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Von Stephen F. Szabo : Parting Ways: The Crisis in German-American Relations  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Parting Ways: The Crisis in German-American 
Relations: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Highly 
Recommended!Von Rolf DobelliStephen F. Szabo presents a balanced if subjective look at the factors leading to the 
rift between Washington and Berlin over Iraq. He adroitly portrays how Sept. 11, 2001, was the shotgun in the 
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marriage between U.S. conservative nationalists (Bush, Vice President Richard Cheney) and neo-conservatives (Paul 
Wolfowitz, Richard Pearl). The neo-cons seek to ensure American security by spreading democracy to every inch of 
the globe. Szabo ably profiles the historical and cultural circumstances that contributed to the German perception that 
Bush is a greater threat to world peace than Saddam Hussein. He also uncovers the underlying geopolitical fault lines 
causing the diplomatic temblors that are rattling the dishware on both sides of the Atlantic. His book is an excellent 
tactical portrayal of how a vital, longstanding diplomatic relationship can disappear virtually overnight. We strongly 
recommend this volume to any serious student of international relations, the Atlantic Alliance and the Bush 
Administration, particularly in regard to its response to 9/11.

KurzbeschreibungGermany and the United States entered the post-9/11 era as allies, but they will leave it as partners 
of convenienceor even possibly as rivals. The first comprehensive examination of the German-American relationship 
written since the invasion of Iraq, Parting Ways is indispensable for those seeking to chart the future course of the 
transatlantic alliance. In early 2003, it became apparent that many nations, including close allies of the United States, 
would not participate in the U.S.-led coalition against Iraq. Despite the high-profile tension between the United States 
and France, some of the most bitter opposition came from Germany, marking the end not only of the German-
American "special relationship," but also of the broader transatlantic relationship's preeminence in Western strategic 
thought.Drawing on extensive research and personal interviews with decisionmakers and informed observers in both 
the United States and Germany, Stephen F. Szabo frames the clash between Gerhard Schrder and George W. Bush 
over U.S. policy in Iraq in the context of the larger changes shaping the relationship between the two countries. Szabo 
considers such longer-term factors as the decreasing strategic importance of the U.S.-German relationship for each 
nation in the post-cold war era, the emergence of a new German identity within Germany itself, and a U.S. foreign 
policy led by what is arguably the most ideological administration of the post-World War II era. 


