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Von Wallace Stegner : Beyond the Hundredth Meridian: John Wesley Powell and the Second Opening of the 
West  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Beyond the 
Hundredth Meridian: John Wesley Powell and the Second Opening of the West: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A classic 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002DMZ9YK


account of misguided policyVon Ein KundeThis one is a classic. Stegner presents not only a biography, but a cogent 
indictment of the blindness of the US government to growth-oriented boosterism and capitalism in the interior West. 
The results of that blindness can be seen today in the absurdities of the water-hungry urban economies of Phoenix and 
Las Vegas plunked down in the middle of the desert.As Stegner makes clear, Powell predicted these inanities and 
would certainly appreciate their ironies today.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Still a classic, 
though a little frayedVon CustomerThis is a still a must-read for serious river rats, showing how our belief in the "big 
rock candy mountain" overruled the evidence before our eyes as we developed the West. This book was written in the 
early 1950s, and two signs of age were apparent. First, Stegner had not seen many of the river sections he describes, 
including the Grand Canyon of the Colorado and the Desolation-Grey Canyons section of the Green. The boom in 
commercial river running now makes many of us more expert than Stegner on that subject - kind of fun! Second, and 
less fun, the old boy has many subtle ways of downplaying the importance of women in the story. Small example: 
Stegner names Powell's brothers but only mentions the number of sisters, even though their roles in the story all quite 
small. These are nits born of his times. Still a fascinating tale.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Excellent adventure and history bookVon Ein KundeWallace Stegner combines the adventure of John Wesley Powell's 
historic running of the Colorado River and the story of government science. Powell's river running is a dramatic yarn, 
and Stegner draws on his strengths as a historian to debunk some of the exaggerations of Powell's own writings. 
Stegner has quite a way with words and brings Powell's story to life. The second half of the book is somewhat dry, but 
it is an important document of the history of government-funded science in this country. (Powell played an important 
role in government science.) He does an excellent job of enlivening the characters, and the history has important 
implications today. While this is not Stegner's best book, it is a good read, especially for fans of the American West.

KurzbeschreibungFrom the dean of Western writers (The New York Times) and the Pulitzer Prize winningauthor of 
Angle of Repose and Crossing to Safety, a fascinating look at the old American West and the man who prophetically 
warned against the dangers of settling it In Beyond the Hundredth Meridian, Wallace Stegner recounts the sucesses 
and frustrations of John Wesley Powell, the distinguished ethnologist and geologist who explored the Colorado River, 
the Grand Canyon, and the homeland of Indian tribes of the American Southwest. A prophet without honor who had a 
profound understanding of the American West, Powell warned long ago of the dangers economic exploitation would 
pose to the West and spent a good deal of his life overcoming Washington politics in getting his message across. Only 
now, we may recognize just how accurate a prophet he was.Pressestimmen"This book goes far beyond biography, into 
the nature and soul of the American West. It is Stegner at his best, assaying an entire era of our history, packing his 
pages with insights as shrewd as his prose." Ivan DoigKurzbeschreibungFrom the dean of Western writers (The New 
York Times) and the Pulitzer Prize winningauthor of Angle of Repose and Crossing to Safety, a fascinating look at the 
old American West and the man who prophetically warned against the dangers of settling it In Beyond the Hundredth 
Meridian, Wallace Stegner recounts the sucesses and frustrations of John Wesley Powell, the distinguished ethnologist 
and geologist who explored the Colorado River, the Grand Canyon, and the homeland of Indian tribes of the American 
Southwest. A prophet without honor who had a profound understanding of the American West, Powell warned long 
ago of the dangers economic exploitation would pose to the West and spent a good deal of his life overcoming 
Washington politics in getting his message across. Only now, we may recognize just how accurate a prophet he was. 


