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KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good 
introduction to the nuclear weapons policyVon Dr. Bojan TunguzNuclear weapons are the most powerful and 
destructive weapons ever created. The combined power of all nuclear weapons currently in existence has the potential 
to destroy the World many times over. That fact has permanently changed the perception of warfare and created a 
whole new set of military and diplomatic concerns. This very short introduction explores these issues in detail, or at 
least with as much of a detail as the format allows. The book starts with a very brief explanation of how the nuclear 
energy works, and the realization in the late 1930s that it could be used for weapons. It follows with a condensed story 
of the Manhattan Project and the first nuclear explosions. The end of World War II, as the book argues, has only been 
a beginning of the new power relations based on the new reality that came with the gradual proliferation of the nuclear 
weapons around the world. The bulk of the book deals with the diplomatic and strategic policies that have marked the 
balance of powers during the Cold War. Even though the number of countries that acquired nuclear weapons never 
went beyond a single digit, there is a constant threat that many more regimes around the world would be all too willing 
to join the nuclear club. This had become an especially intractable problem upon the end of the Cold War. Instead of 
gradual disarmament, all of the nuclear powers have decided to cling to their arsenals. Even though deterrence might 
have been a major factor in the establishment and maintenance of peace throughout the twentieth century, the raise of 
non-state actors and their increasing predilection for the use of all sorts of weapons of mass destruction poses new and 
much more challenging threats for the world peace. All of these considerations are explored in this book, presented at 
a very accessible and relevant level.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Sehr gute EinfhrungVon 
S. AntropovAls ich das Buch via entdeckte reizte mich vor allem der Zusatz "very short", besonders bei solch einem 
sehr weitem und viel umspannenden Themenbereiches.Dieses Buch hlt was es verspricht es gibt in aller Krze eine gute 
bersicht ber Nuklear Waffen auf technischer Ebene, erklrt die Entwicklungen whrend des Kalten Krieges/ Ost-West-
Konflikt, die Versuche der Abrstung und schneidet auch die neuen Bedrohung, welche seit dem Ende des Kalten 
Krieges aufkamen (zentral: Terrorismus).Nach dem Lesen des Buches, hat man einen guten berblick und kann sich 
dann entscheiden, welche Bereiche, durch weitere Literatur, vertieft werden.Fazit: Top-Buch mit Top-Inhalt0 von 0 
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. More history and politics than technologyVon Erich RiederA good 
book I found. For me the title is a bit misleading. This is not so much about the weapons themselves, but rather on the 
Cold War politics and strategies involved.But anyway it is worth its money - and a quick read!

KurzbeschreibungDespite not having been used in anger since Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Bomb is still the biggest 
threat that faces us in the 21st century. As Bill Clinton's first secretary of defence, Les Aspin, aptly put it: 'The Cold 
War is over, the Soviet Union is no more. But the post-Cold War world is decidedly not post-nuclear'. For all the effort 
to reduce nuclear stockpiles to zero, it seems that the Bomb is here to stay. This Very Short Introduction reveals why. 
The history, and politics of the bomb are explained: from the technology of nuclear weapons, to the revolutionary 
implications of the H-bomb, and the politics of nuclear deterrence. The issues are set against a backdrop of the 
changing international landscape, from the early days of development, through the Cold War, to the present-day 
controversy of George W. Bush's National Missile Defence, and the threat and role of nuclear weapons in the so-called 
Age of Terror.Joseph M. Siracusa provides a comprehensive, accessible, and at times chilling overview of the most 
deadly weapon ever invented.ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University 
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get 
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to 
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.KurzbeschreibungDespite not having been used in anger since 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Bomb is still the biggest threat that faces us in the 21st century. As Bill Clinton's first 
secretary of defence, Les Aspin, aptly put it: 'The Cold War is over, the Soviet Union is no more. But the post-Cold 
War world is decidedly not post-nuclear'. For all the effort to reduce nuclear stockpiles to zero, it seems that the Bomb 
is here to stay. This Very Short Introduction reveals why. The history, and politics of the bomb are explained: from the 
technology of nuclear weapons, to the revolutionary implications of the H-bomb, and the politics of nuclear 
deterrence. The issues are set against a backdrop of the changing international landscape, from the early days of 
development, through the Cold War, to the present-day controversy of George W. Bush's National Missile Defence, 
and the threat and role of nuclear weapons in the so-called Age of Terror.Joseph M. Siracusa provides a 
comprehensive, accessible, and at times chilling overview of the most deadly weapon ever invented.ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every 
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors 
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly 
readable.Synopsis Despite not having been used in anger since Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Bomb is still the biggest 
threat that faces us in the 21st century. As Bill Clinton's first secretary of defence, Les Aspin, aptly put it: 'The Cold 
War is over, the Soviet Union is no more. But the post-Cold War world is decidedly not post-nuclear'. For all the effort 



to reduce nuclear stockpiles to zero, it seems that the Bomb is here to stay. This Very Short Introduction reveals why. 
The history, and politics of the bomb are explained: from the technology of nuclear weapons, to the revolutionary 
implications of the H-bomb, and the politics of nuclear deterrence. The issues are set against a backdrop of the 
changing international landscape, from the early days of development, through the Cold War, to the present-day 
controversy of George W. Bush's National Missile Defence, and the threat and role of nuclear weapons in the so-called 
Age of Terror. Joseph M. Siracusa provides a comprehensive, accessible, and at times chilling overview of the most 
deadly weapon ever invented. 


