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KurzbeschreibungWhile the Germans did not succeed in invading Britain during World War II, they occupied a 
number of islands in the English Channel. The English population continued to lead fairly normal lives, while the 
German occupiers built some of the most extensive fortifications of the Second World War. As the war progressed, 
British commandos made occasional attacks, resulting in harsher conditions on the islands. The German garrisons 
were totally isolated by the D-Day landings, but managed to hold on through the following winter to surrender in May 
1945. The author, a renowned military historian, examines these questions with complete candor, in addition to his 
study of the famous fortifications. All of the wartime events and the islands and their fortifications as they are today 
are covered in the popular Battleground Europe style, with illustrations, maps and then-and-now photographs. 
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Synopsis The only part of the British Isles that can answer the question 'What was it like to be invaded and occupied in 
World War 2?' are the holiday islands of Jersey, Alderney, Guernsey and Sark. Left undefended in 1940, they fell like 
ripe plums into German hands. Thereafter they were turned into the most heavily defended parts of the Nazi Atlantic 
Wall, with massive fortifications, gun emplacements and underground storage tunnels. An army of foreign 'slave 
workers' was brought in as well as the 27,000 German troops (known as the 'Canada Division' as it was widely 
assumed that they would eventually become POWs!) Amid the routine of occupation came periods of danger and 
action from raiding parties. After D-Day the German garrison was cut off and 'the Hunger winter' resulted. In May 
1945 the Germans surrendered amid much rejoicing. 


