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Von Frank Walton : Once They Were Eagles: The Men of the Black Sheep Squadron  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Once They Were Eagles: The Men of the 
Black Sheep Squadron: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Different Point Of ViewVon dave-ardis.white@sympatico.caThe Black Sheep legend, as retold through the eyes of the 
survivors. The first half of the book is the squadron history of VMF 214, from the time of its resurrection under the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CEAAV3U


command of Major Gregory Boyington, until the squadron was disbanded, and the squadron number reassigned to 
another outfit, after Boyington went missing in action (and was presumed dead), near the end of their second tour 
under his command. The last half of the book is a personal history from each of the survivors, as to what the 
experience was like, how it has affected their lives, what they did in post Black Sheep life. An assortment of 
interesting characters, molded under the guidance of Boyington, in to "the terrors of the South Pacific". Very 
interesting, although it does vary some from the version told by Boyington himself in his autobiography "Baa Baa 
Black Sheep". As is only human, each man sees 'the truth' from his own perspective, so it is interesting to see the 
whole thing through the eyes of someone other than Boyington himself. This book shows that the Black Sheep were 
more than Boyington. They were a well rounded team, molded and hardened under the realities of aerial combat. It 
comes across quite clearly however, that regardless of what they thought of Boyington as a person (they didn't all look 
up to him like a bunch of starry eyed boys, as depicted in the TV show...some in fact were older than Boyington), they 
definitely respected him as "a warrior, a fighter a leader", and one pilot recalls thinking of Boyington as "Jesus Christ 
himself", upon first being introduced. Originally published in 1986 (before Boyington's death), it is surprisingly frank 
in it's assessment, some might even say it's condemnation, of the leader of the Black Sheep, not so much in his days as 
the commanding officer of the 214, but in his postwar life. Many of them felt betrayed by Boyington, after his role as 
'technical advisor' on the TV series. Overall it makes for an interesting read. Well worth it. Dave White1 von 1 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Very good bookVon Ein KundeI was a bit leary of this book when I 
started it. The claim of the author to be one of the Black Sheep, even though he was not one of the pilots seemed a bit 
odd. Well, I was pleasantly surprised by this book. It is a very easy read and contains a good deal about the day to day 
life of a pilot in the South Pacific.It also gives a terrific look into the people behind the personas of the Black Sheep, 
especially Pappy Boyington. The writer does a good job of relating the respect that his men had for him as well as 
about the team of pilots the Black Sheep were.A very good read for a very good price.0 von 1 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. EXCELENT BOOK WELL WORTH THE MONEY TRUE TO LIFEVon Ein KundeA 
VERY TRUE STORY ABOUT VMF 214! NOT SOME FAIRY TALE TV SHOW WITH A LOT OF LIES AND 
HALF TRUTHS. THE FACT THAT THIS GRUOP OF PILOTS WAS LIKE ANY OTHER FIGHTER PLANE 
SQUADRON, BUT WITH AN EXTRODANRY LEADER WITH ORDANARY PILOTS WHO DID THE THE 
MOST EXTRODANRY THINGS

Kurzbeschreibung" Marine Corps Fighter Squadron 214 was hastily organized in the field during World War II to 
meet the urgent need for another combat squadron in the South Pacific. The squadron, self-named the "Black Sheep," 
went on under the leadership of the swashbuckling "Pappy" Boyington to become the most famous in Marine Corps 
history. Now comes the true story of the Black Sheep Squadron and the men who wrote its record in the Pacific skies. 
Once They Were Eagles tells how and why the squadron was formed, provides brief sketches of every member, and 
creates a vivid picture of the exciting but deadly aerial sorties over the South Pacific. Frank E. Walton located the 
thirty-four survivors of the fifty-one original Black Sheep. In a unique series of interviews, former "Eagles" share their 
recollections of those days of high adventure and their experiences in the years to follow.Pressestimmen"A study of 
immense value of how Marines battled the vaunted Japanese Zero and emerged victorious." -- "Leatherneck""A 
fascinating study of the overnight development of a diverse group of American youth reacting with shock to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor." -- "Marine Corps Gazette""A new and refreshing look at this truly remarkable fighter pilot -- 'Pappy' 
Boyington -- and his squadron." -- "Military History""A study of immense value of how Marines battled the vaunted 
Japanese Zero and emerged victorious." -- Leatherneck"A fascinating study of the overnight development of a diverse 
group of American youth reacting with shock to the attack on Pearl Harbor." -- Marine Corps Gazette"A new and 
refreshing look at this truly remarkable fighter pilot -- 'Pappy' Boyington -- and his squadron." -- Military History-A 
study of immense value of how Marines battled the vaunted Japanese Zero and emerged victorious.- -- Leatherneck-A 
fascinating study of the overnight development of a diverse group of American youth reacting with shock to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor.- -- Marine Corps Gazette-A new and refreshing look at this truly remarkable fighter pilot -- 'Pappy' 
Boyington -- and his squadron.- -- Military HistoryKurzbeschreibung" Marine Corps Fighter Squadron 214 was hastily 
organized in the field during World War II to meet the urgent need for another combat squadron in the South Pacific. 
The squadron, self-named the "Black Sheep," went on under the leadership of the swashbuckling "Pappy" Boyington 
to become the most famous in Marine Corps history. Now comes the true story of the Black Sheep Squadron and the 
men who wrote its record in the Pacific skies. Once They Were Eagles tells how and why the squadron was formed, 
provides brief sketches of every member, and creates a vivid picture of the exciting but deadly aerial sorties over the 
South Pacific. Frank E. Walton located the thirty-four survivors of the fifty-one original Black Sheep. In a unique 
series of interviews, former "Eagles" share their recollections of those days of high adventure and their experiences in 
the years to follow. 


