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Von Jack Couffer : Bat Bomb  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Bat Bomb: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
wonderful look at a quirky moment in U.S. defense history.Von John C.Bat Bomb is the story of a small group of 
people shortly after the beginning of World War II, involved in an unlikely scheme to defeat the Japanese. The plan is 
to strap small incendiary devices (napalm) to millions of bats and drop them at dusk over Japanese cities. Written by a 
young member of the team, the story of their eccentric scientist leader, how money was obtained from Washington, 
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and their first encounter with the now-famous bat caves in the Carlsbad area is sometimes sobering, often hilarious, 
and always fascinating. For example, they were particularly disturbed to find out that the government was spending 
millions on atomic research in the same part of the country. To quote the bat scientist, "We got a sure thing like the bat 
bomb going, something that could really win the war, and they're j--ing off with tiny little atoms. It makes me want to 
cry." A wonderful and mostly overlooked book.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. FantasticVon 
Ein KundeBAT BOMB covers a quite unknown but important part of World War II history. It got good reviews, but 
the public seemed to neglect it (I don't know why). This book is not only an important history lesson, it is also a wildly 
entertaining read. Don't YOU neglect this book. Read it. You'll love it.

KurzbeschreibungIt was a crazy way to win World War II in the Pacific All the United States had to do was to attach 
small incendiary bombs to millions of bats and release them over Japan's major cities. As the bats went to roost, a 
million fires would flare up in remote crannies of the wood and paper buildings common throughout Japan. When 
their cities were reduced to ashes, the Japanese would surely capitulate... The plan made sense to a handful of 
eccentric promoters and researchers, who convinced top military brass and even President Roosevelt to back the 
scheme. It might have worked, except that another secret weaponsomething to do with atomswas chosen to end the 
war. Told here by the youngest member of the team, this is the story of the bat bomb project, or Project X-Ray, as it 
was officially known. In scenes worthy of a Capra or Hawks comedy, Jack Couffer recounts the unorthodox 
experiments carried out in the secrecy of Bandera, Texas; Carlsbad, New Mexico; and El Centro, California, in 1942-
1943 by "Doc" Adams' private army. This oddball cast of characters included an eccentric inventor, a distinguished 
Harvard scientist, a biologist with a chip on his shoulder, a movie star, a Texas guano collector, a crusty Marine Corps 
colonel, a Maine lobster fisherman, an ex-mobster, and a tiger. Not to be defeated by minor logistical hurdles, the bat 
bomb researchers risked life and limb to explore uncharted bat caves and "recruit" thousands of bats to serve their 
country. Through months of personality conflicts, military snafus, and technical failures the team pressed on, certain 
that bats could end the war with Japan. And they might havein their first airborne test, the bat bombers burned an 
entire brand-new military airfield to the ground. For everyone who relishes true tales of action and adventure, Bat 
Bomb is a must-read. Bat enthusiasts will also discover the beginnings of the scientific study of 
bats.KurzbeschreibungIt was a crazy way to win World War II in the Pacific All the United States had to do was to 
attach small incendiary bombs to millions of bats and release them over Japan's major cities. As the bats went to roost, 
a million fires would flare up in remote crannies of the wood and paper buildings common throughout Japan. When 
their cities were reduced to ashes, the Japanese would surely capitulate... The plan made sense to a handful of 
eccentric promoters and researchers, who convinced top military brass and even President Roosevelt to back the 
scheme. It might have worked, except that another secret weaponsomething to do with atomswas chosen to end the 
war. Told here by the youngest member of the team, this is the story of the bat bomb project, or Project X-Ray, as it 
was officially known. In scenes worthy of a Capra or Hawks comedy, Jack Couffer recounts the unorthodox 
experiments carried out in the secrecy of Bandera, Texas; Carlsbad, New Mexico; and El Centro, California, in 1942-
1943 by "Doc" Adams' private army. This oddball cast of characters included an eccentric inventor, a distinguished 
Harvard scientist, a biologist with a chip on his shoulder, a movie star, a Texas guano collector, a crusty Marine Corps 
colonel, a Maine lobster fisherman, an ex-mobster, and a tiger. Not to be defeated by minor logistical hurdles, the bat 
bomb researchers risked life and limb to explore uncharted bat caves and "recruit" thousands of bats to serve their 
country. Through months of personality conflicts, military snafus, and technical failures the team pressed on, certain 
that bats could end the war with Japan. And they might havein their first airborne test, the bat bombers burned an 
entire brand-new military airfield to the ground. For everyone who relishes true tales of action and adventure, Bat 
Bomb is a must-read. Bat enthusiasts will also discover the beginnings of the scientific study of bats.Synopsis It was a 
crazy way to win World War II in the Pacific - All the United States had to do was to attach small incendiary bombs to 
millions of bats and release them over Japan's major cities. As the bats went to roost, a million fires would flare up in 
remote crannies of the wood and paper buildings common throughout Japan. When their cities were reduced to ashes, 
the Japanese would surely capitulate...The plan made sense to a handful of eccentric promoters and researchers, who 
convinced top military brass and even President Roosevelt to back the scheme.It might have worked, except that 
another secret weapon - something to do with atoms - was chosen to end the war. Told here by the youngest member 
of the team, this is the story of the bat bomb project, or Project X-Ray, as it was officially known. In scenes worthy of 
a Capra or Hawks comedy, Jack Couffer recounts the unorthodox experiments carried out in the secrecy of Bandera, 
Texas; Carlsbad, New Mexico; and El Centro, California, in 1942-1943 by 'Doc' Adams' private army.This oddball 
cast of characters included an eccentric inventor, a distinguished Harvard scientist, a biologist with a chip on his 
shoulder, a movie star, a Texas guano collector, a crusty Marine Corps colonel, a Maine lobster fisherman, an ex-
mobster, and a tiger. Not to be defeated by minor logistical hurdles, the bat bomb researchers risked life and limb to 
explore uncharted bat caves and 'recruit' thousands of bats to serve their country. Through months of personality 



conflicts, military snafus, and technical failures the team pressed on, certain that bats could end the war with 
Japan.And they might have - in their first airborne test, the bat bombers burned an entire brand-new military airfield to 
the ground. For everyone who relishes true tales of action and adventure, Bat Bomb is a must-read. Bat enthusiasts 
will also discover the beginnings of the scientific study of bats. Since World War II Jack Couffer has pursued a career 
in film as a director, writer, producer, and cameraman. His work has appeared in numerous popular films, including 
Out of Africa, Ring of Bright Water, and Never Cry Wolf. 


