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Von Willy Schumann : Being Present: Growing Up in Hitlers Germany  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Being Present: Growing Up in Hitlers Germany: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Gives 
you a different impression of what life was like..Von Uzma BurneyThis is a good, balanced version of events that took 
place in Nazi Germany. Willy Schumann writes about his own experience as a young German boy living at the time. I 
read the book for a research paper on the youth experience in Nazi Germany and what made this book stand out was 
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that it did not take an extreme stand-point. The author was a Hitler youth member but he seems, even under the effects 
of indoctrination, to be able to do some thinking on his own -- he did not oppose the regime but he was not a rabid 
follower of the Hitler youth either. The book continues after the war and gives us a good insight into the plight of the 
Germans after the war. The book reads like a novel (which is not always the case in history books) and the author is 
smart and witty -- above all he is human.

KurzbeschreibungProfessor Schumann, of Smith College, was six years old when Hitler came to power in Germany. 
He grew up in a smallish, very ship-minded town on the approach to the Kiel Canal. The place was far from the 
centers of power and corruption, and devoid of concentration camps. Young Willy became a devoted Nazi believer. 
Professor Schumanns intention in writing this understated and not self-defensive memoir is to show young Americans 
how easy it is, given the right historical and political circumstances, to form, control, and manipulate a whole 
nationespecially its young people. He does that effectivelyprovided young people read his book.The AtlanticBorn in 
1927, Schumann scrupulously relates and analyzes his life in Nazi Germany and his post-1945 experiences that finally 
brought him to the U.S. Eschewing self-pity, he successfully demonstrates how and why he was an ardent supporter of 
the Nazi regime to its end and describes its values, inculcated by Hitler Youth meetings and newspaper and radio 
propaganda, and undergirded by an adventurousness of youth .The chapters of life after 1945 show how some 
Germans were gradually transformed into supporters of democracy.ChoiceKurzbeschreibungProfessor Schumann, of 
Smith College, was six years old when Hitler came to power in Germany. He grew up in a smallish, very ship-minded 
town on the approach to the Kiel Canal. The place was far from the centers of power and corruption, and devoid of 
concentration camps. Young Willy became a devoted Nazi believer. Professor Schumanns intention in writing this 
understated and not self-defensive memoir is to show young Americans how easy it is, given the right historical and 
political circumstances, to form, control, and manipulate a whole nationespecially its young people. He does that 
effectivelyprovided young people read his book.The AtlanticBorn in 1927, Schumann scrupulously relates and 
analyzes his life in Nazi Germany and his post-1945 experiences that finally brought him to the U.S. Eschewing self-
pity, he successfully demonstrates how and why he was an ardent supporter of the Nazi regime to its end and describes 
its values, inculcated by Hitler Youth meetings and newspaper and radio propaganda, and undergirded by an 
adventurousness of youth .The chapters of life after 1945 show how some Germans were gradually transformed into 
supporters of democracy.ChoiceSynopsis When Professor Schumann was six years old, Hitler came to power in 
Germany. Growing up in a small town far from the centres of power and corruption - and without concentration 
camps - Schumann became a Nazi believer. In this memoir, the author aims to "show young Americans how easy it is, 
given the right historical and political circumstances, to form, control, and manipulate a whole nation - especially its 
young people." Schumann analyses his life in Nazi Germany and the post-1945 experiences that finally brought him to 
the USA. He shows how and why he became a supporter of the Nazi regime, and demonstrates how some Germans 
were converted into supporters of democracy after 1945. 


