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Von Tom Brokaw : Boom!: Voices of the Sixties Personal Reflections on the '60s and Today  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Boom!: Voices of the Sixties Personal 
Reflections on the '60s and Today: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Scrapbook of Then, Now, and What It Might Have MeantVon Donald MitchellTom Brokaw brings us a large dose of 
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nostalgia as he recounts his life experiences and reflections about the sixties and their implications for today. 
Interwoven are many personal accounts by the famous that seem like extended People magazine features (where are 
they now?) rather than social history. Mr. Brokaw has a gentle, accepting personal style that makes the stories easy to 
read and experience.I think this book will be of most interest to those who didn't live during the sixties as they try to 
appreciate this formative period in the lives of their parents and grandparents. I suspect the book will be of most value 
to these younger people if they use stories in the book as the launching pad for questions to their elders. I hope this 
will occur. Those who didn't experience the sixties don't understand a lot about the perspectives of those who did.A 
key limitation of this book for those who want to appreciate the period is that the book doesn't really bring the history 
alive except in a brief time line in the back of the book. If you know the history of the 1940s-1960s, that's not a 
problem. My sense is that those under 35 are a little unclear on what happened then . . . and don't really care to know a 
lot more.Ultimately, the book has a weakness that cannot be avoided: While there were heroes in the sixties, most of 
them died then or moved on to something not very heroic. So the stories will mostly pale compared to those of The 
Greatest Generation.What did the sixties mean?Opinions vary, but the gist of the book suggests the following:1. 
Idealistic young people cannot accomplish very much without leaders who know what they are doing to head the 
young people in the right direction. Those leaders have been lacking for a long time.2. Opposition to wars seems to be 
more likely when young people may be drafted to fight in them than when the wars merely create horrible situations 
for others.3. All of that experimentation with wild living was dangerous and hard to recover from.4. The core value of 
the sixties was probably "let me do my thing." That extreme desire for choice continues today and is part of what's 
good and bad about our society.5. Tolerance grew out of the sixties . . . as did personal ambition for those who had 
been held back by social constraints. Those were good things.6. We continue to be divided as a society by the issues 
raised during the sixties.I found the book bringing back a lot of memories, especially when I saw how many people I 
know or have met recounted their lives in the book. I'm not sure it was a good idea to remember many of those 
things.By the way, this material would have been much more desirable if done as a video of the interviews and 
reminiscences with lots of music and images of the sixties interspaced.

KurzbeschreibungIn The Greatest Generation, his landmark bestseller, Tom Brokaw eloquently evoked for America 
what it meant to come of age during the Great Depression and the Second World War. Now, in Boom!, one of 
Americas premier journalists gives us an epic portrait of another defining era in America as he brings to life the 
tumultuous Sixties, a fault line in American history. The voices and stories of both famous people and ordinary 
citizens come together as Brokaw takes us on a memorable journey through a remarkable time, exploring how 
individual lives and the national mindset were affected by a controversial era and showing how the aftershocks of the 
Sixties continue to resound in our lives today. In the reflections of a generation, Brokaw also discovers lessons that 
might guide us in the years ahead. Boom! One minute it was Ike and the man in the grey flannel suit, and the next 
minute it was time to turn on, tune in, drop out. While Americans were walking on the moon, Americans were dying 
in Vietnam. Nothing was beyond question, and there were far fewer answers than before.Published as the fortieth 
anniversary of 1968 approaches, Boom! gives us what Brokaw sees as a virtual reunion of some members of the class 
of 68, offering wise and moving reflections and frank personal remembrances about peoples lives during a time of 
high ideals and profound social, political, and individual change. What were the gains, what were the losses? Who 
were the winners, who were the losers? As they look back decades later, what do members of the Sixties generation 
think really mattered in that tumultuous time, and what will have meaning going forward? Race, war, politics, 
feminism, popular culture, and music are all explored here, and we learn from a wide range of people about their lives. 
Tom Brokaw explores how members of this generation have gone on to bring activism and a Sixties mindset into 
individual entrepreneurship today. We hear stories of how this formative decade has led to a recalibrated 
perspectiveon business, the environment, politics, family, our national existence. Remarkable in its insights, 
profoundly moving, wonderfully written and reported, this revealing portrait of a generation and of an era, and of the 
impact of the 1960s on our lives today, lets us be present at this reunion ourselves, and join in these frank 
conversations about America then, now, and tomorrow.From the Hardcover edition.KurzbeschreibungIn The Greatest 
Generation, his landmark bestseller, Tom Brokaw eloquently evoked for America what it meant to come of age during 
the Great Depression and the Second World War. Now, in Boom!, one of Americas premier journalists gives us an 
epic portrait of another defining era in America as he brings to life the tumultuous Sixties, a fault line in American 
history. The voices and stories of both famous people and ordinary citizens come together as Brokaw takes us on a 
memorable journey through a remarkable time, exploring how individual lives and the national mindset were affected 
by a controversial era and showing how the aftershocks of the Sixties continue to resound in our lives today. In the 
reflections of a generation, Brokaw also discovers lessons that might guide us in the years ahead. Boom! One minute it 
was Ike and the man in the grey flannel suit, and the next minute it was time to turn on, tune in, drop out. While 
Americans were walking on the moon, Americans were dying in Vietnam. Nothing was beyond question, and there 



were far fewer answers than before.Published as the fortieth anniversary of 1968 approaches, Boom! gives us what 
Brokaw sees as a virtual reunion of some members of the class of 68, offering wise and moving reflections and frank 
personal remembrances about peoples lives during a time of high ideals and profound social, political, and individual 
change. What were the gains, what were the losses? Who were the winners, who were the losers? As they look back 
decades later, what do members of the Sixties generation think really mattered in that tumultuous time, and what will 
have meaning going forward? Race, war, politics, feminism, popular culture, and music are all explored here, and we 
learn from a wide range of people about their lives. Tom Brokaw explores how members of this generation have gone 
on to bring activism and a Sixties mindset into individual entrepreneurship today. We hear stories of how this 
formative decade has led to a recalibrated perspectiveon business, the environment, politics, family, our national 
existence. Remarkable in its insights, profoundly moving, wonderfully written and reported, this revealing portrait of a 
generation and of an era, and of the impact of the 1960s on our lives today, lets us be present at this reunion ourselves, 
and join in these frank conversations about America then, now, and tomorrow.From the Hardcover edition.ber den 
Autor und weitere MitwirkendeTom Brokaw is the author of four bestsellers: The Greatest Generation, The Greatest 
Generation Speaks, An Album of Memories, and A Long Way from Home. From 1976 to 1981 he anchored Today on 
NBC. He was the sole anchor and managing editor of NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw from 1983 to 2004. 


