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Von Tony Judt : Past Imperfect: French Intellectuals, 1944-1956  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Past Imperfect: French Intellectuals, 1944-1956: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
PrimaVon Dr. Eckehart KoehlerTony Judt ist (leider war) der beste Autor zu diesem Thema, gerade weil er Frankreich 
auch vom angekschsischen Standpunkt beurteilen kann.1 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Ruthless dissection of French intellectual sceneVon Ein KundeAfter reading Tony Judt's relentless ripping apart of 
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Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir and other post-war French intellectual fellow-travelers, one might be forgiven 
for wondering whether the author actually likes France. I am sure he does; it is just the unbelievable pig-headedness 
and irresponsibility of some of France's most acclaimed "thinkers" in the 1940s and 1950s that he cannot stand. The 
question that nags at the reader as he progresses through this book is: Just why did anyone take Sartre and co. 
seriously? Tony Judt not only has the answer, he issues a very pertinent warning about the current French fashion for 
deriding the intellectual perversions of the immediate post-war era. Putting it bluntly, a certain type of bone-headed 
universalism and a penchant for meaningless abstract riddles that seem peculiar to French intellectuals have by no 
means disappeared.

KurzbeschreibungPast Imperfect is a forthright and uncommonly damning study of those intellectually volatile years 
[1944-1956]. Mr. Judtdoes more than simply describe the ideological acrobats of his subjects; he is a sharp, even a 
vindictive moralist who indicts these intellectuals for their inhumanity in failing to test their political thought against 
political reality.-John Sturrock, New York Times Book Pressestimmen."..Past Imperfect is a well researched, 
passionately written hatchet job on the illusions and follies of a generation of post-war French Intellectuals. Judt 
begins by asking why communism dominated political and philosophical conversation in postwar France...Having put 
this period in context, Judt chronicles the emergence of a new generation of French postwar intellectuals and describes 
the central issues which preoccupied them: the legacy of four years of which came in their wake; Anti-Americanism 
and the Cold War; and the battles over French colonialism, especially in Algeria. He points out the key turning points; 
the Kravchenko and Rousset trials, brought by authors whose accounts of Soviet Communism met with disbelief and 
worse in Paris; the break between Stalin and Tito; the Rajk and Slansky show trials in east Europe; and finally in 1956, 
the suppression of the Hungarian uprising. Through it all, Judt traces certain disturbing patterns, especially the almost 
pathological flirtation of French intellectuals with violence and terror, from the French Revolution to Satre's support 
for political terrorism and Maoism."-"Jewish Quarterly",..".Past Imperfect is a well researched, passionately written 
hatchet job on the illusions and follies of a generation of post-war French Intellectuals. Judt begins by asking why 
communism dominated political and philosophical conversation in postwar France...Having put this period in context, 
Judt chronicles the emergence of a new generation of French postwar intellectuals and describes the central issues 
which preoccupied them: the legacy of four years of which came in their wake; Anti-Americanism and the Cold War; 
and the battles over French colonialism, especially in Algeria. He points out the key turning points; the Kravchenko 
and Rousset trials, brought by authors whose accounts of Soviet Communism met with disbelief and worse in Paris; 
the break between Stalin and Tito; the Rajk and Slansky show trials in east Europe; and finally in 1956, the 
suppression of the Hungarian uprising. Through it all, Judt traces certain disturbing patterns, especially the almost 
pathological flirtation of French intellectuals with violence and terror, from the French Revolution to Satre's support 
for political terrorism and Maoism."-"Jewish Quarterly"..".Past Imperfectis a well researched, passionately written 
hatchet job on the illusions and follies of a generation of post-war French Intellectuals. Judt begins by asking why 
communism dominated political and philosophical conversation in postwar France...Having put this period in context, 
Judt chronicles the emergence of a new generation of French postwar intellectuals and describes the central issues 
which preoccupied them: the legacy of four years of which came in their wake; Anti-Americanism and the Cold War; 
and the battles over French colonialism, especially in Algeria. He points out the key turning points; the Kravchenko 
and Rousset trials, brought by authors whose accounts of Soviet Communism met with disbelief and worse in Paris; 
the break between Stalin and Tito; the Rajk and Slansky show trials in east Europe; and finally in 1956, the 
suppression of the Hungarian uprising. Through it all, Judt traces certain disturbing patterns, especially the almost 
pathological flirtation of French intellectuals with violence and terror, from the French Revolution to Satre's support 
for political terrorism and Maoism."-"Jewish Quarterly""..".Past Imperfectis a well researched, passionately written 
hatchet job on the illusions and follies of a generation of post-war French Intellectuals. Judt begins by asking why 
communism dominated political and philosophical conversation in postwar France...Having put this period in context, 
Judt chronicles the emergence of a new generation of French postwar intellectuals and describes the central issues 
which preoccupied them: the legacy of four years of which came in their wake; Anti-Americanism and the Cold War; 
and the battles over French colonialism, especially in Algeria. He points out the key turning points; the Kravchenko 
and Rousset trials, brought by authors whose accounts of Soviet Communism met with disbelief and worse in Paris; 
the break between Stalin and Tito; the Rajk and Slansky show trials in east Europe; and finally in 1956, the 
suppression of the Hungarian uprising. Through it all, Judt traces certain disturbing patterns, especially the almost 
pathological flirtation of French intellectuals with violence and terror, from the French Revolution to Satre's support 
for political terrorism and Maoism."-Jewish Quarterly"-...Past Imperfect is a well researched, passionately written 
hatchet job on the illusions and follies of a generation of post-war French Intellectuals. Judt begins by asking why 
communism dominated political and philosophical conversation in postwar France...Having put this period in context, 
Judt chronicles the emergence of a new generation of French postwar intellectuals and describes the central issues 



which preoccupied them: the legacy of four years of which came in their wake; Anti-Americanism and the Cold War; 
and the battles over French colonialism, especially in Algeria. He points out the key turning points; the Kravchenko 
and Rousset trials, brought by authors whose accounts of Soviet Communism met with disbelief and worse in Paris; 
the break between Stalin and Tito; the Rajk and Slansky show trials in east Europe; and finally in 1956, the 
suppression of the Hungarian uprising. Through it all, Judt traces certain disturbing patterns, especially the almost 
pathological flirtation of French intellectuals with violence and terror, from the French Revolution to Satre's support 
for political terrorism and Maoism.--Jewish QuarterlyKurzbeschreibungPast Imperfect is a forthright and uncommonly 
damning study of those intellectually volatile years [1944-1956]. Mr. Judtdoes more than simply describe the 
ideological acrobats of his subjects; he is a sharp, even a vindictive moralist who indicts these intellectuals for their 
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