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Von Norman Itzkowitz : Ottoman Empire and Islamic Tradition (A Phoenix book)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ottoman Empire and Islamic Tradition (A Phoenix 
book): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Simple 
Introduction to Ottoman CivilizationVon L. BrownThis is a concise study of Ottoman culture, society and the Ottoman 
administrative system. The Ottoman Empire, which lasted for 700 years and included three continents, is an important 
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but often excluded ingredient in world history. This empire should be seen like its shorter lived sister-states (Mughal 
India and Safavid Iran) as a descendent of the Turco-Mongol steppe tradition under which Central Asia was unified 
and which created the first modern, large-scale, integrated, long-distance, old-world trading system.The book begins 
with several brief chapters that outline Ottoman political history while the remaninder of the book provides an 
overvew of Ottoman institutions. The volume, which includes a map, chronology, glossary, and index, is very easy 
reading. It could be used as part of a case study comparing the Ottoman Empire with other imperial systems. A must 
read for anyone interested in history who has never ventured beyond Western Europe or Russia while in their 
armchair. This book will provide a very different perspective on European political/diplomatic history.

KurzbeschreibungThis skillfully written text presents the full sweep of Ottoman history from its beginnings on the 
Byzantine frontier in about 1300, through its development as an empire, to its late eighteenth-century confrontation 
with a rapidly modernizing Europe. Itzkowitz delineates the fundamental institutions of the Ottoman state, the major 
divisions within the society, and the basic ideas on government and social structure. Throughout, Itzkowitz emphasizes 
the Ottomans' own conception of their historical experience, and in so doing penetrates the surface view provided by 
the insights of Western observers of the Ottoman world to the core of Ottoman existence. 


