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Von Paul M. Angle : Bloody Williamson  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Bloody Williamson: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A must-
read history of violence in small-town AmericaVon Ein KundeDown-home bullies, organized labor, the KKK and 
gangs of '20s bootleggers converge in this reporter-style history of the bloody county of Williamson in southern 
Illinois. Formed in 1839, the county reeled from 780 murderous assaults and 50 murders (with only 6 convictions) in 
its first 37 years and was called a "disgrace to the state" by the Chicago Tribune in 1875. By the early 1900s, the Klan 
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and union mobs moved in, leading to "The Herrin Massacre" of 1922, which General John J. Pershing called "ruthless 
murder" and the New York Sun disdained as "butchery." This is a fascinating read by a top-notch midwestern 
historian, who examines the unusual mix of forces leading to generations of fear and lawlessness. "Bloody 
Williamson" will rock your world; you will marvel at the terrifying history that belongs to this quiet corner of rural 
America

KurzbeschreibungThis is a horror story of native American violence. It carries a grim lesson for the whole country. 
Political doctrines have played no part in the violence and murder that have brought much ill fame to one corner of 
Illinois. On the map, Williamson is just another county. But in history it is a place in which a strange disease has raged 
for more than eighty yearsa disease marked by a pathological tendency to settle differences by force. Fascinated by 
this, Paul M. Angle, the well-known historian, set out to discover what really had happened. Through enormous 
research he has been able to reconstruct the whole story in all its horrible, scarifying detail. Using the best techniques 
of reportage, without editorializing, without subjective coloration, he has produced a narrative beyond imagination. It 
begins with the "Bloody Vendetta," a feud that rampaged in the 1870s. It deals with labor's success in organizing coal 
mines in southern Illinois, an affair that twice blew up in violence. It covers the Herrin Massacre of 1922perhaps the 
most shocking episode in the history of organized labor in this countryand the subsequent trials. The Ku Klux Klan 
provides material for four chapters that come to a climax in a fatal duel between the Klan and its opponents. And it 
ends with the story of the gang war between Charlie Birger and the Shelton brothers. It is a tale to shake the most 
phlegmatic reader.Pressestimmen "Angle's story of Williamson County has justifiably been called a classic, and the 
University of Illinois Press deserves praise for reissuing it with the helpful introduction by Southern Illinois University 
historian John Y. Simon."--"Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society" " "This small book is packed with 
historical details. . . . Citizens should read it for no other reason than to discover that such violence. . . can "happen"--
and that it may not yet be quite finished."--"Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology Police Science" 
"KurzbeschreibungThis is a horror story of native American violence. It carries a grim lesson for the whole country. 
Political doctrines have played no part in the violence and murder that have brought much ill fame to one corner of 
Illinois. On the map, Williamson is just another county. But in history it is a place in which a strange disease has raged 
for more than eighty yearsa disease marked by a pathological tendency to settle differences by force. Fascinated by 
this, Paul M. Angle, the well-known historian, set out to discover what really had happened. Through enormous 
research he has been able to reconstruct the whole story in all its horrible, scarifying detail. Using the best techniques 
of reportage, without editorializing, without subjective coloration, he has produced a narrative beyond imagination. It 
begins with the "Bloody Vendetta," a feud that rampaged in the 1870s. It deals with labor's success in organizing coal 
mines in southern Illinois, an affair that twice blew up in violence. It covers the Herrin Massacre of 1922perhaps the 
most shocking episode in the history of organized labor in this countryand the subsequent trials. The Ku Klux Klan 
provides material for four chapters that come to a climax in a fatal duel between the Klan and its opponents. And it 
ends with the story of the gang war between Charlie Birger and the Shelton brothers. It is a tale to shake the most 
phlegmatic reader. 


