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Adventure or History, A Great Read!Von James Gallen"At All Costs" tells the story of the 60 ship convoy that carried 
crucial airplane fuel and other supplies to Malta in August 1942. This book casts light on the critical, but little known 
role of Malta and its supply convoys when control of the Mediterranean was in the balance. Like Britain, Malta relied 
on sea transport to provide the supplies it required to hold out against Axis attack and like Britain, those supplies were 
in jeopardy. During 1942 it was the most bombed area on earth. The Allied position in North Africa was dependent on 
holding Malta's place astride the sea lanes. The indispensable commodity was the fuel that would keep the RAF in the 
air.This book is the saga of the men who made the defense a successful: Winston Churchill, who convinced Franklin 
Roosevelt to loan the tanker SS Ohio to the British, the Royal Navy personnel who protected it and the merchant 
seamen who guided it through incessant air and submarine attack until it reached its, and the Allies', goal.Well written, 
"At All Costs" provides insights into Coalition Warfare at its highest and lowest echelons. The writing is good, 
blending historical research with first person action. As adventure or history it is a great read.1 von 1 Kunden fanden 
die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Mitreiende KriegsgeschichteVon Esther KirchDieses Buch beschreibt 
unwahrscheinlich fundiert, aber trotzdem hochspannend den Kampf um Malta im 2. Weltkrieg im verzweifelten 
Bemhen Rommel auf seinem Weg nach Afrika aufzuhalten. Obwohl der Kampf um Malta schon entschieden schien, 
haben zwei Mnner heldenhaft durch ihren Mut und ihr beherztes Eingreifen das Blatt im letzten Moment gewendet. 
Der zweite Erzhlstrang lt die Flucht einer Mutter mit Kind, der Ehefrau eines unserer Helden, aus dem nazibesetzen 
Norwegen lebendig werden und fhrt sie nach Malta zu ihrem Ehemann. Es ist ein historisches, ein menschliches Buch, 
ein Buch, dass man bis zur letzen Seite nicht aus der Hand legen kann.

KurzbeschreibungIn this gripping, page-turning account, Sam Moses has told a story in the tradition of Sebastian 
Jungers A Perfect Storm, Robert Kursons Shadow Divers, and Hampton Sidess Ghost Soldiers. Its a story about the 
heroism of two men in battle at sea during World War II, and one woman fleeing Nazi Norway with her child. Its 
about how courage can change the course of history. AT ALL COSTS: How a Crippled Ship and Two American 
Merchant Marines Turned the Tide of World War II is the astonishing untold account, with original historical 
reporting, of how two men faced unfathomable danger to help save the island of Malta, Churchills crux of the war. In 
1942, the tiny island of Malta was the most heavily bombed place on earth. Hitler needed Malta as a stepping-stone to 
get to the oil in Iraq and Iran (Persia at the time). Blockaded by sea, Malta was running on empty, in food, fuel and 
ammunition. Axis U-boats and dive-bombers made supply convoys to Malta more like suicide missions. In this last-
hope convoy, 50 warships escorted 13 freighters carrying aviation fuel, and a single critical tanker, the SS Ohio, with 
107,000 barrels of oil from Texas. Winston Churchill had traveled to Washington and asked FDR for the tankerhis 
prime ministership was at stake over this mission to Malta. Relentlessly dive-bombed and repeatedly torpedoed, the 
Ohio suffered huge hits and was abandoned. Two young American merchant mariners pulled from the sea after their 
own ship went down in flamesboarded the ravaged tanker, repaired her guns and fought off German and Italian dive-
bombers, as the sinking Ohio was towed at 4 knots toward Malta with a tiny crew of volunteers. Sam Moses AT ALL 
COSTS is a triumphant story of human bravery: fearless, selfless acts by men determined to save a ship and win a war; 
profound communal courage from an island under brutal siege; and leaders who understood the cause of 
freedom.From BooklistThis is a first-class retelling of the story of Operation Pedestal, one of the most desperate 
convoy battles of World War II. The British island base of Malta was on the verge of starvation, so the British sent a 
large convoy of fast merchant vessels, escorted by most of the Mediterranean Fleet. The Italians made an equally 
desperate effort to stop the convoy, sinking several warships and nine of the merchant vessels. Moses' focus, like that 
of Ian Cameron in the classic Red Duster, White Ensign (1959), is on the American tanker Ohio, which carried vital 
fuel supplies and fought through to Malta by the skin of her teeth and the valor of her skipper, crew, and escorts. Any 
proper account of Operation Pedestal and its salvation of Malta will read like a novel by the late Alistair MacLean, but 
Moses here has marshaled the research and exercised the writing skills to produce a solid addition to WWII naval 
literature by anyone's lights. Roland GreenCopyright American Library Association. All rights 
reservedKurzbeschreibungIn this gripping, page-turning account, Sam Moses has told a story in the tradition of 
Sebastian Jungers A Perfect Storm, Robert Kursons Shadow Divers, and Hampton Sidess Ghost Soldiers. Its a story 
about the heroism of two men in battle at sea during World War II, and one woman fleeing Nazi Norway with her 
child. Its about how courage can change the course of history. AT ALL COSTS: How a Crippled Ship and Two 
American Merchant Marines Turned the Tide of World War II is the astonishing untold account, with original 
historical reporting, of how two men faced unfathomable danger to help save the island of Malta, Churchills crux of 
the war. In 1942, the tiny island of Malta was the most heavily bombed place on earth. Hitler needed Malta as a 
stepping-stone to get to the oil in Iraq and Iran (Persia at the time). Blockaded by sea, Malta was running on empty, in 
food, fuel and ammunition. Axis U-boats and dive-bombers made supply convoys to Malta more like suicide missions. 
In this last-hope convoy, 50 warships escorted 13 freighters carrying aviation fuel, and a single critical tanker, the SS 
Ohio, with 107,000 barrels of oil from Texas. Winston Churchill had traveled to Washington and asked FDR for the 



tankerhis prime ministership was at stake over this mission to Malta. Relentlessly dive-bombed and repeatedly 
torpedoed, the Ohio suffered huge hits and was abandoned. Two young American merchant mariners pulled from the 
sea after their own ship went down in flamesboarded the ravaged tanker, repaired her guns and fought off German and 
Italian dive-bombers, as the sinking Ohio was towed at 4 knots toward Malta with a tiny crew of volunteers. Sam 
Moses AT ALL COSTS is a triumphant story of human bravery: fearless, selfless acts by men determined to save a 
ship and win a war; profound communal courage from an island under brutal siege; and leaders who understood the 
cause of freedom. 


