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Von Anthony D.Smith : Nationalism and Modernism  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Nationalism and Modernism: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. excellent 
overview of theories of nationalismVon Ein KundeThis book by Anthony D. Smith, Professor of Ethnicity and 
Nationalism at the London School of Economics, is perhaps the best overview of the many theories of nationalism in 
one volume. As a sort of sequel to his first book, _Theories of Nationalism_, Smith summarizes each major theory and 
offers his critique. He spends a good amount of time on the seminal theories of Ernest Gellner and Elie Kedourie plus 
has significant sections on John Armstrong, Benedict Anderson, Michael Hechter, EJ Hobsbawm, Tom Nairn and 
many others, including himself. Each chapter is organized by theme, starting with the grand old men of sociology, 
Durkheim and Weber, moving through the modernists, primordalists, perennialists and ethno-symbolists before ending 
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with the postmodernists. (If you've never heard of some of these distinctions before, Smith spells them out quite 
clearly and succintly in the conclusion.)This book is thus valuable for all students of nationalism, even if you don't 
agree with Smith's critiques: his summaries alone make the book worthwhile.

KurzbeschreibungThe first major study in over three decades to explore the essential arguments of all the major 
theoretical interpretations of nationalism, from the modernist approaches of Gellner, Nairn, Breuilly, Giddens and 
Hobsbawm to the alternative paradigms of van den Bergh and Geertz, Armstrong and Smith himself. In a style 
accessible to the student and the general reader Smith traces the changing view of this hotly discussed topic within the 
current political, cultural and socioeconomic arena. He also analyses the contributions of such historians, sociologists 
and political scientists as Seton-Watson, Reynolds, Hastings, Horowitz and Brass. The survey concludes with an 
analysis of post-modern approaches to national identity, gender and nation, making it indispensable reading to all 
those interested in gaining full and authoritative knowledge of nationalism.KurzbeschreibungThe first major study in 
over three decades to explore the essential arguments of all the major theoretical interpretations of nationalism, from 
the modernist approaches of Gellner, Nairn, Breuilly, Giddens and Hobsbawm to the alternative paradigms of van den 
Bergh and Geertz, Armstrong and Smith himself. In a style accessible to the student and the general reader Smith 
traces the changing view of this hotly discussed topic within the current political, cultural and socioeconomic arena. 
He also analyses the contributions of such historians, sociologists and political scientists as Seton-Watson, Reynolds, 
Hastings, Horowitz and Brass. The survey concludes with an analysis of post-modern approaches to national identity, 
gender and nation, making it indispensable reading to all those interested in gaining full and authoritative knowledge 
of nationalism.Synopsis Anthony D. Smith has produced a thorough and comprehensive survey of the diverse theories 
of nationalism against the background of debates about modernity. In a style accessible to the student and the general 
reader he traces the changing view of this hotly discussed topic within the current political, cultural and socioeconomic 
arena. Smith explores the essential arguments of all the major theoretical interpretations of nationalism, from the 
modernist approaches of Gellner, Nairn, Breuilly, Giddens and Hobsbawm to the alternative paradigms of van den 
Bergh and Geertz, Armstrong and Smith himself. He also analyses the contributions of such historians, sociologists 
and political scientists as Seton-Watson, Reynolds, Hastings, Horowitz and Brass. The survey concludes with an 
analysis of post-modern approaches to national identity, gender and nation, making it indispensable reading to all 
those interested in gaining full and authoritative knowledge of one of the most controversial phenomena of the 
twentieth century. 


