War, but tried for treason as head of 
state of the collaborationist Vichy government after World War II. Were his actions those of a traitor? - or a patriot 
facing the total disintegration of his country? In exploring the actions of this controversial figure, Nicholas Atkin also 
reveals the divisions and uncertainties of France herself. 


