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Von Edith T. Mirante: Burmese Looking Glass: A Human Rights Adventure and a Jungle Revolution before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Burmese Looking Glass: A
Human Rights Adventure and a Jungle Revolution:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Part
Travel Story, Part Burmese ScorecardVon Ein KundeEdith Mirante's travel goals are pretty much similar to mine - see


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005LPS6OQ

and report honestly, ignore travel hype, live as the locals, learn about political constraints, try to be sensitive to my
gigantic country's effect on people in places where there are few American eyes. Are the people | meet in danger? Are
they happy? Are they above the level of survival? Are they threatened by officials? For the reader who routinely asks
such questions, Edith Mirante isthe ideal travel guide. She rewrites the definition of "intrepid." She goes where no
Americans are allowed, walking for days on blisters to visit Karen tribespeople, traveling clandestinely in hill country
for the chance to meet afamous druglord and understand how the "Myanmar" army thugs have forced hill tribesto
grow opium in place of crops. She braves Thai jail in order to push the envelope, sensing the most profound truths
may liejust beyond those travel restrictions. They often do. Everywhere she manages to go, she tells us whom she
sees, and what she hears. Everything Edith does stems from relationships. Edith brings giftsto her hosts. Sheis polite.
Sheis properly outraged when she discovers mistreatment of the people she visits. And most of al, she goes the extra
distance to return and hold her own American government responsible for mishandling the regional situation to the
point of destruction. Most of uswill never be able to travel to the places Edith takes us. If we did, there would be still
fewer of uswho could understand what we found when we got there. Since | read this book ayear ago | have been
surprised by how often | hear news items about Burma. What | hear often echoes the book. There are the accounts of
farmers enslaved by the Burmese government to dig a pipeline for an American oil company - the farmers are now
suing the oil company for enslavement in American court. Two young Karen brothers have had their pictures on the
cover of alarge-circulation American magazine for their desperate attempts to win back their lands and safety from the
"Myanmar" army, which demands the complete destruction of all hill tribes. A much-beloved Burmese leader remains
under house arrest. And, of course, American citizens are regularly requested to boycott American firms doing
business with the brutal Burmese government. Burma may be half aworld from the West. But it is no longer sufficient
for westernersto rely on ignorance. It may be argued that increased worldwide communication alows us to be
compassionate in new ways. We cannot all go to Burmato find out what is happening there. That iswhy a book like
thisis so valuable. Edith Mirante has already been there. She has done some of the preliminary footwork for the rest of
us.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Part Travel Story, Part Burmese ScorecardVon Ein
KundeEdith Mirante's travel goals are pretty much similar to mine - see and report honestly, ignore travel hype, live as
the locals, learn about political constraints, try to be sensitive to my gigantic country's effect on people in places where
there are few American eyes. Are the people | meet in danger? Are they happy? Are they above the level of survival?
Are they threatened by officials? For the reader who routinely asks such questions, Edith Mirante is the ideal travel
guide. She rewrites the definition of "intrepid.” She goes where no Americans are allowed, walking for days on blisters
to visit Karen tribespeople, traveling clandestinely in hill country for the chance to meet a famous druglord and
understand how the "Myanmar" army thugs have forced hill tribes to grow opium in place of crops. She braves Thai
jail in order to push the envelope, sensing the most profound truths may lie just beyond those travel restrictions. They
often do. Everywhere she manages to go, she tells us whom she sees, and what she hears. Everything Edith does stems
from relationships. Edith brings gifts to her hosts. Sheis polite. Sheis properly outraged when she discovers
mistreatment of the people she visits. And most of al, she goes the extra distance to return and hold her own American
government responsible for mishandling the regional situation to the point of destruction. Most of uswill never be able
to travel to the places Edith takes us. If we did, there would be still fewer of uswho could understand what we found
when we got there. Since | read this book ayear ago | have been surprised by how often | hear news items about
Burma. What | hear often echoes the book. There are the accounts of farmers enslaved by the Burmese government to
dig apipeline for an American oil company - the farmers are now suing the oil company for enslavement in American
court. Two young Karen brothers have had their pictures on the cover of alarge-circulation American magazine for
their desperate attempts to win back their lands and safety from the "Myanmar" army, which demands the complete
destruction of all hill tribes. A much-beloved Burmese |eader remains under house arrest. And, of course, American
citizens are regularly requested to boycott American firms doing business with the brutal Burmese government. Burma
may be half aworld from the West. But it is no longer sufficient for westernersto rely on ignorance. It may be argued
that increased worldwide communication allows us to be compassionate in new ways. We cannot all go to Burmato
find out what is happening there. That iswhy abook like thisis so valuable. Edith Mirante has aready been there. She
has done some of the preliminary footwork for the rest of us.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich.
Burmese Looking Glass- Fact Von Ein KundeWhile | enjoyed reading this book, | was continually confused by it. |
am one of afew Americans who lived in Burmafor several years during the same time period. | found many of the
author's descriptions compelling, yet rather sensationalistic. Was she telling afictional story or afactual one about the
tribes and political causes of Burma? Unfortunately, | came away disappointed by this confusion. However, for a
reader who has has spent little or no time in Burma, the book would definitely be an exciting read.

KurzbeschreibungAs captivating as the most thrilling novel, Burmese Looking Glass tells the story of tribal peoples
who, though ravaged by malaria and weakened by poverty, are unforgettably brave. Author Edith Mirante first crossed



illegally from Thailand into Burmain 1983. There she discovered the hidden conflict that has despoiled the country
since the close of World War 11. She met commandos and refugees and learned firsthand the machinations of Golden
Triangle narcotics trafficking. Mirante was the first Westerner to march with the rebels from the fabled Three Pagodas
Pass to the Andaman Sea; she taught karate to women soldiers, was ritually tattooed by a Shan spirit doctor, has
lobbied successfully against U.S. government donation of Agent Orange chemicalsto the dictatorship, and was
deported from Thailand in 1988.



