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Von William C. Davis : Battle at Bull Run: A History of the First Major Campaign of the Civil War  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Battle at Bull Run: A History 
of the First Major Campaign of the Civil War: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Very 
enjoyable account of this battleVon Aussie ReaderThis new and revised edition of the original 1977 book offers the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0082XLQM8


reader a splendid narrative of the first major battle of the American Civil War. On the 21st of July 1861, 60,000 
American soldiers from the North and South met along the banks of Bull Run. In the fighting that followed the Union 
forces lost 2,900 out of the 20,000 men engaged while the Confederates lost 2,000 out of about 17,000 engaged.The 
first half of the book describes the Union and Confederate forces as they muster their men into the first armies of the 
Civil War. It continues with an outline of the events' leading up to the battle and gives you a feeling for, and an 
understanding of, the main characters involved. Future heroes and leaders of the Civil War come to the fore, such men 
as 'Stonewall' Jackson, Jeb Stuart, A.P. Hill, Jubal Early and Joseph E. Johnston for the Confederacy and men like 
William T. Sherman, Ambrose Burnside and Irvin McDowell for the Union.The final chapters describe the fighting 
from Blackburn's Ford to the final rout of the Union Forces on the evening of the 21st. The author's description of the 
intense fighting is gripping and written in such a fluent style that it holds you to the narrative. Although the casualties 
for this engagement were not significant when compared to those bloody battles that followed you still feel for the 
individual soldiers who were caught up in this terrible War.This book is an enjoyable and easy to read story and is well 
presented by a number of photographs taken at the time of the battle or shortly after. The author has included 8 small, 
but easy to read maps that help you follow the outline of events during the battle. This book is recommended to any 
body who has a love for this period of history or to the general reader who likes a good story.0 von 0 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Briliant Book.Von patrese@bart.nlAn absolutely brilliant book,it covers every move 
made by the two oppossing armies. The mistakes that led to the defeat of the volunteer Union army.And it is told like 
gripping novell placed in the most gallant time.

KurzbeschreibungTwo great, untested armies were readying for the firstand what many believed would be the 
lastmajor conflict between North and South. On the eve of July 21, 1861, one Northerner wrote: The sky is perfectly 
clear, the moon is full and bright, and the air was still as if it were not within a few hours to be disturbed by the roar of 
cannon and the shouts of contending men. So optimistic were the people in Washington that a crowd of civilians came 
from the city with picnic hampers to witness the crushing defeat of the upstart rebels. It was, says William C. Davis, 
the twilight of Americas innocence, and the following day the mood would shatter in a battle that confounded the 
expectations of both sidesthe first Battle at Bull Run. William C. Davis has written a compelling and complete account 
of this landmark conflict. The Battle at Bull Run (or Manassas) is notable for many reasons. It was a surprise victory 
for the Confederacy, a humiliating defeat for the Union, and the first ominous indication that a long and bloody war 
was inevitable. It marked the first strategic use of railroads in history, and the first time the horrors of the battle were 
photographed for the folks back home. It was also a training ground for some of Americas most colorful military 
figures: P.G.T. Beauregard, Joe Johnston, Irvin McDowell and Stonewall Jackson. Drawing from a wealth of 
materialold letters, journals, memoirs and military recordsDavis brings to life a vivid and vital chapter in American 
history..deFrom the very first pages of this book, it's clear that historian William C. Davis is ready to deliver a gripping 
account of the first battle of the Civil War. He describes a female spy traveling with stolen information from 
Washington, D.C., to Confederate headquarters in Fairfax Court House, Virginia: "The whole scene so reeked of 
penny romance that it bordered on the ludicrous." Maybe so, but it's also real history, and Davis understands what 
many academic historians do not: a good history book needs to tell good stories. Davis has written many outstanding 
books on the Civil War era, and Battle at Bull Run is one of his earliest. It's also one of his best, and is perhaps the 
finest book available on how the Union's haughty overconfidence crumbled against Southern determination in a single 
afternoon. Confederate General Thomas Jackson earned his immortal nickname, "Stonewall," on that day, and the 
soldiers who fought under him showed the North that its cry "On to Richmond!" was a hollow one. Much of the book 
focuses on events leading up to the actual battle--how the two armies were hastily assembled, how each side found its 
leaders, and so on. This is a familiar tale, but probably never has been told as well as it is on these pages. --John J. 
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