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of social/economic factors leading to the civil warVon Alex Diffey"Origins of Southern Radicalism..." traces the
evolution of Upstate South Carolina from afrontier of subsistance farms to a cotton and slave dependent society
preceding the civil war. It reflects the economic situation (supported by a surprising amount of data), the devel opment
of trading, merchants and towns, the religious sentiments of the time, and how the mixture of cotton, money, society
and externally ineffective religious conviction led to disharmony and war. If anyone wants a clear window into the
conditions and issues that led to our Nation's worst horrors, read this book."Origins' is academic in nature, and a"slow
read". But, it needs to be in order to accurately document what was going in the decades leading up to the civil war.
The book is built on primary evidence, and is as unfiltered a flow of facts and events asis possible. The author shows
no Northern/Southern bias - just reveals the facts of the times. More than any of the numerous books | have read on
the civil war, this one answers the biggest questions: "How was this tragedy of dlavery perpetuated and how did this
horrible war happen?'There is alesson here for all future generations concerned about human rights and the failure of
politics to achieve favorable outcomes.

Kurzbeschreibungln the sixty years before the American Civil War, the South Carolina Upcountry evolved from an
isolated subsistence region that served as a stronghold of Jeffersonian Republicanism into a mature cotton-producing
region with a burgeoning commercial sector that served as a hotbed of Southern radicalism. This groundbreaking
study examines this startling evolution, tracing the growth, logic, and strategy of pro-slavery radicalism and the
circumstances and values of white society and politics to analyze why the white mgjority of the Old South ultimately
supported the secession movement that led to bloody civil war.Pressestimmen"Unquestionably the finest book on an
antebellum southern state since J. Mills Thornton's Politics and Power in a Slave Society....His magjor contribution...is
not to explain uniqueness but rather to portray convincingly a state sharing much with the other states of the cotton
South....In sum, LacyK. Ford has written a major book."--Journal of Southern History"Excellent....A major
contribution to the history of South Carolina."--South Carolina Historical Magazine"An important book....A carefully
researched, well-written analysis."--Civil War History"Both undergraduate and graduate readers will benefit from this
revealing look at the Old South's bellwether state."--Choice" Thisis a superb book. It carefully situates republican
ideology inits social, economic, and political context and skillfully portrays interrel ationships between ideas and
social reality."--Georgia Historical Quarterly "Unquestionably the finest book on an antebellum southern state since J.
Mills Thornton's Palitics and Power in a Slave Society....His major contribution...is not to explain unigueness but
rather to portray convincingly a state sharing much with the other states of the cotton South....In sum, Lacy K. Ford
has written a major book."--Journal of Southern History "Excellent....A major contribution to the history of South
Carolina."--South Carolina Historical Magazine "An important book....A carefully researched, well-written analysis."--
Civil War History "Both undergraduate and graduate readers will benefit from this revealing ook at the Old South's
bellwether state."--Choice "Thisis a superb book. It carefully situates republican ideology in its social, economic, and
political context and skillfully portrays interrelationships between ideas and social reality."--Georgia Historical
Quarterly "Unquestionably the finest book on an antebellum southern state since J. Mills Thornton's Palitics and
Power in a Slave Society....His major contribution...is not to explain uniqueness but rather to portray convincingly a
state sharing much with the other states of the cotton South....In sum, Lacy K. Ford has written a major book."--
Journal of Southern History "Excellent....A major contribution to the history of South Carolina."--South Carolina
Historical Magazine "An important book....A carefully researched, well-written analysis."--Civil War History "Both
undergraduate and graduate readers will benefit from this revealing look at the Old South's bellwether state."--Choice
"Thisisasuperb book. It carefully situates republican ideology in its social, economic, and political context and
skillfully portrays interrelationships between ideas and social reality."--Georgia Historical Quarterly"Unquestionably
the finest book on an antebellum southern state since J. Mills Thornton's Politics and Power in a Slave Society....His
major contribution...is not to explain uniqueness but rather to portray convincingly a state sharing much with the other
states of the cotton South....In sum, Lacy K. Ford has written a major book."--Journal of Southern
History"Excellent....A major contribution to the history of South Carolina."--South Carolina Historical Magazine'An
important book....A carefully researched, well-written analysis."--Civil War History"Both undergraduate and graduate
readers will benefit from this revealing look at the Old South's bellwether state."--Choice" Thisis a superb book. It
carefully situates republican ideology in its social, economic, and political context and skillfully portrays

interrel ationships between ideas and social reality."--Georgia Historical QuarterlyKurzbeschreibungln the sixty years
before the American Civil War, the South Carolina Upcountry evolved from an isolated subsistence region that served
as a stronghold of Jeffersonian Republicanism into a mature cotton-producing region with a burgeoning commercial
sector that served as a hotbed of Southern radicalism. This groundbreaking study examines this startling evolution,
tracing the growth, logic, and strategy of pro-slavery radicalism and the circumstances and values of white society and
politics to analyze why the white majority of the Old South ultimately supported the secession movement that led to



bloody civil war.



