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Von Maxim Gorky : My Childhood (Penguin Modern Classics) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised My Childhood (Penguin Modern Classics):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. true-to-
russian-authors-realismVon Tonyalthough not all of the material contained in this book is nofictional, it does grasp at


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00358VHQK

what istrue for russiaas awhole. i read this book while i was studying abroad in nizhnii novgorod, the town named
after gorky in the soviet years. his descripitions are rich and haunting and his survival over odds is amazing(re: a day
in the life of ivan denisovich, solzhenitsyn)0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Please accept this
revised version and replace the old oneVon Felix@radiochinese.comProbably because of his being labeled a
"revolutionary writer" of the Russian Communist Revolution -- though his aversion to the mass killings conducted by
the Bolsheviks led him to eventually commit suicide -- Maxim Gorky has remained an obscure name to the American
readers. Fewer still have read or heard of his autobiographical trilogy: My Childhood, My Apprenticeship and My
Universities. Those who haven't read his books have missed out on the classic literary production at its best.
Comparable to Dickens's David Copperfield, Gorky's My Childhood is a powerful work of achild'sjourney inlifein
the wake of his father's death against the backdrop of the tumultuous 19th century Russia. With depictions so
beautifully vivid and forceful, it recounts the touching relationship between the unforgettable grandmother and the
child Gorky who is put into custody at his grandparents's home. The image of his multi-faceted grandfather, who can
be fiercely brutal and childishly tender will leave an indelible memory to the reader. For an author like Gorky who has
received no more than two years of formal education, and whose poverty-stricken childhood formed his life-long
compassion for the undog, his My Childhood is imbellished with nostal gic reminiscenes of lower class people whose
qualities of integrity and dignity shine through the pages. There are the half-blind Gergory who works at the
grandfather's dye factory and who is taunted by his co-workers before finally succumbing to total blindness to become
adown and out beggar, the foolhardy and rough captain of the ship who enjoys a good night's reading from Gorky and
shares generous tears at the depiction of the death of a national hero in the book, and Gorky's little orphaned friends
who live out of garbage cans dreaming of a utopian neverland ... these characters help generate greatest impact upon
the readers of today where child poverty is as rampant as the epidemic AIDS. The seemingly hermetic world of the
grandparents's house leads us into a panoramic view of humnan conditions and conflicts. The grandmother, being the
consumate incarnation of good, beauty and truth, a simple woman who knows how to make people laugh, provokes
the reader to reexamine one's own selfish nature. Rarely in literary characterization can we experience in such
conviction in the character of the grandmother the genuine beauty of optimism in the direst situations, the honesty in a
world of deceit, the unselfishness and total sacrifice around treachery and hatred, and fighting spirit in defense of
values and dignity. This book and the other two in the trilogy written a century ago will guarantee an unforgettably
cathartic reading. It is every bit as relevent to readers of our age as Internet for Dummies. Well, without enriching
ourselves from the past literary treasure, aren't we all going to become dummies! 2?0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende
Rezension hilfreich. A "Childhood" unlike any other, atreasure you can't missVon Felix@radiochinese.comit's
probably because of his being labeled as a "revolutionary writer" of the Russian Communist Revolution -- though his
aversion to the mass killings conducted by the Communists led him to eventually commit suiside -- Maxim Gorky has
been arather obscure name to the American readers. Fewer even have read or head of his autobiographical trilogy:
The Childhood, My Apprenticeship and My Universities. To these people | say you have missed the classic human
literary production at its best. Comparable to such classics as Dickens's David Copperfield, Gorky's The Childhood is
apowerful work of achild'sjourney in lifein the wake of his father's death against the backdrop of the tumultuous
19th century Russia. With depictions so beautifully vivid and forceful, it recounts the touching relationship between
the unforgettable grandmother and the "1" who is put into custody at his grandparents home. The image of his multi-
faceted grandfather, who can be brutally fierce and childishly tender at the same time will leave an indelible memory
to any reader for the rest of hislife. For an author like Gorky who has received no more than two years of formal
education, and whose poverty-stricken childhood formed his life-long compassion for the underdog, The Childhood is
imbellished with nostalgic reminiscences of lower class people whose qualities of integraty and dignity shine through
the pages. There are the half-blind dye factory worker Gregory who finally succumbsto total blindness as a down and
out begger, the foolhardy and rough captain on the ship who enjoys a good night's reading from Gorky and shares
generous tears at the depiction of death of a national hero, and Gorky's little orphaned friends who live out of garbage
cans dreaming of a utopian netherland create greatest impact upon the readers of today where child poverty is as
rampant as the epidemic AIDS. The seemingly hermetic world of the grandparents house leads us into a panoramic
view of human conditions and conflicts. The grandmother, being the consumate reincarnation of good, beauty and
truth, a simple woman who knows how to make people laugh, provokes the reader to reexamine one's own selfish
nature. Rarely in literary characterization can we experience in such conviction in the character of the grandmother the
genuine beauty of optimism in the direst situations, the honesty in aworld of deceit, the unselfishness and total
sacrifice around treachery and hatred, and fighting spirit in defense of values and dignity.This book and the other two
in the trilogy written a century ago will guarantee an unforgettable cathartic reading. It is every bit as relevent to
readers of our age as Internet for Dummies. Well, without enriching ourselves from the past treasures, aren't we all
going to become dummies!?



KurzbeschreibungColoured by poverty and horrifying brutality, Gorky's childhood equipped him to understand - in a
way denied to a Tolstoy or a Turgenev - the life of the ordinary Russian. After his father, a paperhanger and
upholsterer, died of cholera, five-year-old Gorky was taken to live with his grandfather, a polecat-faced tyrant who
would regularly beat him unconscious, and with his grandmother, atender mountain of awoman and awonderful
storyteller, who would kneel beside their bed (with Gorky inside it pretending to be asleep) and give God her views on
the day's happenings, down to the last fascinating details. She was, in fact, Gorky's closest friend and the epic herocine
of abook swarming with characters and with the sensations of a curious and often frightened little boy. My Childhood,
the first volume of Gorky's autobiographical trilogy, wasin part an act of exorcism. It describes alife begun in the
raw, remembered with extraordinary charm and poignancy and without bitterness. Of all Gorky's books thisisthe one
that made him 'the father of Russian literature'.K urzbeschreibungColoured by poverty and horrifying brutality, Gorky's
childhood equipped him to understand - in away denied to a Tolstoy or a Turgenev - the life of the ordinary Russian.
After hisfather, a paperhanger and upholsterer, died of cholera, five-year-old Gorky was taken to live with his
grandfather, a polecat-faced tyrant who would regularly beat him unconscious, and with his grandmother, atender
mountain of awoman and awonderful storyteller, who would kneel beside their bed (with Gorky inside it pretending
to be aslegp) and give God her views on the day's happenings, down to the last fascinating details. She was, in fact,
Gorky's closest friend and the epic heroine of a book swarming with characters and with the sensations of a curious
and often frightened little boy. My Childhood, the first volume of Gorky's autobiographical trilogy, wasin part an act
of exorcism. It describes alife begun in the raw, remembered with extraordinary charm and poignancy and without
bitterness. Of al Gorky's books this is the one that made him ‘the father of Russian literature’.Synopsis Maxim Gorky,
pseudonym of Alexel Maksimovich Peshkov, Soviet novelist, playwright and essayist, who was a founder of social
realism. Although known principally as awriter, he was closely associated with the tumultuous revolutionary period of
his own country. "My Childhood", the first volume of Gorky's autobiographical trilogy, wasin part an act of exorcism.
It describes alife begun in the raw, remembered with extraordinary charm and poignancy and without bitterness. Of

all Gorky's books thisis the one that made him the father of Russian literature. See other titles by this author available
from Kessinger Publishing.



