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Von Robert S. Gottfried : Black Death (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Black Death (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. grim, 
thorough work on the Black DeathVon Deborah MacgillivrayThere has been nothing in modern medicine to parallel 
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the devastation of the Plague. This books is not easy reading, not lightly touched upon history. More of a 
masquerading study presented as a historical work, with a dash of detective work tossed in. Gottfried sets the stage of 
the emergence of the plague, traces its thorough and relentless progress across Europe, drawing on a wealth of 
documents, such as church and tax records, records written in six different languages from poets, historians and 
physicians of the period.He shows how the cycles of outbreak of plague beginning in 1347 and lasting over hundreds 
of year, nearly singlehandedly broke the spine of feudalism, even to challenged the papal authority of the church, and 
shook up medicine completely. He draws comparisons so you have a focal point to which you can wrap your mind 
around such as during the first major outbreak lasting four years, he estimate between 17 and 28 million souls died a 
horrible death, contrasting that to the causalities of World War I where 8 1/2 million died. His study shows the areas of 
cities and over population, where the sanitary conditions were nonexistent, the mortality rate ran to 40-50%, pointing 
out London suffered nearly 300 death daily in the Summer of 1349.Civil authority nearly broke down as fear and panic 
seized the masses, bizarre cults appeared like the Flagellistic ones, that went from town to town whipping themselves 
as punishment for the sins of mankind. Many saw it as the end of the world, Dooms Day, the time for the second 
coming of Christ.Gottfried recreates this nightmare world that serves as a warning for all generations in vivid detail.I 
do wish he had gone more into the witch-craze beginning to sweep the lands, and how the Church's ordering of the 
killing of all cats, fearing they were witches or witches familiars strongly contributed to the spread of the 
plague.sigh...maybe in another book...Still a must for writers of this historical period.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. The Black Death: Natural and Human Disaster in Medieval EurVon Thomas 
LacknerThis is not light bedtime reading. Rather, it appears to be a textbook masquerading as popular history. The 
book begins with an attempt to explain plague ecology. As an academic with a background in both history and ecology 
I found this section raised more questions than it answered. By the time Gottfried moved the plague from its endemic 
homes in Asia through 14th C Europe we knew what it was, how it moved, and were thoroughly saturated with facts 
about the purported and hypothetically actual mortality in every major city in Europe. But some things don't add up. If, 
for instance, the mortality rate for bubonic plague was 50%, and 50% of the population of Siena died in the first attack, 
then every man, woman, and child in Siena was infected. Even in an era of poor sanitation and relaxed attitudes 
toward personal hygiene, that strains our credulity.The second half of the book is less tedious. Here Gottfried deals 
with the effects of the plague, on medicine, economics, government, sociology, and many other aspects of life in the 
late Middle Ages. This is history as it should be written, and it is hard to believe the same author wrote the 
overwhelmingly dull first half. My recommendation: buy this book only if you have an academic interest in the effects 
of the plague on pre-Renaissance European affairs.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A superb 
piece of historyVon Ein KundeThis is the second book I read about the Black Death of 1347-51. I was equally 
impressed with the way Gottfried presented his materials. The author also examines several other diseases that were 
common in those days, and takes a scientific look at the bacillus that infected fleas and, eventually, the rodents that 
spread the epidemic. Thoroughly researched (look at his bibliography), this is a terrific book for anyone wanting to 
know not only about the Black Death but also about its aftermath in Europe (it shaped and changed the future of 
Europe). I would rank this book with Philip Ziegler's classic "The Black Death."

KurzbeschreibungA fascinating work of detective history, The Black Death traces the causes and far-reaching 
consequences of this infamous outbreak of plague that spread across the continent of Europe from 1347 to 1351. 
Drawing on sources as diverse as monastic manuscripts and dendrochronological studies (which measure growth rings 
in trees), historian Robert S. Gottfried demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat fleas brought on an ecological 
reign of terror -- killing one European in three, wiping out entire villages and towns, and rocking the foundation of 
medieval society and civilization.PressestimmenNew York Times Book An engrossing study...Gottfried leaves us with 
a better understanding of how humans turned out to be at the mercy of changes in insect and rodent ecology.The 
Atlantic Monthly Intriguing [description of] the social and economic effects of the plague, particularly its impact on 
the medical profession...Professor Gottfried describes the process in brisk and stimulating style.William H. McNeill 
New York of Books Marks a distinct intellectual advance...a powerful reminder of how drastically ecological balances 
can be upset...New England Journal of Medicine The epidemiology of plague and its introduction into Europe, the 
details of its devastation of various regions, and the economic consequences of the pandemic...represents the scholarly 
consensus and is well told.The Boston Globe Book Gottfried's own historical expertise serves him well in describing 
the broad tears, temporary patches, and eventual retailoring of the fabric of medieval life...Gottfried's examination of 
the Black Death can help us to understand ourselves as well as our darkest past.KurzbeschreibungA fascinating work 
of detective history, The Black Death traces the causes and far-reaching consequences of this infamous outbreak of 
plague that spread across the continent of Europe from 1347 to 1351. Drawing on sources as diverse as monastic 
manuscripts and dendrochronological studies (which measure growth rings in trees), historian Robert S. Gottfried 
demonstrates how a bacillus transmitted by rat fleas brought on an ecological reign of terror -- killing one European in 



three, wiping out entire villages and towns, and rocking the foundation of medieval society and civilization. 


