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Von David M. Kennedy : Over Here: The First World War and American Society  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Over Here: The First World War and American 
Society: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
ExcellentVon R. AlbinThis is a fine work by the author of the Pulitzer winning "Freedom from Fear". In this book, 
Prof. Kennedy provides a thematic overview of the American experience in WWI. This is not a narrative history but 
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an analysis of several important aspects of that experience. Topics include the effect of entry into the war and the war 
experience on the Progressive Movement; the impact of the war on the American economy, the American Labor 
movement, and the Federal Government; the experience of organizing the large army; the efforts to plan for a postwar 
world; and the ultimate failure of Wilson's efforts to make the US the leader of benign international order. Kennedy 
shows very well how the debate over war entry and splintered the Progressive movement. The suppression of dissent 
during and after the war dealt a serious blow to reformers and the liberal-left movement that had been the prewar 
engine of reform. Government efforts during the war were characterized by efforts to persuade business rather than 
developing a centralized economy, though central planning and coercion would probably have been necessary if the 
war had continued. There is a particularly good chapter on American efforts to use the war to establish American 
preeminence in international trade, followed by American withdrawal from that role. One defect of the book is that the 
thematic organization of the chapters leaves some important points unconnected. For example, in an early chapter 
Kennedy argues cogently that the turn to the right that accompanied the war, encouraged by his administration, would 
rob him ultimately of important allies for supporting his internationalism in the postwar period. At the end of the book, 
he makes similar points about Wilson's conduct towards European Liberal-Left movements but these two 
complementary points are never connected explicitly. Kennedy is an excellent writer and this book contains a great 
deal of first rate analysis. Recommended strongly.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great 
HistoryVon Ein KundeAs the author writes, World War I was an affair of the mind. Here is an excellent portrait of 
America in 1917 with warts and all. Professor Kennedy brings many interesting personalities of that time to life 
including John Dewey, Randolph Bourne, George Creel and many others. This book also contains the only good 
discussion of economic warfare as waged by the United States against Germany during 1917-18 that I've come across. 
Mitchell Palmer convinced Congress to seize control of thousands of U.S. chemical patents held by German firms or 
individuals. This amendment was passed on 4 November 1918, just seven days before the armistice. "Shortly 
thereafter he sold 4,500 lucrative patents at bargain-basement rates to the Chemical Foundation, a newly minted 
creation of the American chemical industry. (sound familiar?) The Foundation then licensed to member firms 
production rights under the various patents.. . Palmer provoked the German government to complain that his policies, 
'were designed to destroy Germany's economic existence upon this continent.'" His handling of the military side, 
including mobilization and the Meuse Argonne offensive are also insightful. His view of Pershing and the 
effectiveness of the AEF will rouse some scorn from those who only wish to read unquestioning tales of American 
superiority and genius, but that is as it should be given the actual events.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. A very important book for Americans in the 20th CenturyVon R. SwansonThis not only an 
excellent book, but it contains stories and information that are critical to understanding the United States in the First 
World War. The trends and events of this rather short period (1917-1919) shaped much of the rest of the Century. 
Highly recommended not only for military history fans, but for anyone wishing to understand American society in the 
20th Century. Kennedy has brought up many important points, including the role of government in the lives of 
Americans, and the control of the media: all issues of critical importance as we move on to the next century. Some of 
the events of those "far gone" times are bone-chilling, as we read about them 80 or so years along (and I'm not talking 
about life in the trenches of Europe!). Highly recommended.

KurzbeschreibungThe Great War of 1914-1918 confronted the United States with one of the most wrenching crises in 
the nation's history. It also left a residue of disruption and disillusion that spawned an even more ruinous conflict 
scarcely a generation later. Over Here is the single-most comprehensive discussion of the impact of World War I on 
American society. This 25th anniversary edition includes a new afterword from Pulitzer Prize-winning author David 
M. Kennedy, that explains his reasons for writing the original edition as well as his opinions on the legacy of 
Wilsonian idealism, most recently reflected in President George W. Bush's national security strategy. More than a 
chronicle of the war years, Over Here uses the record of America's experience in the Great War as a prism through 
which to view early twentieth century American society. The ways in which America mobilized for the war, chose to 
fight it, and then went about the business of enshrining it in memory all indicate important aspects of enduring 
American character. An American history classic, Over Here reflects on a society's struggle with the pains of war, and 
offers trenchant insights into the birth of modern America.KurzbeschreibungThe Great War of 1914-1918 confronted 
the United States with one of the most wrenching crises in the nation's history. It also left a residue of disruption and 
disillusion that spawned an even more ruinous conflict scarcely a generation later. Over Here is the single-most 
comprehensive discussion of the impact of World War I on American society. This 25th anniversary edition includes a 
new afterword from Pulitzer Prize-winning author David M. Kennedy, that explains his reasons for writing the original 
edition as well as his opinions on the legacy of Wilsonian idealism, most recently reflected in President George W. 
Bush's national security strategy. More than a chronicle of the war years, Over Here uses the record of America's 
experience in the Great War as a prism through which to view early twentieth century American society. The ways in 



which America mobilized for the war, chose to fight it, and then went about the business of enshrining it in memory 
all indicate important aspects of enduring American character. An American history classic, Over Here reflects on a 
society's struggle with the pains of war, and offers trenchant insights into the birth of modern America.Synopsis 
Considers the implications of America's involvement in World War I for intellectuals, minorities, politicians, and 
economists. 


