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Von Dr Amanda Foreman : A World on Fire: An Epic History of Two Nations Divided before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A World on Fire: An Epic History of Two
Nations Divided:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The
Civil War In A Globa ContextVon James Gallen"A World On Fire" chronicles Britain's pervasive involvement in the
American Civil War on both sides of the Atlantic and both sides of the conflict. Thisis along book becauseit tellsa
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very involved story.Author Amanda Foreman examines the question from all angles. She writes of the diplomatic
wrangling over the Trent and other vessels that were involved in controversial exchanges, Rebel schemesin Canada,
Confederate purchases of ships and other material in Britain are examined in detail. Y ou may have heard of the
Confederate raid on Vermont, but did you ever read of the plan for privateering on the Great L akes? The roles of many
names that we have heard, such as Ambassador Henry Francis Adams, Confederate agent James Bulloch, Prime
Minister Palmerston and Lord John Russell along with Col. Freemantle and numerous ordinary Englishmen who took
their standsin Blue or Grey are told on these pages.Readers of this book get a much deeper understanding of the role
of Britain and other European powersin the Civil War. We read of Napoleon I11's adventure in Mexico, the struggle
over recognition, neutrality and belligerent status for the CSA, and William Seward's use of England as a whipping
boy to build domestic support in the States inter alia. This work examines theories asto why one side or the other
might have actually wanted war, and why they pulled back. British partisans of both North and South are identified
along with their influence on the conflict." A World On Fire" puts the Civil War in aglobal context and helps the
reader appreciate the time consuming role of international affairs during the War. For any student of the Civil War,
thisis essential reading.

Kurzbeschreibung'No two nations have ever existed on the face of the earth which could do each other so much good
or so much harm'President Buchanan, State of the Nation Address, 1859A World on Fire tells, with extraordinary
sweep, one of the least known great stories of British and American history. As America descended into Civil War,
British loyalties were torn between support for the North, which was against slavery, and defending the South, which
portrayed itself as bravely fighting for its independence. Rallying to their respective causes, thousands of Britons went
to Americaas soldiers - fighting for both Union and Confederacy - racing ships through the Northern blockades, and
as observers, nurses, adventurers, guerillas and spies. At the heart of thisinternational conflict lay a complicated and at
times tortuous rel ationship between four individuals: Lord Lyons, the painfully shy British Ambassador in
Washington; William Seward, the blustering US Secretary of State; Charles Francis Adams, the dry but fiercely
patriotic U.S. ambassador in London; and the restless and abrasive Foreign Secretary Lord John Russell. Despite their
efforts, and sometimes as aresult of them, America and Britain came within awhisker of declaring war on each other
twicein four years. The diplomatic story is only one element in this gloriously multifaceted book. Using awealth of
previously unpublished letters and journals, Amanda Foreman gives fresh accounts of Civil War battles by seeing
them through the eyes of British journalists and myriad soldiers on both sides, from flamboyant cavalry commanders
to forcibly conscripted private soldiers. She aso shows how the War took place in England, from the Confederacy's
secret ship-building programme in Liverpool to the desperate efforts of its propagandists and emissaries - male and
female - to influence British public opinion. She even shows how one of the most famous set-piece naval encounters
of the War was fought, remarkably, in the English Channel. Foreman tells this epic yet intimate story of enormous
personalities, tense diplomacy and torn loyalties as history in the round, captivating her readers with the experience of
total immersion in this titanic conflict.PressestimmenAmanda Foreman's magnificent book provides a completely
fresh perspective on the first great modern conflict. Weaving together avast panoply of people and events, it
dramatically brings alive this extraordinary period on British and American history. (Antony Beevor )It rollsalong
with the ragged grandeur of one of Ulysses S. Grant's infantry battalions. If you've an appetite for serious history,
you'll be in hog-heaven. (Sam Leith Spectator )'A World on Fire is an achievement as enjoyable asit isimpressive. As
in agreat nineteenth-century novel, ateeming cast propels this epic - the gallant and the craven, scoundrels and lovers,
diplomats and freebooters - some helplessly caught in the gale, others with their hands firmly on the levers of power.
Charles Dickens appears in this book; had he been an historian he might well have written it." (Richard Snow, Editor
American Heritage, 1990-2007 )A World on Fire is a staggering achievement. (Christopher Silvester Daily Express
)Hereis an iridescent book; vivid like arainbow but rather more substantial...The book is like Gone With The Wind
but with the true history inserted, and even more importantly, it is a biography of two people at an epic moment in
their shared history. Anger, resentment, sympathy, loyalty, all the emotions that characterise Anglo-American relations
today, can be traced back to this period. (Antonia Fraser Mail on Sunday )Kurzbeschreibung'No two nations have ever
existed on the face of the earth which could do each other so much good or so much harm'President Buchanan, State of
the Nation Address, 1859A World on Firetells, with extraordinary sweep, one of the least known great stories of
British and American history. As America descended into Civil War, British loyalties were torn between support for
the North, which was against slavery, and defending the South, which portrayed itself as bravely fighting for its
independence. Rallying to their respective causes, thousands of Britons went to America as soldiers - fighting for both
Union and Confederacy - racing ships through the Northern blockades, and as observers, nurses, adventurers, guerillas
and spies. At the heart of thisinternational conflict lay a complicated and at times tortuous relationship between four
individuals: Lord Lyons, the painfully shy British Ambassador in Washington; William Seward, the blustering US
Secretary of State; Charles Francis Adams, the dry but fiercely patriotic U.S. ambassador in London; and the restless



and abrasive Foreign Secretary Lord John Russell. Despite their efforts, and sometimes as aresult of them, America
and Britain came within awhisker of declaring war on each other twice in four years. The diplomatic story isonly one
element in this gloriously multifaceted book. Using awealth of previously unpublished letters and journals, Amanda
Foreman gives fresh accounts of Civil War battles by seeing them through the eyes of British journalists and myriad
soldiers on both sides, from flamboyant cavalry commanders to forcibly conscripted private soldiers. She also shows
how the War took place in England, from the Confederacy's secret ship-building programme in Liverpool to the
desperate efforts of its propagandists and emissaries - male and female - to influence British public opinion. She even
shows how one of the most famous set-piece naval encounters of the War was fought, remarkably, in the English
Channel. Foreman tells this epic yet intimate story of enormous personalities, tense diplomacy and torn loyalties as
history in the round, captivating her readers with the experience of total immersion in thistitanic conflict.



