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Von Berthold Rittberger : Building Europe's Parliament: Democratic Representation beyond the Nation State 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Building Europe's 
Parliament: Democratic Representation beyond the Nation State: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Closing 
a gap in EU researchVon Ein KundeThis book is an important contribution not only to the dynamic theoretical 
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discussion on the EU's institutional design, but also to the further cross-fertilization of the theoretical debate between 
sociological and rationalist, neo-institutional explanations of EU politics. Relying mainly on primary data in the form 
of historical records, Rittberger convincingly shows that the creation of the European Parliament (as the ECSC 
'Common Assembly') as well as its successive empowerment is decisively driven by (domestic) political actors' 
concern for (procedural) democratic legitimicy of the 'Political System of the European Union'. His specification and 
comparative testing of the mechanisms underlying member state governments' preferences for creation or further 
empowerment of the European Parliament allow Rittberger to demonstrate the explanatory power of domestic actors' 
constitutional "ideas", which are formed by the political and institutional context in which they are embedded, to grasp 
the positions taken by these actors in bargaining on the institutional form and powers of the European Union's 
parliament. Both, theoretically and methodologically, a fine piece of academic work!

KurzbeschreibungWhy have the national governments of EU member states successively endowed the European 
Parliament with supervisory, budgetary, and legislative powers? In this major contribution to the study of the 
European Parliament, Berthold Rittberger develops an original and compelling theory of delegation to representative 
institutions, and demonstrates just how and why the European Parliament has become so 
powerful.Pressestimmen"Building Europe's Parliament is an interesting study of the changes in the institutional 
framework of democracy that have been generated in the pursuit of a safer and more stable Europe. Rittberger is to be 
complimented for dealing directly and plainly with such questions in a more serious, morereadable, and more 
optimistic format that most other writers on this theme."--The International History "Building Europe's Parliament is 
an interesting study of the changes in the institutional framework of democracy that have been generated in the pursuit 
of a safer and more stable Europe. Rittberger is to be complimented for dealing directly and plainly with such 
questions in a more serious, more readable, and more optimistic format that most other writers on this theme."--The 
International History "Building Europe's Parliament is an interesting study of the changes in the institutional 
framework of democracy that have been generated in the pursuit of a safer and more stable Europe. Rittberger is to be 
complimented for dealing directly and plainly with such questions in a more serious, more readable, and more 
optimistic format that most other writers on this theme."--The International History "Building Europe's Parliament is 
an interesting study of the changes in the institutional framework of democracy that have been generated in the pursuit 
of a safer and more stable Europe. Rittberger is to be complimented for dealing directly and plainly with such 
questions in a more serious, more readable, and more optimistic format that most other writers on this theme."--The 
International History KurzbeschreibungWhy have the national governments of EU member states successively 
endowed the European Parliament with supervisory, budgetary, and legislative powers? In this major contribution to 
the study of the European Parliament, Berthold Rittberger develops an original and compelling theory of delegation to 
representative institutions, and demonstrates just how and why the European Parliament has become so powerful. 


