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Battalion Experienced God's Presence Amidst the Chaos of the War in Iraq: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Boots 
(and altars) on the groundVon FrKurt MessickOnce upon a time I wanted to be a military chaplain - in fact, I still do, 
but age has caught up with me, and I am no longer eligible. Thus it might seem natural that I would find an interest in 
this book, `A Table in the Presence' by Lt. Carey Cash, a chaplain attached to the 1st Battalion, Fifth Marine Corps 
regiment. Lt. Cash is in fact a Navy chaplain, as the Marines don't have chaplains of their own (this is true for several 
`non-fighting' specialities). But his first assignment as a chaplain was, at his own request, with the Marines.Cash 
describes his upbringing as the son of a Navy pilot who was shot down during Vietnam. His wife's father was a Marine 
commander, and as it turned out, of the same regiment as he would end up serving with, the `Fighting Fifth'. Cash 
describes how his sense of call and mission formed slowly, and his training as a chaplain, including the CREST 
programme for those going to serve the Marines. He recalls the day in September 2001 when his group, having gone 
through the gas mask training, heard on the bus back that something had happened. The world changed in many ways 
that day.Cash describes the run-up to the war in Iraq, the situations in which he and his Marines found themselves, 
both in stillness and in anticipation. Then he describes in good detail many of the combat encounters his Marines 
experienced, and some of his own. Cash likens many of these to biblical stories - it is hard for someone well 
acquainted with the Bible not to be thinking in biblical terms when placed in the ancient lands of the Middle East. He 
makes free comparison to the figures of Joshua, David and others in the Hebrew Scriptures who endured battle and 
struggle in lands such as these (and rather nearby), and also associates New Testament themes of deliverance, 
protection, and divine will to the happenings.One point, brought up by other commentators as well, is that Cash has a 
tendency toward attributing to God motivations and actions that can make one uneasy - I recall touring a German 
armaments museum once upon a time, and seeing the phrase `God is with us' stenciled beside the `fire' button on some 
of the machines. The impulse to see God in victory and survival is quite natural, particularly for battlefield veterans 
(there are no atheists in foxholes?), and indeed it is the job of chaplains at least in part to assure those in such 
situations that God's presence is there. But I found myself occasionally uncomfortable with assigning responsibility to 
God for every good thing that happened, without simultaneously questioning why God permitted the bad things that 
happened to proceed. As a reaction in the immediacy of battle it is one thing; after theological reflection, it might have 
different implications.Still, this is an interesting and worthwhile story, a good example of a first-hand account from a 
perspective often not seen in the `war stories' genre. Among the highlights of Cash's story are the baptisms and 
services in make-shift worship spaces - one thinks again of biblical stories which speak of people who set up simple 
stones as worship spaces. God's presence can be seen everywhere one looks.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. Boots (and altars) on the groundVon FrKurt MessickOnce upon a time I wanted to be a military 
chaplain - in fact, I still do, but age has caught up with me, and I am no longer eligible. Thus it might seem natural that 
I would find an interest in this book, `A Table in the Presence' by Lt. Carey Cash, a chaplain attached to the 1st 
Battalion, Fifth Marine Corps regiment. Lt. Cash is in fact a Navy chaplain, as the Marines don't have chaplains of 
their own (this is true for several `non-fighting' specialities). But his first assignment as a chaplain was, at his own 
request, with the Marines.Cash describes his upbringing as the son of a Navy pilot who was shot down during 
Vietnam. His wife's father was a Marine commander, and as it turned out, of the same regiment as he would end up 
serving with, the `Fighting Fifth'. Cash describes how his sense of call and mission formed slowly, and his training as 
a chaplain, including the CREST programme for those going to serve the Marines. He recalls the day in September 
2001 when his group, having gone through the gas mask training, heard on the bus back that something had happened. 
The world changed in many ways that day.Cash describes the run-up to the war in Iraq, the situations in which he and 
his Marines found themselves, both in stillness and in anticipation. Then he describes in good detail many of the 
combat encounters his Marines experienced, and some of his own. Cash likens many of these to biblical stories - it is 
hard for someone well acquainted with the Bible not to be thinking in biblical terms when placed in the ancient lands 
of the Middle East. He makes free comparison to the figures of Joshua, David and others in the Hebrew Scriptures 
who endured battle and struggle in lands such as these (and rather nearby), and also associates New Testament themes 
of deliverance, protection, and divine will to the happenings.One point, brought up by other commentators as well, is 
that Cash has a tendency toward attributing to God motivations and actions that can make one uneasy - I recall touring 
a German armaments museum once upon a time, and seeing the phrase `God is with us' stenciled beside the `fire' 
button on some of the machines. The impulse to see God in victory and survival is quite natural, particularly for 
battlefield veterans (there are no atheists in foxholes?), and indeed it is the job of chaplains at least in part to assure 
those in such situations that God's presence is there. But I found myself occasionally uncomfortable with assigning 
responsibility to God for every good thing that happened, without simultaneously questioning why God permitted the 
bad things that happened to proceed. As a reaction in the immediacy of battle it is one thing; after theological 
reflection, it might have different implications.Still, this is an interesting and worthwhile story, a good example of a 
first-hand account from a perspective often not seen in the `war stories' genre. Among the highlights of Cash's story 
are the baptisms and services in make-shift worship spaces - one thinks again of biblical stories which speak of people 



who set up simple stones as worship spaces. God's presence can be seen everywhere one looks.

KurzbeschreibungOn April 10th, 2003, the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, faced with the task of seizing the 
presidential palace in downtown Baghdad, ran headlong into what Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North called, "the worst 
day of fighting for U.S. Marines." Hiding in buildings and mosques, wearing civilian clothes, and spread out for over a 
mile, Saddam Hussein's militants rained down bullets and rocket propelled grenades on the 1st Battalion. But when the 
smoke of the eight-hour battle cleared, only one Marine had lost his life. Some said the 1st Battalion was incredibly 
lucky. But in the hearts and minds of the Marines who were there, there was no question. God had brought them 
miraculously through that battle. As the 1st Battalion's chaplain, Lieutenant Carey Cash had the unique privilege of 
seeing firsthand, from the beginning of the war to the end, how God miraculously delivered, and even transformed, the 
lives of the men of the 1st Battalion. Their regiment, the most highly decorated regiment in the history of the Marines, 
was the first ground force to cross the border into Iraq, the first to see one of their own killed in battle, and they were 
the unit to fight what most believe to have been the decisive battle of the war-April 10th in downtown Baghdad. 
Through it all, Carey Cash says, the presence of God was undeniable. Cash even had the privilege of baptizing fifty-
seven new Christians-Marines and Sailors-during the war in Iraq. The men of the 1st Battalion came to discover what 
King David had discovered long ago--that God's presence could be richly experienced even in the presence of 
enemies. Here is the amazing story of their experience.PressestimmenA dramatic chronicle of courage and a testament 
of faith under fire that is as stirring as it is eloquent.Oliver NorthKurzbeschreibungOn April 10th, 2003, the 1st 
Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, faced with the task of seizing the presidential palace in downtown Baghdad, ran 
headlong into what Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North called, "the worst day of fighting for U.S. Marines." Hiding in 
buildings and mosques, wearing civilian clothes, and spread out for over a mile, Saddam Hussein's militants rained 
down bullets and rocket propelled grenades on the 1st Battalion. But when the smoke of the eight-hour battle cleared, 
only one Marine had lost his life. Some said the 1st Battalion was incredibly lucky. But in the hearts and minds of the 
Marines who were there, there was no question. God had brought them miraculously through that battle. As the 1st 
Battalion's chaplain, Lieutenant Carey Cash had the unique privilege of seeing firsthand, from the beginning of the war 
to the end, how God miraculously delivered, and even transformed, the lives of the men of the 1st Battalion. Their 
regiment, the most highly decorated regiment in the history of the Marines, was the first ground force to cross the 
border into Iraq, the first to see one of their own killed in battle, and they were the unit to fight what most believe to 
have been the decisive battle of the war-April 10th in downtown Baghdad. Through it all, Carey Cash says, the 
presence of God was undeniable. Cash even had the privilege of baptizing fifty-seven new Christians-Marines and 
Sailors-during the war in Iraq. The men of the 1st Battalion came to discover what King David had discovered long 
ago--that God's presence could be richly experienced even in the presence of enemies. Here is the amazing story of 
their experience. 


