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Von Stephen Budiansky : Perilous Fight  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Perilous Fight: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Fregatten im britisch-amerikanischen Krieg von 1812-1815Von Klaus IntemannDer Autor beleuchtet in diesem 
englischsprachigen Buch sehr fachkundig die Einstze amerikanischer Fregatten und Sloop-of-War's gegen ihre 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004C43F3O


britischen Gegenspieler. Aus meiner Sicht deutlich zu kurz werden demgegenber die beraus erfolgreichen Operationen 
amerikanischer "Privateers" gegen die britische Handelsschifffahrt dargestellt. Der Buchtitel lie da aus meiner Sicht 
mehr erwarten.schiffe-und-mehr.com

KurzbeschreibungIn Perilous Fight, Stephen Budiansky tells the rousing story of the underdog coterie of American 
seamen and their visionary secretary of the navy, who combined bravery and strategic innovation to hold off the 
legendary Royal Navy.Budiansky vividly demonstrates that far from an indecisive and unnecessary conflictas 
historians have long dismissed the War of 1812this forgotten war had profound consequences that would change the 
course of naval warfare, Americas place in the world, and the rules of international conflict forever. Never again 
would the great powers challenge the young republics sovereignty in the aftermath of the stunning performance of 
Americas navy and privateersmen in sea battles that ranged across half the globe. Their brilliant hit-and-run tactics 
against a far mightier foe would pioneer concepts of asymmetric warfare that would characterize the insurgency 
warfare of later centuries. Above all, the War of 1812 would be the making of the United States Navy. Even as the war 
began, the nation was bitterly divided over whether it should have a navy at all: Jeffersonian Republicans denounced 
the idea as a dangerous expansion of government power, while Federalists insisted that America could never protect its 
burgeoning seagoing commerce or command respect without a strong naval force. After the war, Americans would 
never again doubt that their might, respect, and very survival depended upon a permanent and professional 
navy.Drawing extensively on diaries, letters, and personal accounts from both sides, Budiansky re-creates the riveting 
encounters at sea in bloody clashes of cannonfire and swordplay; the intimate hopes and fears of vainglorious captains 
and young seamen in search of adventure; and the behind-the-scenes political intrigue and maneuvering in Washington 
and London. Throughout, Perilous Fight proves itself a gripping and essential work of American naval history.From 
the Hardcover edition.PressestimmenA rousing story. . . . Budiansky writes with sure and vivid command.The 
Washington PostAn excellent new history of what was, in effect, Americans second war for independence. . . . Highly 
readable and engaging. . . . Budiansky illuminates and brings to life a conflict that, even for those of us who think we 
know our history, has always seemed obscure. . . . By turns grand and grandiose, tragic and mean and appallingly 
bloody, and often mordantly funny, like the worst of family feuds. . . . Budiansky is a master at cutting through 
complicated historical and technical material, and focusing on whats essential. . . . Its a book that many people, and 
especially those in the military, would read with profit.Cleveland Plain-DealerWith excellent narrative, battle diagrams 
and photos, this book is a keeper. Its timely, well-written, interesting and a recommended read. . . . A joy to read for 
the interested reader of history, the amateur historian, and at the same time a worthy reference for scholarsVice 
Admiral Robert F. Dunn, The Washington TimesEnlightening. . . . Thoroughly entertaining. . . . [Budiansky] has 
captured this swashbuckling era to perfection. . . . He paints all of the pictures from the grand to the gruesome.The 
Post and Courier (Charleston)Excellent. . . . Budiansky is a highly gifted writer, and this is a book well worth 
recommending, not just for the history buff. There is much to ponder here with reference to our own overmatched 
wars, to the toll of pride and arrogance in warfare, and the vulnerability of a great power to an uncoordinated, 
scattered, but single-minded adversary. Most relevant is the insight into the American idea of waging war that prevails 
even today, first defined on the high seas in 1812-15.Dallas Morning NewsBudiansky meticulously recreates three 
years of pitched and pyrrhic battles, while nicely folding in the collateral intricacies of rigging, reefing and tacking, the 
ambitions, caprices and cruelties of the captains and the exasperating policies of the politicians on both sides of the 
Atlantic. . . . Budiansky is strictly on the beam, both with nautical and literary sensibilities.The Newark Star-LedgerA 
rousing story. . . . [Perilous Fight] brings clarity to a complex war that veered back and forth across the planet, from 
the lakes and forests of Canada to the English Channel and as far south as the waters of Brazil and Chile. . . . 
Budiansky knits together the action colorfully.The Military Book ClubThe authors colorful narrative is full of gory sea 
battles, chivalrous flourishes, mutinous tars, and charismatic performances by Stephen Decatur, David Porter, and 
other American naval legends. . . . Budianskys well-researched and skillfully written account extracts a gripping true-
life naval saga from an otherwise inglorious conflict.Publishers WeeklyPerilous Fight showcases Budianskys rare 
talent for writing history that is simultaneously enlightening, insightful, and entertaining. Impeccably researched and 
artfully written, it is a thoroughly enjoyable and eye-opening account of how Americas Big Stick navy got its start.Bill 
Sloan, author of The Darkest Summer and The Ultimate BattleKurzbeschreibungIn Perilous Fight, Stephen Budiansky 
tells the rousing story of the underdog coterie of American seamen and their visionary secretary of the navy, who 
combined bravery and strategic innovation to hold off the legendary Royal Navy.Budiansky vividly demonstrates that 
far from an indecisive and unnecessary conflictas historians have long dismissed the War of 1812this forgotten war 
had profound consequences that would change the course of naval warfare, Americas place in the world, and the rules 
of international conflict forever. Never again would the great powers challenge the young republics sovereignty in the 
aftermath of the stunning performance of Americas navy and privateersmen in sea battles that ranged across half the 
globe. Their brilliant hit-and-run tactics against a far mightier foe would pioneer concepts of asymmetric warfare that 



would characterize the insurgency warfare of later centuries. Above all, the War of 1812 would be the making of the 
United States Navy. Even as the war began, the nation was bitterly divided over whether it should have a navy at all: 
Jeffersonian Republicans denounced the idea as a dangerous expansion of government power, while Federalists 
insisted that America could never protect its burgeoning seagoing commerce or command respect without a strong 
naval force. After the war, Americans would never again doubt that their might, respect, and very survival depended 
upon a permanent and professional navy.Drawing extensively on diaries, letters, and personal accounts from both 
sides, Budiansky re-creates the riveting encounters at sea in bloody clashes of cannonfire and swordplay; the intimate 
hopes and fears of vainglorious captains and young seamen in search of adventure; and the behind-the-scenes political 
intrigue and maneuvering in Washington and London. Throughout, Perilous Fight proves itself a gripping and 
essential work of American naval history.From the Hardcover edition. 


