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Von James H. S. McGregor : Athens  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Athens: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Eher 
eine Einfhrung in die griechische Landesgeschichte mit Bezgen zu AthenVon AthenDer kurze Text zur Beschreibung 
gab nicht viel her und so stellte sich die Frage, was McGregor hier genau vorlegt.Einen Reisefhrer?Nun, McGregor hat 
bereits ber andere Stdte publiziert und das Inhaltsverzeichnis lsst einleuchten, worum es geht:Kapitel 1-5: Das antike 
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Athen und die Rmer nehmen mehr als die Hlfte des Buches ein.Zu Beginn ist das sprachliche Niveau etwas 
anspruchsvoller. M.E. aber dennoch gut lesbar.Was eigtentlich das Ziel des Verfassers ist, wird nicht immer deutlich: 
Einige Seiten schreibt er ber die Errungenschaften Alexander des Groen - der Bezug zu Athen wird hier dnn. Es wirkt, 
als ob er fr absolute Neulinge (Ersturlauber in Griechenland) schreiben wrde, die anschlieend gut mitdiskutieren knnen 
sollen...Kapitel 6-8: Behandeln das mittelalterliche Athen, und enden im heutigen Athen.Hier legt er das Verstndnis fr 
das moderne Griechenland, geht aber nur knapp auf dessen Hauptstadt ein.FazitInsgesamt schreibt McGregor eher ber 
Griechenland und betont vor allem in der ersten Hlfte Athen alsantike Macht. Das mittelalterliche und moderne Athen 
erfahren weniger Ausfhrungen.Damit ist sein Werk mehr eine Darstellung der Geschichte, als eine Anleitung zum 
Reisen.Sprache: Englisch+ interessante Grundinformationen- kaum Neues fr die, die sich bereits vorab informiert 
haben- nicht immer auf Athen fokussiert, Ausflge zu Alexander d. Groen etwa- erfordert an einigen wenigen Stellen 
Detailwissen, um mitzukommen-- 3-3,5 Sterne

KurzbeschreibungRevered as the birthplace of democracy, Athens is much more than an open-air museum filled with 
crumbling monuments to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on a journey from the classical city-state to today's 
contemporary capital, revealing a world-famous metropolis that has been resurrected and redefined time and 
again.PressestimmenWhat is remarkable about McGregor s "Athens" is its uncanny clarity: not only the author s 
eloquence in exploring an archaic, classical, Hellenistic, and modern Greek world but the wisdom that has gone into 
reconstructing that world from its first settlers to the vast and sprawling metropolis that is now contemporary Athens. 
McGregor has truly captured the pulse of the city.--John Chioles, New York University and the University of 
Athens"McGregor uses a chronological approach to paint a vivid and engaging portrait of the city and its inhabitants 
from the preclassical period to the development of Athens as a modern metropolis. McGregor pays the necessary 
tribute to the classical heritage, but he also sheds light on aspects of the Byzantine, Ottoman, and modern periods, and 
he deftly shows both the elements of continuity and the breaks with the past. The result is a well-deserved tribute to a 
great city.--Jay Freeman"Booklist" (02/24/2014)What is remarkable about McGregor s Athens is its uncanny clarity: 
not only the author s eloquence in exploring an archaic, classical, Hellenistic, and modern Greek world but the wisdom 
that has gone into reconstructing that world from its first settlers to the vast and sprawling metropolis that is now 
contemporary Athens. McGregor has truly captured the pulse of the city.--John Chioles, New York University and the 
University of Athens"McGregor uses a chronological approach to paint a vivid and engaging portrait of the city and its 
inhabitants from the preclassical period to the development of Athens as a modern metropolis. McGregor pays the 
necessary tribute to the classical heritage, but he also sheds light on aspects of the Byzantine, Ottoman, and modern 
periods, and he deftly shows both the elements of continuity and the breaks with the past. The result is a well-deserved 
tribute to a great city.--Jay Freeman"Booklist" (02/24/2014)What is remarkable about McGregor's Athens is its 
uncanny clarity: not only the author's eloquence in exploring an archaic, classical, Hellenistic, and modern Greek 
world but the wisdom that has gone into reconstructing that world from its first settlers to the vast and sprawling 
metropolis that is now contemporary Athens. McGregor has truly captured the pulse of the city.--John Chioles, New 
York University and the University of AthensKurzbeschreibungRevered as the birthplace of democracy, Athens is 
much more than an open-air museum filled with crumbling monuments to ancient glory. Athens takes readers on a 
journey from the classical city-state to today's contemporary capital, revealing a world-famous metropolis that has 
been resurrected and redefined time and again. 


